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In a report, dated Richmond, February 27, 1862, which S. R. 
Mallory, Secretary of the Navy of the Confederacy, made to 
President Davis concerning the construction for the Confeder- 
ate Navy of various vessels, including the Virginia, there is a 
reference to armored vessels. Mr. Mallory mentions the English 
frigate Warrior, whose cost had exceeded $5,000,000., and the 
French Sloop Gloire, which cost about $2,000,000., and then, 
after faintly lamenting the impossibility of the construction of 
such vessels “in the Confederacy”, he recounts, with pardonable 
pride, what his department had been able to accomplish in the 
way of providing armored vessels with the meagre facilities open 
to the naval officers in the service of the Confederate Navy.? He 
refers specifically to “an arrangement of iron plates to the hulls 
of vessels” which “it is believed, enable us with a small number 
of vessels comparatively to keep our waters free from the enemy 
and ultimately to contest with them the possession of his own.” 
He remarked upon the fact that the character of the vessel which 
he had in mind could be constructed “in a third of the time which 
would be required to build a sloop like the Gloire if we had the 
ability to build one.” It was with these high hopes that the Vir- 
ginia, the former frigate Merrimack, was converted into an iron- 


clad. 


1 Constructed from the wreck of the frigate Merrimack, scuttled by Fed- 
eral forces at Gosport Navy Yard, Norfolk. 

2 Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of 
the Rebellion, Series II, Volume 2, p. 152. 

3 Ibid., Vol. 2., p. 152. 
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Realizing the importance of the work upon which they were 
engaged, the Secretary and his staff of naval aids gave painstak- 
ing study to the problem of plating a war vessel, and to make 
certain of their program, experiments were made, and the result 
of tests made in Europe were studied. Secretary Mallory put 
the matter thus: 


“Under the orders of this department experiments 
have been made by naval officers with iron-clad targets, 
which afford valuable information in addition to that de- 
rived from French and English tests, upon the resistance 
of iron plates to shot and shell.’ 


In a later report, dated Richmond, March 29, 1862, addressed 
to Hon. Thomas S. Bocock, Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, Mr. Mallory said :5 


“Mr. Brooke® attended daily to the iron, constructed 
targets, ascertained by actual tests the resistance offered 
by inclined planes of iron to heavy ordnance, and deter- 
mined interesting and important facts in connection 
therewith, and which were of great importance in the 
construction of the ship, devised and prepared the 
model and drawings of the ship’s heavy ordnance—being 
guns of a class never before made, and of extraordinary 
power and strength. 

It is deemed inexpedient to state the angle of inclina- 
tion, the character of the plates upon the ship, the man- 
ner of preparing them, or the number, caliber, and 
weight of the guns; and many novel and interesting 
features of her construction, which were experimentally 
determined, are necessarily omitted.” 


The information thus “deemed inexpedient to state” has re- 
cently come into the writer’s possession. Because of its public 
interest, he presented it to the Virginia Historical Society, and 
as it had never been published, it is now printed for the first 
time: 


REPORT OF ORDNANCE EXPERIMENTS AT 
JAMESTOWN, OCT. 12, 1861 


The size of the wooden target was 12 ft x 12 ft. — there was 
two feet each side uncovered with iron. 


4 Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 153. 
5 Ibid., Vol. 2, p. 175. 
6 Lieutenant John M. Brooke, Confederate States Navy. 
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It was set at an angle of 36° with the horizon and 327 yards 
from the gun. 

The 8 inch Columbiad was fired with 10 lbs. of powder and 
solid shot. 

Above the wood target were two layers of RRoad T iron 
lbs. to the foot. The rails of the lower tier had their bases down 
and in close contact with each other. They were fastened to the 
wood by spikes 8 inches long and 5/8 thick, each rail having 
five. The rails of the upper tiers were inserted from above be- 
tween the rails of the lower tier, with their bases up and forming 
the exterior of the target, the upper ends were bent and fastened 
each with a single spike to the upper end of target—see drawing. 


1st Shot struck the wood to the left of the iron passed through 
317 inches of wood, ricochetted a number of times and was 
found 3/4 of a mile beyond the target. 


2™¢ Shot struck four feet from bottom, and 18 inches from right 
side of iron. 

Three upper rails were broken,—the one to the left above 
where broken was twisted and forced up a foot between the ad- 
joining lower rails, the upper portion of the middle one 7 feet 
long, was driven and thrown 70 yards—the upper part of the 
right one was driven up between the two lower rails adjoining 
it and remained projecting six feet above the upper part of target. 

Four of the lower rails were broken, the two directly under 
the shot in many pieces, most of which were found near the tar- 
get. Some remained in the hole, about 15 in. of the rails were 
thus broken, the adjoining rail on each side was simply broken 
in two. 

The oak was penetrated and two inches of the pine. 


3" Shot struck on richochet four feet from bottom and four 
from right side. 

Three upper rails broken, the upper parts of the two thrown 
out, one of them 100 yards. 

Four lower broken, the upper part of two centre ones thrown 
40 yards—the other two bent latterally. 

The oak was penetrated three inches. 


4% Shot—Struck on left end of target where there was no iron 
—went through the wood. 


7 These figures are written 3/. Since the oak plank was 4 in. thick and 
the two layers of pine were 8 in. and 12 in. respectively, it seems that 31 
inches is a correct reading of the length of the diagonal passage of the 
shot through the wood. 


2 
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5 Shot—Struck on right outer rail, four feet from bottom— 
outer upper one broke, upper part thrown 80 yards, part of ad- 
joining one broken. Two lower broken, upper part of outer rail 
thrown 10 yards—inner one bent, 1 foot of it gone. 

Oak plank penetrated and 8 in. pine split. The whole target 
moved three inches to the rear. Part of ball found near target. 


6 Shot—Struck 1 foot from left and 7 from bottom. Two upper 
rails broken and upper part driven off and one on each side bent. 
Three lower broken—upper portion of one driven out—8 inches 
of another gone and its upper part bent. 


Oak penetrated and under the point of impact the 12 in. pine, 
forming the lower tier broke where it had been slightly cut. Could 
not see the effect upon the middle layer of 8 in. pine. A portion of 
the shot weighing 25 lbs. was found 12 yards in front of the 
target. 


IX inch shell Gun—10 Ibs. powder—Unloaded Shell—distance 
310 yards. 

Nos. 1-2 & 3 struck the target near where it had been pre- 
viously struck. 

4% Struck four feet from bottom and two from left. Two up- 
per rails broken and upper parts driven out, but one had been 
previously broken about two feet above, one, on each side of the 
two broken ones, bent. Four lower broke, 5 in. out of the two 
middle ones, Oak penetrated about 3 inches. 


REMARKS 


The 8 inch solid shot broke whenever it struck the iron. This 
we knew from the humming noise of the fragment, and from 
sometimes finding portions of the ball. 


There was no evidence that the IX inch shells broke. 


The difference in effect between the unloaded IX inch and the 
solid 8 inch shot was slight—tho’ in favor of the latter, had the 
IX in. been loaded it is probable its effect would have been 
greater than the 8 inch solid shot at that distance. 


We may infer that the X in. would have been much greater, 
and that the XI inch would have been destructive. In comparing 
the sheathing of the two targets, it would appear that the flat 
iron is most suitable for batteries, tho’ the penetration is rather 
less with R.R. iron, yet there is more of it broken. 


In order however to form an entirely reliable opinion, the ex- 
periment should be made under similar circumstances. The tar- 
get with the R.R. iron was not so well fastened, and the plank 
was of oak and placed above—in the other it was below and of 
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pine. I should judge the R.R. iron was of inferior quality—it ap- 
peared brittle and wanted toughness. 


A comparison of N®*. 2 & 3 is interesting, the last being on 
richochet struck at a smaller angle than the direct shot of No. 2, 
it had less penetration but threw off much more iron. It plainly 
shews that the smaller the angle, the stronger should be the 
fastenings. 

No difference was perceived between the greased and un- 
greased part. 

Respectfully Submitted 
(Signed) Catesby ap R. Jones® 
Commanding Batteries” 
Endorsed “Received April 16th, 1862.” 


Commander Brooke®, in his testimony given on February 26, 
1863, before the Joint Committee of the Confederate Congress in 
its “Investigation of Navy Department”, referred to his part in 
converting the frigate Merrimack into the iron-clad Virginia. 
When questioned as to his knowledge of “the tests and experi- 
ments made incident and necessary to her successful completion”, 
Commander Brooke said: 


“I was directed by the Secretary to fire at iron-plat- 
ing with the guns at Jamestown Island. We constructed 
first a target from a plan proposed for the Merrimack’s 
shield. The wood was about 24 inches thick; the iron 3 
inches thick, consisting of l-inch plates three deep; the 
surface target was inclined at an angle of about 30 de- 
grees with the horizon. At a distance of about 300 yards, 
8-inch solid shot, with a charge of 10 pounds of powder, 
penetrated the iron and entered 5 inches into the wood; 
and this was the case with several shots—some seven 
or eight. It was then thought proper to increase the thick- _, 
ness to 4 inches. A new target was constructed, of which 
the plates were 2 inches thick, forming two layers. Eight- 
inch shot, with 10-pound charges and 9-inch shells, 
weighing about 70 pounds, with 10-pound charges, were 
fired against the target. The outer plates were shattered, 
the inner were cracked, but the wood was not visible 
through the cracks in the plating. The original plan con- 


8 Catesby ap Roger Jones was executive and ordnance officer of the Vir- 
gma and was in command when the Virginia fought the Monitor on March 
® The promotion had come after the fight between the Virginia and the 
Monitor. 
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templated the first plating described, but this experiment 
indicated the necessity of increasing the thickness to 4 
inches—which was done. The 11-inch shot of the Moni- 
tor would have penetrated the shield of the first de- 
scription, I think very readily; but it did not penetrate 
the 4-inch shield in the battle. These were the experi- 
ments. I might mention in that connection that I was 
assisted in making the experiment by Lieutenant Catesby 
Jones, who was perfectly conversant with everything 
that relates to ordnance.”?° 

Another allusion to experiment at Jamestown is contained in 
a report, dated New Orleans, October 29, 1861, by N. and A. F. 
Tift, Agents Navy Department, addressed to the Hon. S. R. 
Mallory. There the following observation was made: 

“We have received the report of the experiment made 
by Captain Jones, commanding at Jamestown, with 8- 
inch shot and 9-inch shell, on a target 527 yards distant, 
covered with railroad iron (T), double and locked by 
reversal. Captain Jones is doubtless right in his con- 
clusions ; first, that flat iron, in three layers, 1 x 8 inches, 
is better than railroad iron for covering batteries; sec- 
ond, that the railroad iron was not sufficiently fastened, 
and we think the experiment was not a satisfactory test 
for this reason. If, instead of five 8-inch spikes in a 
bar of 12 feet, there had been 12, or even more, say 24 
spikes, and the bars had been well secured at both ends, 
we think that the effect of the ball on the iron would 
have been circumscribed to a small space.”’!! 

The Virginia sustained little damage as a result of her fight 
with the Monitor. Captain Sidney Smith Lee!? in his testimony 
given January 31, 1863, before the Joint Committee of Congress, 
stated that since he was in command of the Navy Yard at Nor- 
folk after Commodore Forrest left, the Virginia was under his 
control “as far as repairs and equipment went”. After the fight 
with the Monitor, “She was not severely damaged at all. I mean 
to say that she was not materially injured; she was still fit for 
service.””18 


10 Tbid., Vol. 1, pp, 785-786. 

11 Tbid., Vol. 1, p. 578. Jones was a lieutenant, not a captain. This was 
merely the pleasant southern habit of bestowing titles without regard to 
the recipient’s actual status. 

12 Brother of General Robert E. Lee. 

18 Captain Sidney Smith Lee, Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 634. 
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Captain Lee was opposed to the evacuation of Norfolk. He 
testified : 

“We all considered it [Norfolk’s capacity for resist- 
ance] very strong. The defenses around it were very 
perfect, while the Merrimack was available to act in co- 
operation with them. We considered ourselves ve 
strong and safe from the water and Norfolk defenses.”’!4 

This opinion, although shared by General Huger, who was in 
command of the land forces at Norfolk, did not prevail. At a 
council of war at which General Longstreet, General Smith, Gen- 
eral Lee, the President, and Secretary of War were present, it 
was decided that it would be impossible to defend Norfolk if the 
Peninsula was evacuated. When General Johnston telegraphed 
he intended to fall back, orders were given to evacuate Norfolk.'® 
Captain Lee was under the impression that General Huger remon- 
strated with General Johnston against these orders.1® The draft 
of the Virginia was such that it was impossible for her to go up 
the James River to Richmond, and the order to evacuate Nor- 
folk, made her destruction necessary. Accordingly, on May 11, 
1862, she was destroyed off Craney Island.17 


Thus the high hopes of Secretary Mallory were extinguished. 
It is an interesting speculation as to what the result might have 
been had the bold counsel of General Huger and Captain Lee 
been adopted. Certainly the iron-clad protection of the Virginia 
had served her well. As it was, Secretary Mallory and those 
who worked with him, although they saw their hopes dashed, 
had the satisfaction of knowing that by their experiments they 
had demonstrated to the world that it was possible to protect a 
vessel against gun fire from smooth bore guns of even eleven 
inch caliber.?8 


Note: The original of the “Report of Ordnance Experiments 
at Jamestown, Oct. 12, 1861” together with the two-prints accom- 
panying it (and used here as illustrations) is in the manuscript 
collection of the Virginia Historical Society, having been pre- 
sented to the Society in November, 1940, by T. Catesby Jones, of 
New York, who has edited the document for this Magazine.—Editor. 


14 Tbid., Vol. 1, p. 635. 15 Tbhid., Vol. 1, p. 717. 

16 Tbid., Vol. 1, pp. 634, 635, 17 Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 625. 

— Monitor’s battery consisted of two XI-inch guns. Ibid. Vol. 1, 
Pp. 
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Contributed by Georce Harrison SANFORD KING 


1698 
An Abstract of the Militia win the sev! Counties of Virginia as 
they were returned by y*® Respective Officers? 


Coll? Char : Scarburgh 


Ee Officers Names Number of Men 
Capt Rich’ Baily A Troop 51 
a Accomack Capt Dan!" Jeniffer a Troop 46 
a County Capt Hen: Custis 60 349 
Capt Nich: Hack 72 
Capt Tho: Welbourn 60 
Capt Geo: Parker 60 
Coll? Edw? Hill 
Capt Edw? Hill Troop 54 
Ss Capt Char: Goodrich a Troop 71 
Charles Capt Jn° Taylor a Troop 47 
a City Capt Geo: Blighton 80 505 
. Capt W™ Hunt 73 
Capt Jn° Hamlin 62 
Cap‘ Littlebury Epes 78 
Capt Joshua Winn 40 
W™ Wilson 
Cap‘ Willis Wilson a Troop 36 
Eliz* City Capt Wm. Armstead [Armistead] 81 184 
Cap‘ Augustin Moor [Moore] 67 
Coll: Ralph Wormley [Wormeley] 
Maj’ W™ Moseley A troop 53 
Cap‘ Jn° Battaile a troop 52 
Essex Capt Jno: Taliafero 48 
County Cap‘ James Baughan 37. 415 
Capt Edw? Thomas 88 
Captt Edward Moseley 65 
| Capt Jno: Smyth 72 
; Coll? Ralph Wormley [Wormeley] 
- Capt James Ransome a Tro: 36 


Gloucester Capt Conquest Wyatt a Troop 41 
Capt Geo: Warnur [Warner] a Troop 30 


1 This document is in the Division of Manuscripts, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C., and is catalogued as “Virginia, Miscellaneous, 1675-1715”, 
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Peter Beverly[ Beverley] A Troop 70 
Capt Sands Knowles 82 


Capt Jno: Gwynns 77 
Capt Rich* Booker 98 
Capt Peter Kemp 70 
Capt Tho: Buckner 100 


Coll? W™ Byrd 


Lt.Coll? W™ Randolph Troop 39 
Capt Peter Feild a Troop 42 
Capt W® Farrar 54 
Capt Joseph Royall 48 
Capt Tho: Cock [Cocke] 60 
Capt Geo: Worsham 65 
Coll? Dan" Park [Parke] 

Capt Henry Duke a Troop 77 
Capt Michael Sherman 72 
Capt Henry Soane 67 
Capt Geo: Marrable 106 
Capt Alex: Walker ot 
Capt Hugh Norvell 63 


Lt. Coll? Sam! Bridges 
Lt. Coll? Sam! Bridges a Troop 25 
Capt Henry Applewait a Troop 45 


Capt Anth: Holliday 27 
Capt Arth? Smyth 58 
Capt Humph: Marshall 59 
Capt Reuben Procter 38 
Capt Robt Keyes 43 
Coll? Rich* Johnson 
Capt W™ Leigh _A troop 61 
Capt Joshua Story a Troop 62 
Capt W™ Clabourn[Claiborne]a Troop 55 
Capt Lewis 67 
Capt Jacob Lumkins 98 
Capt Martin Palmer 89 


Coll? Ralph Wormley 
W™ Ball a Troop 


Capt Joseph Ball a Troop 103 
Capt W™ Lister 121 
Coll? Ralph Wormley [Wormeley ] 
Capt Gawin Corbin a Troop 50 
Capt Math: Kemp 110 


Capt Robt Dudley 100 
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Maj* Tho: Godwin 


Maj Tho: Godwin A troop 63 
Capt Edm* Godwin =a Troop 58 
Capt Thos: Jordan 55 
Capt Tho: Godwin 83 
Capt Edwé Streater 94 
Capt Tho: Exum 49 
Capt Fr: Milner 106 
Lt Coll? Lem! Mason 
Lt Coll® Lem! Mason 110 
Capt Lem! Mason a Troop 56 
Capt Tho: Hodges Junt 66 
Capt James Wilson 99 


Capt Tho: Willowby [Willoughby] 55 
Coll? W™ Byrd 

Capt W™ Bassett a Troop 47 

Capt Jos: Foster A Troop 44 

Capt Jn° Liddall [Lyddall] a Troop 102 

Capt Lancel* Bathurst 78 


Capt Fr: Burnell 76 
Geo: Cooper 
Geo: Cooper a Troop 
Capt W™ Hawson [Howson] a Troop 37 
Capt Tho: Brewton [Brereton] 66 
Capt Pet’ Hack 52 
Capt W™ Jones 97 
Capt Rodham Kenner 86 
Capt Spencer Mottrom 61 
Jn° Custis 
Maj: Jno: Custis a Troop 67 
Capt Nath: Littleton 87 
Capt Obey Johnson &4 
Capt Benj* Nottingham 78 


Lt Coll? Anth: Lawson 
Capt Jn° Thoroughgood a Troop 46 


Capt Plom’ Bray 66 
Capt W™ Moseley 72 
Capt Fr: Morse 73 
Maj’ W™ Tayloe 
W™ Tayloe a Troop 54 
Capt Corbin Griffin a Troop 56 
Capt Geo: Taylor 120 
Capt Jn° Glendining 102 
Capt James Turpley [Tarpley] 122 


Capt David Gwynn 76 
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Coll? Edw Hill 
Capt Tho: Swann a Troop 38 
Capt Henry Tucker 73 
Surry Capt Nath: Harrison 74 
Capt W™ Brown 72 
Capt Walter Loyd 75 
Geo: Mason 
Maj* Geo: Mason’ = a_ Troop 50 
Stafford Capt Tho: Owesly 53 
Capt Joseph Summers 64 224 
Capt Robt Alexander 57 
Coll? Dudley Diggs [Digges] 
Capt W™ Cary’ = a Troop 47 
Warwick Capt Robt Hubbard 67 179 
Capt Miles Wills 65 
Maj® Fr: Wright 
Maj’ Fr: Wright a Troop 69 
Westmoreland Capt Origin!” Brown a Troop 52 
County Capt W™ Bridges 72 
Capt Gerrard Hutts 75 =421 
Capt Willowby Allerton 53 
Capt Sam" Thompson 100 
Coll? Edm‘ Jenings 
Coll? Edm‘ Jenings a Troop 32 
Maj Tho: Ballard a Troop 53 
York Capt Baldesin [Baldwin] Mathews 68 369 
Capt Char: Hansford 41 
Capt Dan" Taylor 114 
Capt W™ Buckner 61 
The totall is 8395 
This list is endorsed on the reverse side of last sheet : 
“1698 


An abstract of 
Militia in Virginia” 


The above list is of value to one making a study of the military system of 
colonial Virginia supplying, as it does, the names of commanders of the 
militia in each county, captains of troops of horse and companies of foot, 
and giving the numbers of men in each organization, For the year 1698 we 
here have a statement of the military strength of each county and the 
total strength for the colony. 
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It is apparent that the military organizations of several counties were in 
specific instances brought together under the command of one officer with 
the rank of colonel. It will be noticed that Colonel Ralph Wormeley ap- 
pears as commanding the militia of Essex, Gloucester, Lancaster and Mid- 
dlesex Counties. This was Colonel Ralph Wormeley (1650-1701), of Rose- 
gill, Middlesex County, member of the Governor’s Council from 1677 until 
his death in 1701, He also occupied the offices of secretary of state of the 
colony, president of the council and, as such, he was for a time acting gov- 
ernor of the colony. (Va. Mag. Vol XXXVI, page 100). Bruce in his 
Institutional History of Virginia in the 17th Century, Vol. II, pages 22-23, 
refers to the method, adopted in 1687 by the governor, of appointing mem- 
bers of the council to the positions of commanders in chief of the militia in 
counties in which they resided; and as membership in the council was too 
small in number to supply a separate officer of this rank for each county, 
one councillor, in specific instances, acted as colonel commanding for the 
whole group of counties for which he served as collector of customs, This 
will be noted in the case of Colonel Ralph Wormeley, mentioned above; 
and also in the cases of Colonel Edward Hill II (1638-1700), of Shirley, 
Charles City County, who appears as commanding the militia of Charles 
City and Surry Counties, (Va. Mag. Vol. III, page 157) and Colonel Wil- 
liam Byrd I (1653-1704) of Belvedere, Henrico County (later of Westover, 
Charles City County) who commanded the militia of both Henrico and 
New Kent Counties (Bassett, Writings of William Byrd). Colonel Charles 
Scarburgh (who died in 1703) of Accomack County, (Harrison, Waples 
and Allied Families, page 120) Colonel Richard Johnson (died circa 1698) 
of King and Queen County, (Va. Mag. Vol. XXV, page 338) and Colonel 
Edmund Jenings (1659-1727) of Ripon Hall, York County, (Va. Mag. 
Vol, IV, page 366)* members of the Council, commanded the militia of 
their respective counties. It is also interesting to note that Colonel Daniel 
Parke (1669-1710) of York County, commanded the militia of James 
City County (Va. Mag. Vol. XX, page 373) and Colonel Dudley Digges 
(1665-1710/11) of Bellfield, York County, commanded the militia of War- 
wick County (William and Mary Quarterly, 1st Series, Vol. I, page 142). 
These men were both members of the Governor’s Council. 

No “colonel” is named for the counties of Elizabeth City, Isle of Wight, 
Nansemond, Norfolk, Northumberland, Northampton, Richmond, Stafford 
and Westmoreland Counties; but the officer, heading the military or- 
ganization of each of these counties, appears with the rank of “major.” 
Campbell, History of Virginia, page 354, (quoted in Cary’s Sally Cary, A 
Long Hidden Romance of Washington’s Life . , . with notes by another 
hand . . . page 11) states that “the governor was lieutenant-general, the 
councillors lieutenants of counties with the title of Colonel, and in counties 


*Though various dates are given in several publications for the time at 
which Edmund Jenings (1658-1727) became a member of the Governor's 
Council, the correct date of his appointment appears to have been April 
21, 1691, and he took oath as councillor June 4, 1691. (Va. Mag, Vol. XX, 
pages 116 and 117), 


43 
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where no councillor resided some other person was appointed with the 
rank of major.” 

The men whose names appear in the above list as “majors” and “cap- 
tains” were members of the most substantial families in their respective 
counties. Throughout the volumes of the Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography, the William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Maga- 
zine (first and second series) and Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genea- 
logical Magazine, as well as in various works on family history, will be 
found references to these men and accounts, or notes, on the families to 
which they belonged. 

As there were several William Claibornes it may be well to state that 
“Capt Wm. Clabourn,” of King & Queen County militia is believed to 
have been William Claiborne III, son of Colonel William Claiborne II 
and his wife Elizabeth Wilkes, and grandson of the Honorable William 
Claiborne I, member of the Governor’s Council, secretary and treasurer of 
the colony of Virginia (Tyler’s Quarterly, Vol. XXI, pages 245-6). This 
William Claiborne III (died 1705) lived at Romancoke, succeeding his 
father in the ownership of that estate. Romancoke was, until 1691, situated 
in New Kent County, but, in that year, by division of that county, the es- 
tate fell within the county of King & Queen, and finally in 1701 by 
another division of territory it fell within the county of King William, In 
1698 Romancoke was in King & Queen and hence we find Captain William 
Claiborne in the military forces of that county. 

Among the Richmond County officers appears the name of Captain 
Glendining (also spelled Glendening). This gentleman married Ann Mott 
(1661-1740) of the well known family of the brothers George and John 
Mott, large land owners in the Northern Neck, and both of whom died 
in Rappahannock County. John Mott died without issue. George Mott left 
four daughters, one of whom was Mrs, Ann (Mott) Glendening. 


Major Francis Wright, of the Westmoreland County militia, was the 
son in law of Colonel John Washington (first of his line in Virginia) 
whose daughter Ann became Wright’s wife. “Cap‘ Willowby Allerton” of 
Westmoreland, was Willoughby Allerton, the son of Major Isaac Allerton 
who came from New England to Westmoreland County, Virginia, and 
forsaking the sterner ways of his Pilgrim up-bringing, appears to have 
entered wholeheartedly into the festive life of our southern clime, arrang- 
ing with his neighbors, John Lee, Henry Corbin and Thomas Gerrard “for 
building a banqueting house and for entertaining in 1670” (Lee, Lee of 
Virginia, page 530; for the text of this agreement see Va. Mag. Vol, VIII, 
pages 171-2). 

This Isaac Allerton, of Westmoreland County, was the son of Isaac and 
Fear (Brewster) Allerton and grandson of Elder William Brewster, of 
the Plymouth colony in New England. Captain Willoughby Allerton mar- 
ried (no doubt as his second; at any rate his last wife) Mrs. Hannah 
(Keene) Bushrod. This lady married first Colonel John Bushrod; second, 
Captain Willoughby Allerton; and third, Dr. John Cooper (who died in 
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1734). She was a lady of fortune, acquired from her three husbands, and 
by her will (1738) bequeathed a valuable estate to her kin. 

Among the Gloucester County officers we find “Capt George Warnur.” 
This gentleman was George Warner, son of Colonel Augustine and Mil- 
dred (Reade) Warner, of Warner Hall, Gloucester County. By the death 
of Captain George Warner and his elder brother, Robert Warner, both 
without issue (Hening, Statutes at Large of Virginia, Vol. 8, page 484) 
that distinguished name became extinct in Virginia, though the blood con- 
tinued to course (as it does to this day) through the marriages of their 
sisters: (1) Mildred Warner to Lawrence Washington (grandparents of 
General, and President, George Washington); (2) Elizabeth Warner to 
Colonel John Lewis (from whom descend the distinguished families of 
Lewis of Warner Hall, Gloucester County; of Belvoir, Albemarle County; 
and the Byrd plantation, Goochland County); and (3) Mary Warner to 
Colonel John Smith, of Purton, Gloucester County, from whom descends 
(together with many other persons of distinction) Her Majesty Elizabeth, 
the Queen of England, 
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THE BUFFALOE SETTLEMENT AND 
ITS MAKERS 


By Josern D. Eccreston, President 
Virginia Historical Society 


THe Baker FAMILy 

In the July 1941 issue of The Virginia Magazine, Rev. John 
Thomson was mentioned as the founder of The Buffaloe Settle- 
ment in the western part of Prince Edward County, Virginia. It 
was stated that in 1739 he was preaching at Cub Creek in Char- 
lotte County, at Buffaloe in Prince Edward, and in other nearby 
communities. It is evident that, though not released formally 
from his pastorate at Chestnut Level, Pennsylvania, until 1744, 
he was spending a part of his time in Prince Edward County. 
Here he remained as pastor, and probably as teacher, until 1751, 
when he removed to North Carolina, where two of his married 
daughters were living; and he died in North Carolina in 1753.1 

So great a part did the Bakers play in the pioneer settlement 
on Buffaloe, and subsequently, that it seems in order to give at 
this time a history of this family, and of some of the descendants. 

The original papers, showing the earliest assessment lists for 
the Conestoga section of Pennsylvania, including Chester and 
Lancaster Counties, were printed in September 1916 in the pro- 
ceedings of the Lancaster County Historical Society.? The first 
list, for 1718, is divided into two parts, English Inhabitants and 
Dutch Inhabitants (meaning German, Swiss, etc.). No Baker 
name appears in this first list. In the 1719 list appears the fol- 
lowing: 

Robert Baker and 2 Sons 15/4. 

Samuel Baker with his father, 16/0. 


Caleb Baker with his father, 16/0. 


1 The writer hopes that at some later date he may be enabled to publish 
a sketch of Rev. John Thomson and his descendants. Too little has been 
written about this remarkable pioneer missionary, Among his descendants 
the differences of opinion as to the number of his children vary from two 
to twelve, It seems certain that he had at least nine, The writer hopes also 
to publish later a sketch of Rev. Richard Sankey and of his descendants. 
Mr. Sankey was also one of the pioneers in The Buffaloe Settlement, and 
married a daughter of John Thomson. 


2 Vol. 20, pamphlet No. 7. 
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The second and third lines have lines of erasure run through 
them, and under “Freemen” of that year (meaning young men 
of age, but not married and having no land) appear the names 
of these two sons. Under 1720 appears the following: 

Robert Baker and Sons, 12/6. 

Dutch Baker. 

It seems evident that the unnamed sons in the 1720 list were 
other sons than Samuel and Caleb. In the 1721 list are “Robert 
Baker and son, 7/9”. In this 1721 assessment a division is made 
into English Conestoga and Palatines at Conestoga, and Robert 
Baker and son are listed under the English. This explains the 
words “Dutch Baker” in the 1720 list. In the Palatine list were 
placed the names of Germans, Swiss, etc.; in the English list 
were placed English, Scots, Scotch-Irish, etc. In 1722 Conestoga 
is divided into East and West sections, and “Robert Baker and 
son” are in the western section. The same connotation appears 
through the 1726-27 list. It is unfortunate that the “son’’ is not 
named, and it is impossible to tell whether in 1720 Douglas and 
Robert Baker, Jr., were the sons and whether in 1721 Douglas 
Baker became of age and disappeared from the list, and Robert, 
Jr., remained. The fact that Robert, Jr., was getting his land 
paid for when his father died shows that he was still in his 
minority.* 

The argument made by Dr. W. H. Whitsitt, in his life of Caleb 
Baker Wallace, that the Bakers were of German origin, as shown 
by the spelling of Caleb Baker’s name in the Amelia County, Vir- 
ginia, records, as Beaker, appears to have no validity. As indi- 
cated above, the Bakers who came to Amelia and Prince Edward 
Counties were invariably placed under the English division of as- 
sessments in Pennsylvania. Miss Lottie M. Bausman, a genealo- 
gist of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, states that these Bakers were 
“straight English’, meaning not German or Swiss. 


The tract of land owned by Robert Baker, Sr., has been defi- 
nitely located in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. He died in 


3 See Ellis & Evans’ History of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, p. 21, 

4 Mrs. Matilda W. Evans, in a letter of February 9, 1938, to Mrs. T. J. 
Deane, of Knoxville, Tenn. 

5 Letter of Nov. 18, 1939 to Mrs. James G, Johnson of Knoxville, Tenn. 

6 Old Conestoga Neighbors, printed in Proceedings of the the Lancaster 
County Historical Society, vol. 19; pamphlet No. 8. 
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1728, without a will, and the estate had therefore to be cleared 
through the Orphans’ Court. On September 13, 1728, his son 
Caleb Baker was made the administrator of the estate, and the 
bond was witnessed by Douglas Baker. The administrator’s ac- 
count does not give the distribution of the estate among the 
heirs, but does give the disbursements of obligations, and among 
the creditors are Caleb Baker, Robert Baker, Jr., and Douglas 
Baker. A careful search has not revealed the name of the wife 
of Robert Baker, Sr. It seems certain that the children of Robert 
Baker, Sr., were born abroad. 


A deed recorded July 4, 1741, in Lancaster County, Pennsyl- 
vania, gives further proof that Caleb Baker was a son of Robert, 
Sr. Caleb and his wife Martha sold land to Jacob Good, and it is 
stated that part of the land had originally belonged to Robert 
Baker, father of Caleb.7 Caleb Baker’s name appears on a peti- 
tion of February 6, 1728/9, asking that a division line be made 
between the upper and lower parts of Chester County, Pennsyl- 
vania.8 The division was made, and Lancaster County came into 
being. On May 18, 1734, Caleb Baker received a grant of 200 


acres of land.® 
As far as known, the children of Robert Baker, Sr., were: 


1. SAMUEL Baker, who married Elizabeth Thomson, daughter 
of Rev. John Thomson. A deed in Rowan County, N. C., dated 
March 4, 1755, shows that Samuel Baker was a son-in-law of 
Rev. John Thomson.?® Samuel Baker died in 1758 and left five 
children.12 The Court Minutes of Rowan County, March 1753, 
page 29, show that Samuel Baker produced a Commission from 
the Hon. Mathew Rowan appointing him as a Captain of a Com- 
pany of Foot in that County. 


2. CALEB BAKER, whose wife, according to family tradition, was 
Martha Brooks. On November 13, 1742, he bought of William 
Kennon, Sr., and William Kennon, Jr., of Henrico County, for 


7 Lancaster County, Pa., Record Book B:577. 

8 Pennsylvania Archives, sixth series, vol. 14 :266. 
® Pennsylvania Archives, third series, vol. 24:356. 
10 Rowan Ccunty, D. B, 2:64-66. 

11 Rowan County Court Minutes 1758, p. 222. 
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150 pounds, 970 acres of land on both sides of Buffaloe River,}? 
and on October 1, 1743, he bought an additional 430 acres on 
the north fork of Buffaloe, adjoining the land where he was then 
living,’ which indicates that he was a citizen of (then Amelia, 
now) Prince Edward County in 1742. His will was made No- 
vember 24, 1750, with a codicil February 6, 1754, and was proved 
on April 29 of that year.1* He is referred to as “Rev. Caleb 
Baker,” but the writer has found no evidence that he was a 
minister of the Gospel. Captain Abner Baker, in his “Life Book,” 
refers to him as “a farmer”. 

Martha (Brooks) Baker’s will was made April 20, 1759, and 
proved May 8 of that year.!° The inventory of her estate shows 
2 Bibles; one Testament; one Papist and Protestant; one Thom- 
son’s Explication of the Shorter Catechism;!® one Thomson’s 
Orphan's Legacy; one Young Man’s Companion. 

Caleb and Martha (Brooks) Baker left eight children: 

a. Samuel Baker, who died in 1782 in Prince Edward County. 
He had seven children by his first wife, whose name is not 
known. His second wife was Christian Ritchie, widow of Hugh 
Ritchie; no children by this marriage. 

b. Henry Baker, who was one of the executors of his father’s 
estate. His father left him 400 acres adjoining his brother Samuel. 
In 1746 Henry Baker purchased from his father 400 acres of 
land, which was a part of the land which had been purchased “of 
Col. Cannon”. 

c. Abraham Baker, who married Sarah . His father 
left him 200 acres.17 On June 23, 1749, he and his wife Sarah 
of (then) Amelia County, sold to Charles Anderson of said 
County 400 acres on Buffaloe River.18 Abraham Baker and 
Douglas Baker (of whom later) presumably were the first of 
the Bakers to come to Southside Virginia, to spy out the land. 
They may have come with Rev. John Thomson, on his visit to 

12 Amelia County D, B, 1:442. 

13 Amelia County D. B. 1:521. 

14 Prince Edward County D. B. 1:3. 

15 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:24. 

16 A copy of this very rare book is in the Library of The Virginia His- 
torical Society. 


17 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:3. 
18 Amelia County D. B. 3:271. 
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Cub Creek in 1739. At any rate they were favorably impressed, 
for on March 20, 1740, Abraham Baker was granted a patent of 
land in the Buffaloe neighborhood,!® and four days later Douglas 
Baker was granted a patent in the same locality.2° The records 
indicate that Abraham Baker moved to South Carolina, and left 
one son, Caleb.?! 

d. Caleb Baker, born in Lancaster, County, Pennsylvania, in 
1734, died in Prince Edward County, Virginia, March 10, 1824. 
He is the fourth child mentioned in the will of his father, who 
left him 308 acres with the father’s dwelling.?? Prior to March 
9, 1762, he married (1) Catherine Hodnett (died 1804), daugh- 
ter of John Hodnett of Buckingham County, Virginia, and 
granddaughter of John Hodnett of North Ireland. According to 
Captain Abner Baker’s “Life Bo~”,?* the Hodnetts, like the 
Bakers, were dyed-in-the-wool Presbyterians. On March 9, 1762, 
John Hodnett gave to Caleb Baker a negro woman and child “for 
natural love and effection and for his further advancement in 
the World.”’*4 In 1811 he married (2) Catherine, the widow of 
Andrew Baker, Sr.; no children by the second marriage. By the 
first marriage there were ten children who reached maturity, and 
Captain Abner Baker in his “Life Book” says that five children 
died in infancy. These ten children will be considered later. 

e. Ruth Baker. She is fifth in her father’s will, and her moth- 
er’s will mentions her as the wife of Samuel Johnston. 

f. Martha Baker, sixth in her father’s will, and mentioned in 
her mother’s will as the wife of Charles Ewing, who came from 
Londonderry, Ireland, and who was a brother of Robert Ewing, 
who married Martha’s sister Mary. 

g. Mary Baker, seventh in her father’s will, and mentioned as 
Mary Ewing, and in her mother’s will mentioned as the wife 
of Robert Ewing.?5 


19 Prince Edward County D. B, 1:159. 

20 Land Grant Book, 19 :928. 

21 Prince Edward County D. B. 6:289. 

22 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:3. 

23 Captain Abner was a son of Caleb Baker and Catherine Hodnett. He 
is fully treated later, 

24 Prince Edward County D. B. 2:94. 

_25 The order of mention of the children in the wills does not always in- 
dicate the order of birth. Caleb Baker doubtless mentions his sons in the 
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Ewinc Excursus 


Charles and Robert Ewing came from Londonderry, Ireland. 
Robert Ewing settled in (now) Bedford County, Virginia, where 
in June, 1754, he qualified as Justice of the County Court, and 
was serving as late as June 1771. He was a member of Capt. 
Thomas Buford’s Company in the Battle of Point Pleasant, Oc- 
tober 10, 1774, under Gen. Andrew Lewis. He was an Elder in 
the Presbyterian Church. He died in 1787. A son of Robert 
Ewing and Mary Baker was 

Finis Ewing, born in Bedford County, Virginia, July 10, 1773; 
married on January 15, 1793, Margaret Davidson (January 23, 
1774-January 12, 1868), daughter of Gen. William Lee David- 
son (born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, killed in action in 
1781 at Cowan’s Ford, North Carolina, while opposing the ad- 
vance of Cornwallis) and his wife Mary Brevard, daughter of 
John Brevard of North Carolina. Finis Ewing removed to 
Tennessee, and later to Logan County, Kentucky. He was or- 
dained by Cumberland Presbytery in 1803. He was chaplain and 
officer in the War of 1812; moved to Missouri in 1820; was ap- 
pointed by President Andrew Jackson as registrar of the land 
office, which position he held 1830-1841. He died in Lexington, 
Missouri, July 4, 1841. A book of his sermons was published, 
and also his biography. A son of Finis Ewing and Margaret 
Davidson was 

Ephraim Brevard Ewing, born in Todd County, Kentucky, 
May 16, 1819, died June 21, 1873; married on June 4, 1845, 
Elizabeth Allen, born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, De- 
cember 24, 1825, and died at Jefferson City, Missouri, August 10, 
1901. Ephraim Ewing attended Cumberland College, Princeton, 
Kentucky, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1842. He 
was Secretary of the State Senate in 1846; member of the Legis- 
lature, 1848; Presidential Elector 1848; Secretary of State, 1849- 
1852; elected Attorney-General 1856; member of the Supreme 
Court of Missouri, 1859-1861, when the office was vacated by the 
Reconstruction Convention. He moved to St. Louis in 1864, and 


order of their birth, and the daughters in the order of their birth, but he 
mentions his sons first, and then the daughters. His wife Martha mentions 
only five children, two sons, Samuel and Caleb, and three daughters, Ruth, 
Martha, and Mary in that order, but does not mention her daughter Esther. 
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was elected Circuit Judge of that City. In November 1872, he 
was elected to the State Supreme Court, where he remained 
until his death. 

Judge Ewing and his wife Elizabeth Allen had a daughter 
Anna Ewing, born March 29, 1846, died in Washington, D. C., 
January 6, 1894. On July 27, 1873, she married Francis Marion 
Cockrell, who was elected to the U. S. Senate 1875, and had 
a long and distinguished career as Senator; as a member of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission; as U. S. Commissioner to de- 
termine the boundary line between Texas and New Mexico; as 
civilian member of the U. S. Board of Fortifications. Senator 
Cockrell and his wife Anna Ewing had seven children.?® 

h. Easter (Esther) Baker, married Samuel Wallace, of Scotch- 
Irish descent. On September 20, 1748, he was granted in Amelia 
County, Virginia, a patent for 2017 acres of land in the Buffaloe 
section of Prince Edward County.?7 He is shown by the records 
to have been a resident of Prince Edward County, certainly until 
May 1772. He then removed to Charlotte County, Virginia, and 
in 1782 to Kentucky. Caleb Baker Wallace, born in 1742, was 
the son of Samuel and his wife Esther. He graduated at Prince- 
ton, studied for the ministry, was one of the founders of Hamp- 
den-Sydney and Liberty Hall Academies, studied law, removed 
to Kentucky, was one of the founders of Transylvania Univer- 
sity, was one of the Judges of the Court of Appeals of Ken- 
tucky at its organization in 1792. 


3. Ropert BAKER, JR., appears in (then Amelia, now) Prince 
Edward County in 1746, when on March 20 of that year he pur- 
chased 400 acres of land, “beginning at Cunningham’s corner”, 
etc. In his will it is stated that he was “of Buffaloe Settlement, in 
Prince Edward County, Gentleman”.?® His will was made March 
2, 1759, and proved April 10 of that year. His wife Mary, whose 
surname is unknown, made her will on October 9, 1760, and an 
inventory of her estate was made on February 20, 1761.7° The 
family tradition that the Bakers in Pennsylvania were manufac- 


26 For the Ewing data I am indebted to Hon. Francis M. Cockrell, of 
Washington, D, C., son of Senator Francis M. Cockrell. 


27 Virginia Land Grant Book 28 :435-6-7. 
28 Prince Edward County W. B, 1:21, 
29 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:38. 
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turers of firearms, seems to be borne out by records in Prince 
Edward County. In her will, Mary Baker speaks of her husband 
as “Gunsmith”. Tradition in the Buffaloe Settlement is that the 
Bakers were makers of firearms in the War of the Revolution; 
and one of the streams in the community is known as Gunbarrel 
Branch of Spring Creek. 

Robert Baker and his wife Mary had two children: a son Sam- 
uel, who predeceased his father, and a daughter who married 
James Anderson. In their wills Robert Baker and his wife Mary 
mention their son-in-law James Anderson and the three Anderson 
grandchildren, but do not mention their daughter. Robert Baker 
mentions the four children of his son Samuel, and leaves to his 
“well beloved grandson Robert Baker, son of Samuel Baker, all 
my working tools”.° 


4. Douctas Baker. The possibility that Douglas Baker was 
a son of Robert Baker, Sr., has been mentioned above. This be- 
comes a probability from a statement in the will of Robert Bak- 
er, Jr., who leaves 10 pounds “to my well beloved cozen Robert 
Baker, son of Douglas Baker”. In that day the word “cousin” 
usually signified nephew or niece. The records indicate that he 
and Robert Baker, Jr., were the earliest of the Bakers to ac- 
quire land in what became The Buffaloe Settlement. On March 
24, 1740, for 7 pounds, 5 shillings, Douglas Baker was granted 
1415 acres of land “on Spring Creek of Buffaloe River” ;°1 and 
on September 20, 1745, he patented 400 acres “in the County of 
Goochland, on both sides of the main branch of Willis River”.®? 
This part of Goochland became a part of Cumberland County in 
1749. On May 18, 1744, Douglas Baker and his wife Jane sold 
100 acres of land to Samuel Baker, Jr. 

Douglas Baker’s will was made February 16, 1765, and was 
proven on September 16 of that year.’ In his will he mentions 
his wife Jane and his daughters Jane and Martha. After making 
bequests to the daughters he leaves the balance of his estate to his 
wife Jane to dispose of as “shall seem meet to her.” An appraisal 


80 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:21. 
81 Virginia Land Grant Book 19:928, 

32 Idem 24:28. 

83 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:78-79. 
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of the estate was made September 25, 1765, by William Watson, 
John Fulton, and Joseph Cunningham. The witnesses to the 
will were George Shilliday, Samuel Baker, and Andrew Baker. 

As Robert Baker, Jr., and Douglas Baker both received grants 
of land in Prince Edward County in March 1740, it is reason- 
able to assume that they came to Virginia together in 1739 or 
1740 (the year then began in March), and it is reasonable to as- 
sume that they were acquainted with John Caldwell, who had 
brought his colony to Cub Creek in (then Lunenburg, now) 
Charlotte County in 1738. John Thomson had visited Cub Creek, 
Buffaloe, and other nearby communities in 1739. The three of 
them may have come together to Virginia. The assumption is 
the more reasonable if the tradition in various branches of the 
Baker family is correct—that Douglas Baker married Jane, 
daughter of Rev. John Thomson. 

Dr. Alfred J. Morrison, a close student of local history and 
local genealogy, states that “the Rev. Andrew Baker Davidson 
(more than 40 years a Trustee of Washington College) was a 
nephew of Andrew Baker, and a great grandson of John Thom- 
son, the pioneer Presbyterian minister of Prince Edward County, 
who wrote his Explication of the Shorter Catechism in Prince 
Edward County before the upper part of Amelia had been set 
off as the County of Prince Edward” .** Unfortunately Dr. Morri- 
son did not give his authority for this statement as to the relation- 
ship of Andrew Baker Davidson to John Thomson. But Dr. 
Morrison was meticulously accurate in his statements; errors 
with him were rare exceptions. The writer has tried for years 
to find the evidence of the truth of the statement made by Dr. 
Morrison and of the family tradition. 

Douglas Baker and his wife Jane had certainly nine, and prob- 
ably ten, children: 

a. Robert Baker, died 1773/4, married Margaret (probably 
Graham). He is mentioned in the will of Mary Baker as a son of 
Douglas Baker.35 Thomas Graham, James Graham, and Joseph 
Parks were witnesses to his will.3¢ 


34 Dictionary of Biography of Hampden-Sydney College, p. 60, 
85 Prince Edward County W. B, 1:38, Oct. 9, 1760. 
86 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:169. 
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b. Joshua Baker, unmarried. In his will, proved at the January 
Court 1777, he mentions his brothers Joseph, Andrew, and Doug- 
las.87 The appraisers of his estate were George Shilliday, Sam- 
uel, Andrew, Douglas, and Joseph Baker, and John Armstrong, 
Legatees in said estate.38 

c. Douglas Baker, died 1778, married Mary Elliott, daughter of 
Robert Elliott and his wife Mary Baker. Douglas Baker and his 
wife Mary Elliott left three children, one of whom, Nancy Baker 
(died 1828) married Joseph Morton®® (born 1760), son of 
Josiah Morton and his wife Elizabeth Venable. By the marriage 
of Nancy Baker and Joseph Morton, there were five children.*® 

d. Joseph Baker. Diligent search has not revealed the name of 
his wife. His guardian’s account indicates that he was born be- 
tween December 1753 and February 1754. Andrew Baker in his 
will mentions “my brother Joseph Baker and his children”, and 
mentions Joseph Baker’s son Andrew.*! In his will Joshua Baker 
says, “I give unto my brother Joseph Baker my Smith tools . . 
I give my brother Joseph the Smith tools in my possession, being 
the property (of) Douglas Baker when he comes to age”. This 
seems to indicate that Joseph Baker had a son Douglas. Andrew 
Baker, Jr., son of Joseph Baker, was born about 1775/6, and died 
between October 26, and November 19, 1832.42 He married on 
June 19, 1799,4% Polly Price (born about 1779/80, died 1821), 
daughter of William Price and his wife Sarah Baldwin. Andrew 
Baker, Jr., was an elder in the Buffaloe Presbyterian Church; 
was an officer in the War of 1812; is said to have died when he 
was thrown from a gig, while on his way to attend Court in 
Richmond, Virginia. 

Andrew Baker, Jr., and his wife Polly Price had eight chil- 


37 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:196. 

38 Prince Edward County W. B. 1:235. 

39 Prince Edward County Mar. Bond Oct. 15, 1796, which states that 
she was the “daughter of Douglas Baker, deceased”, Robert Elliott in his 
will mentions his granddaughter Nancy Baker, Prince Edward County W. 


40 A son of this marriage was Jacob Woodson Morton, born May 22, 
1801, died August 26, 1852, married in March 1830, Mary Jane Venable, 
born January 31, 1810, By this last marriage there were seven children. 

41 Prince Edward County W. B. 3:353, January 3, 1804. 

42 Prince Edward County W. B. 7:309. 

43 Prince Edward County mar. reg. 


. 
B. 2:67. 
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dren. Of these, Andrew Berkeley Baker (March 20, 1814-June 
17, 1879) married (1) Sarah Hamilton, and (2) Louise Cannon 
Webb, daughter of Robert Webb and his wife Mary Watkins 
(daughter of Samuel Watkins and his wife Martha Cannon).*4 
Andrew B. Baker was a member of the Home Guard in the War 
of 1861-65, and lived near the Appomattox Battlefield. 

By his second wife Andrew Berkeley Baker had thirteen chil- 
dren, one of whom, Harriet Baker (October 26, 1848-December 
15, 1883) married, on December 2, 1868, Willis Arthur Plunkett 
(April 12, 1848-October 26, 1889), son of John Plunkett and his 
wife Cynthia Anne Maria Staples. A daughter of Willis A. 
Plunkett and Harriet Baker is Hattie Willis Plunkett who mar- 
ried Thomas Jellis Deane, of Knoxville, Tenn. 

e. Andrew Baker, known as Andrew Baker, Sr., who mar- 
ried Catherine-————. His will, a lengthy one, was made January 
3, 1804, and proved on June 18 of that year. He had no children, 
and his large estate, after due provision for his wife, was with 
certain exceptions distributed among various members of the 
Baker family. The will is thus a mine of family genealogy. Some 
of his slaves he freed, and made provision for their support. 
Others were to be freed after a term of years; and provision 
was made that the negro children should be educated “so far as 
will enable them to read distinctly and well’, and they were to 
be taught a trade, arid at the age of 21 were to be emanicapated, 
and were to be sent “to the Northwestern Territory”, if they 
desired to go there, in which case provision should be made for 
defraying their expenses “to that Country”. 

He gives “to my loving wife, my brother Samuel’s children, 
and my nephew Elliott Baker all my right and interest unto three 
shares in the Buffaloe Congregation Library”. He makes a be- 
quest “to the fund of the Buffaloe Congregation”. He gives “to 
the Session of the Buffaloe Congregation and their Successors” 
money “to be applyed to the purchasing (of) religious Books, 
for the use of such poor youths as are unable to purchase for 
themselves”. He provides that money shall “be given to the 


44 Samuel Watkins (about 1770/1-1841) was the son of Captain Joel 


Watkins, Sr., of Prince Edward, and his wife Rhoda Gresham, of King and 
Queen County descent. Captain Joel Watkins, Sr., was a son of Thomas 
Watkins of “Swift Creek”. 
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Charitable Funds proposed to be raised by the Presbytery of 
Hanover and by the managers thereof applyed to the educating 
(of) poor and pious youth”, and directs that certain moneys be 
“applyed to the support of missionaries” and for the “purchas- 
ing (of) useful Books to be distributed amongst the poor”.*5 

Andrew Baker, Sr., was an officer in the War of the Revolu- 
tion, and was a member of the Prince Edward County Com- 
mittee of Safety.*® He is said to have been an Elder in the Buf- 
faloe Presbyterian Church, and was probably the originator of 
The Buffaloe Circulating Library, which was organized in 1803.47 
His residence, “Rose Hill,” nestled among old trees still stands 
in good condition, overlooking Buffaloe River, about two and 
one half miles southwest of Hampden-Sydney. 

The reputation of the Bakers as artisans of a high order is 
borne out by the inventory of the estate of Andrew Baker, Sr., 
which shows that he had “a quantity of Silver Smith’s shop Tools 
of Various descriptions and denominations”, with an estimated 
value of 135 pounds; no small value in that day. His wife Cath- 
erine, who in October 18114 married Caleb Baker, son of Caleb 
and Martha Brooks, died in 1815. 

f. Jean (Jane) Baker, married John Armstrong. 

g. Esther Baker, married George Shilliday, and had issue. 

h. Martha Baker, married William Davidson. Andrew Baker, 
Sr., in his will mentions “my sister Mattie Davidson and her 
children.” William Davidson made his will in Botetourt County, 
Virginia, and it was recorded there at the December Court, 1812. 
A son of William Davidson and Martha Baker was Rev. Andrew 
Baker Davidson (1779-1861), who attended Washington Col- 
lege; was principal of Anne Smith Academy at Lexington, Vir- 
ginia; was pastor of several churches in Rockbridge County; 
and was a trustee of Washington College. 

i. Samuel Baker (died 1802), married Mary 
seven children. 


, leaving 


45 Prince Edward County W. B. 3:353, 
46 American Archives, vol. 3:616-617 
47 Virginia Magazine, vol, 49 :157,ff, 


48 Prince Edward Coun . Oc : ‘ 
Baker, Jr. ty mar. bond, October 8, 1811; security, Caleb 
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j. The records seem to indicate that another daughter of Doug- 
las Baker married a Shilliday, first name not known. 


Caleb Baker, son of Caleb Baker and his wife Martha Brooks, 
had, by his wife Catherine Hodnett, the following children who 
lived to maturity : 

a. Susanna Baker, married John Greenwood.*® 

b. Martha (Patsy) Baker, married Robert Greenwood.*° 

e. Sarah Baker, married Arthur Jones of Buckingham County. 
They moved to Alabama.®! 

d. Catherine G. Baker married Elijah Hendricks.5? 

e. Abner Baker, of whom later. 

f. Lucy Baker, married John Hudson.5* They moved to Ala- 
bama. 

g. Brooks Baker, married Elizabeth King of Charlotte County, 
Virginia.54 

h. William Baker, married Mary S. Jones; issue, four children. 

i. Nancy Baker, married Francis Gaines.°° A family paper 
states that Nancy Baker married Eldridge, and left a 
daughter Mildred Eldridge. Nancy Baker may have married 
twice. 

j. Caleb Baker, of whom nothing is known except that he 
moved to Franklin County, Kentucky.®® 

Abner Baker, son of Caleb Baker, Jr., and his wife Catherine 
Hodnett, was born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, Septem- 
ber 18, 1775, moved to Kentucky in 1795, and on October 19, 
1796, married Elizabeth Buford (November 15, 1781-January 
11, 1825) of Lincoln County, Kentucky, daughter of William E. 
Buford and his wife Mary Welch.5? On September 9, 1828, Ab- 
ner Baker married, as his second wife, Sarah Letcher; no issue. 


49 Prince Edward County mar. bond, November 15, 1791, 
50 Prince Edward County mar, bond, July 26, 1797. 

51 Prince Edward County mar. register, January 8, 1795. 
52 Prince Edward County mar, bond, March 18, 1801. 

53 Prince Edward County mar. bond, June 3, 1790. 

54 Charlotte County, Virginia, mar, bond, January 22, 1794. 
55 Prince Edward County mar, bond, December 17, 1787. 
56 Prince Edward County D. B., 19:188-189. 

57 Family Bible & Life Book of Abner Baker. 
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He wrote in later life an interesting Life Book, giving a sketch 
of his own life, and valuable data about his ancestry and about 
other branches in the Baker family. His older brother William 
graduated at Hampden-Sydney College in 1787, married Mary 
S. Jones, daughter of Thomas Jones; moved to Tennessee, and 
then to Kentucky, where he died ante November 1822. Abner 
Baker states that his father offered to send him to College, but 
he declined—a decision he deeply regretted in after life. After 
going to Kentucky, where he lived with his brother William, he 
determined to make up for his educational deficiency as far as 
possible, and took advantage of the excellent library owned by 
his brother. 

In 1796 Abner Baker was made chief clerk of Gerrard County, 
Kentucky ; in 1803 was elected to the Kentucky Legislature with- 
out offering for the office; and in 1805 was re-elected without a 
dissenting vote. At this time the Governor appointed him Captain 
of the Light Infantry. In 1807 he was appointed Judge of the 
Clay County Court, holding this position until 1826. He received 
grants for over 26,000 acres of land in Kentucky and for 5,000 
acres in Tennessee.°® Abner Baker and his wife Elizabeth Bu- 
ford had fifteen children, the oldest of whom was Caleb Hodnett 
Baker, born February 18, 1799, died September 1862.59 

Caleb Hodnett Baker, son of Abner Baker and his wife Eliza- 
beth Buford, married three times, his third wife being Mrs. 
Elizabeth (Martin) Hudson, of Jackson County, Alabama, whom 
he married on September 28, 1847. In early manhood he es- 
tablished his seat at “Mount Pleasant” on a high hill overlook- 
ing the Holston (now Tennessee) River, where he had a planta- 
tion of 15,000 acres. A large slaveholder, he made it a rule not 
to separate his slave families. In the War of 1861-65 he was a 
Union sympathizer. His wife Elizabeth (Martin) Baker died 
May 30, 1888.1 

Caleb Hodnett Baker and his wife Elizabeth (Martin) Baker, 
had six children. Of these, Caleb Hodnett Baker, Jr., was born 


58 Data from Abner Baker’s Life Book, 

59 Baker Family by Catherine (Baker) Johnson; manuscript. 

60 Tdem. 

61 Data from manuscript copy of The Baker Family, by Catherine (Bak- 
er) Johnson. 
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December 27, 1850; married (1) on November 17, 1871, Delilah 
Jane Simpson (born September 14, 1851, died March 23, 1876), 
daughter of Jesse and Mary Jane (Anderson) Simpson. To this 
union were born two children: 

a. Joseph William Baker, born October 25, 1872; married on 
February 25, 1896, Berta Bell French, born August 21, 1879. 
There are five children by this marriage. 

b. Catherine Ida Baker, born April 25, 1875. She was educated 
in the public schools of Knox County, Tennessee, and at the 
University of Tennessee. On November 15, 1894, she married 
James Grant Johnson, of Knoxville, born February 14, 1871, a 
Bachelor of Law of the University of Tennessee, receiving his 
degree in 1901. For many years he was connected with the Law 
Department of the Southern Railway; was County attorney of 
Knox County from April 1910 until April 1940, when he resign- 
ed the office. He has been assistant district attorney of the Louis- 
ville and Nashville Railroad for East Tennesse since 1905. 


Mr. and Mrs. James G. Johnson have two children: 

a. Delilah Ann Johnson, born Dec. 15, 1895; graduated at the 
University of Tennessee in 1919; married on April 21, 1926, John 
Washington Britton of Knoxville; issue, one son, John W. Brit- 
ton, Jr., born Oct. 8, 1931. 

b. James William Kelly Johnson, Bachelor of Arts of the 
University of Tennessee, 1927; LL.B., Harvard Law School, 
1931; practicing attorney in Knoxville. He was born Aug. 25, 
1905, and married on June 20, 1934, Katherine Elizabeth Good- 
lett, born July 16, 1909. Issue, Katherine Lee, born June 6, 1935, 
and James Gibb, born Nov. 2, 1937. 
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BUFFALO CIRCULATING LIBRARY 
(Concluded) 


[51] 
Resolved that the share be longing to the Est of John Andrews 
dec? be transfered to W™ Berkeley & that the same do stand in 
future in the name of W™ Berkeley. 
A motion was made & seconded whether the Annual tax should 
be reduced from 25 Cents to 1214 Cents which was determined 
in the negative 
Resolved That the Librarian do give a written notice of the 
next annual meeting to Sam! Hill & Allen W Elliot that if they 
do not attend either in person or by proxy. that they will be 
subject to fines for non attendance 
Resolved That there be no books purchased by the standing 
committee until after the next annual meeting at which then 
shall meet a majority 
A motion was made & seconded that a committee should be ap- 
pointed to examine the Acct of treasurer Resolved therefore 
that W™ Berkeley Sam! Baldwin Tho* W M‘°Glasson & Lillious 
D Womack or any two of them do examine the 

[52] 
treasurer’s Acct® since the report of 1816 to Feb’ 34 1821 & make 
report thereof at the next annual meeting 
A motion was made & seconded that a committee be appointed 
to examine into the state of the Library 
Resolved Therefore that And*® Baker, W™ Berkeley, Lillious 
D Womack & Nath! Price do examine into the state of the Li- 
brary & make report thereof to the next annual meeting 

Test 
TWMc¢Glasson Clk. W"Berkeley Prest. 

A List of fines assessed at the different meetings & issued to the 
Librarian for Collection 
Adam Calhoun 5 Sam! Baldwin 2 Tho* B Clarke ... 1 
Ja* M°Kle ... 3. And* Baker . Lillious D Womack 2 


2 
Elliott Baker . 4 W™ Baldwin. 1 W™ Berkeley .... 2 
Nat. Price ... 1 Robt Hill ... 1 


T. W M®Glasson . 1 


= 
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Delinquents at the Called meeting Feb’ 3, 1821 
Adam Calhoun 
Elliott Baker 
Tho* B Clarke’s Share not represented 
Est W™ Baldwin’s d°—————d° 
Allen W Elliott 
Sam! Hill 
[53] 
At a meeting of the shareholders of the Buffalo Circulating Li- 
brary Jan’ 1822. Present W™ Berkeley, Nath’ Price, And” 
Baker, James Mickle, John Cunningham, Sam! Baldwin, Robt 
Hill, & Tho* W M‘Glasson. 


Agreeable to the 10% Article of the Constitution they proceeded 
to Elect their Officers, which are as follows, 

W™ Berkeley, president 

John Cunningham, Librarian 

Tho* W M¢‘Glasson. Clerk P 
A report was presented & read from the committee appointed at 
the (called) meeting in Feb’ Last to examine the Librarian’s 


Acc* which is as follows 
1822 M* John Cunningham . 


Jan’ 9 To the Buffalo Librarian D* 
To Amt due from him as P statement from himself & 


Report Continued 
[54] 


List of Balances not collected, due the 1** Oct™ 1821 
W Baldwin’s Est ....$ 2.50 Amt Brot forward .. 13.75 


Nath? Price 1.00 Allen Elliott, 11 Y* ..$ 2.75 
TW M¢&Glasson. 17 Y*. 5.00 T. B. Clarke ....... 75 
Robert Hill ......... 25 James Mickle-6 Y*.. 1.50 
Andrew Baker ...... 2.00 Adam Calhoun - 16 Y* 4.00 
Sam! Baldwin ...... 2.00 Sam! Hill. 11 Y? ... 2.75 
L. D. Womack ..... 1.00 Elliott Baker. 18 Y*.. 6.00 
Carried forward ..$13.75 $31.50 


The above is due for Annual Tax 
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Fines for Keeping Books over Legal time 


Tho® B Clarke ...... .10 Sam! Baldwin ....... .20 

T W M&Glasson ..... .10 James Mickle for 

Matt’ Pelee 10 Book Lest ...... 25 

Elliott Baker P M* Amt brot forward .... .70 
Moseley ....... $1.15 


Carried forward . $ 70 
List of fines for not attending Annual Meetings 


No No 

Adam Calhoun 5. .$1.25 Robert Hill 1..$ .25 
Ja* Mickle Tho* B Clarke l.. 
Elliott Baker 4.. 1.00 L. D. Womack 2.0. ae 
Nath! Price W Berkeley 
Sam! Baldwin T W M&Glasson 1... .25 
And” Baker 2 50 Amt brot forward .. 4.50 
W Baldwin Est 1 25 —_—_—— 

$6.25 


Carried forward ...$4.50 


Agreeable to an Order made Feb’ 34, 1821 We have proceeded 
to examine the Acct* of the Librarian & find a balance in his 
hands of $36.79. Also Balances due & not collected, for Annual 
Tax $31.50, Also $1.15 fines Keeping Books over the term of 
time allowed, & $6.25 fines for not attending Annual Meetings 
making in the whole Amt $75.69. 

TWM¢Glasson 

W"™Berkeley 

Which report was agreed to. 
[55] 
A report was presented & read from the committee appointed at 
the (called) meeting in Feb” Last to examine into the State of 
the Library which report is as follows 
Catalogue of Books belonging to the Buffaloe Library Society on 
the 9 January, 1822, in performance of an Order made at a 
meeting of the share holders on the 3¢ day of feb’ 1821 directing 
the subscribers to examine the state & condition of the Library 
& to report to the next meeting 
report Continued 
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Order 
Marshall’s L. Washington tolerable 
very bad 
Goldsmith’s A Nature .... good 
Young’s Works very bad 
Davies’s Sermons d° 
World Displayed. ............. tolerable 


Gisborne’s Duties of Men .... Good 
Edwards against Chauncey d?° 
Mosheim’s Ec. History ... d° 
Russell’s Modern Europe 
Wetherspoon’s Works ..... d° 
Edwards on Redemption ... d° 
Life of Watts Dodderidge d?° 
Willichie’s Lectures. ......... tolerable 
Beauties E Magazine ... d° 


Order 
Morse’s Gazetteer ..........0 Bad 
Paley’s Philsosophy ............ tolerable 
vidences ..........+ Good 


Gordon’s History of America Bad 
Robertson’s d° 


Jefferson’s Notes d° 
Gisborne’s Religion ........ dad 
Hunters S. Biography ... d° 
Butlers Analogy Good 
Morse’s Georgraphy ......... very bad 
Wilberforce’s View ....... Good 
Newton’s Prophecies ........ d° 
Rollins Ancient History 

3Vol. Bad the rest ........ Good 


Prideaux Connections .... 


Order 
Points of Faith ............. tolerable 
Exercise of the Heart ........ d° 
Good 


[56] 

Order 

very good 
Franklin’s Works good 
Gardiner’s Life d° 
Newton’s Works. d° 
Doddrige’s Sermons .......... d° 
Religious Repository ........ d° 
Scott’s Lessons Bad 

Harvey’s Meditations .... tolerable 

Campbell on Miracles .... very good 
Bellamys Essays. d° 
Watts M. Thoughts ......... d° 

Beatie’s Evidence ............. tolerable 

Order 

Good 
Edwards on O. Sin ........0.. d° 
Gospel its own Witness ... Bad 
Edwards on Affection ...... Good 
Christian Remembrancer .... d° 
Dickerson’s letters. ............ d° 
Looking Bad 
Whitefield’s life ............ d° 
Thompson’s Seasons ......... Good 
Introduction to E. G. ......... d° 
Essay on Crimes... 

Christian World .............. tolerable 
Life of Mahomet ................ d° 
Christian Parent 
Cornaro on Health ............. d° 

[57] 

Pamphlets 


Deserted Village 
Method with the Deists 
Infant Baptism 
As good as pamphlets can be 


Aggreeably to the order beforementioned we the Subscribers 
met on the day above mentioned & respectfully Report the fore- 
going as the true situation of the Library belonging to the Buf- 
faloe Library Society as shown us by the Librarian 


Which report 


W™ Berkeley 
Nathaniel Price 
And’ Baker 


was agreed to. 
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The vote was taken whether the delinqueats at the last annual 
meeting should be fined or not & was determined in the affirma- 
tive against Lillious D Womack 

Elliott Baker 

Allen W. Elliott 

Adam Calhoun 

And*® Baker & in the negative against 

Sam! Hill 

Tho* B Clarke 

[58] 

A Motion was made by NPrice to Dissolve the Company & di- 
vide the Library which motion was Carried by a majority of one 
vote Which caused the following resolutions to be entered into. 
Viz 
Resolved that Sam! Baldwin, Robt Hill And” Baker, Tho* W M*- 
Glasson & W™ Berkeley or any three of them Proceed to allot the 
books belonging to the Library into Nineteen equal shares ( or as 
near equal as practicable) in order for a division 


Resolved that said committee shall after Dividing the said 
Books as aforesaid to proceed to N° the lots & divide the same by 
ballot between those entitled to distribution 

Resolved that said Committee shall proceed to make sale of the 
Desk & Book Case which Am* shall be made a part of the funds 
in hand. 


Resolved that no more Books be let out of the Library until a 
division 
Resolved that the committee shall meet on the Last Friday in 
March next to divide the Library & funds 
Resolved that the share holders be notified to attend on the 
last Saturday in March to receive their proportions of the Li- 
brary. 

[59] 
Resolved That when a set of Volumes shall exceed the valua- 
tion of a share the whole set shall be Kept in a lot & the share- 
holder to whom such lot shall fall shall receive the Overplus as 
a part of his share of the funds (or pay the Overplus in money 
TWM¢&Glasson Clk Berkeley, prest 
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Acct of Balances due the Library Comp” 


Es‘ W®™ Baldwin D’ 

To Ba' due for Annual tax $2.50 
1 fine for not attending 
Annual Meeting 25 


2.75 


Drew N° 15- to receive 3.00 
17- d° 2.25 


5.25 


Tho* W M‘Glasson D’ 
To ba' due for An, Tax .... $5.00 
1 fine for not Returng 


book .10 

d° attending 
Annual meeting 25 

And” Baker 


To Ba’ due for Annual tax $2.00 
3 fines for not attending 


Annual meeting 75 
Drew N° 1, - to pay, ...... 1.50 
4.25 

L. D Womack D’ 


To Ba' due for Annual Tax $1.00 
3 fines for not attending 


annual meeting 75 
1.75 
Drew N° 18 
2.50 
Tho* B, Clarke 


To Ba' due for Annual Tax $0.75 
1 fine for Keeping books .25 
2 not attending 
Annual meeting 


Nath’ Price D’ 
To Ba' due for Annual tax $1.00 
1 fine for not returning 
book 


10 

1 d° attending 
Annual meeting ............. 25 
1.35 
3.85 
Drew N° 13-to receive ........ 09 
3.76 


Robert Hill D’ 
To Ba' due for Annual Tax $0.25 
1 fine for not attending 


annual Meeting 
Drew N® 10 - to pay 2.50 
3.00 
[60] 

Sam' Baldwin D’ 


To Ba' due for Annual Tax $2.00 
2 fines for not attending 


Annual meeting 
2 fines for Keeping books ro 
2.70 
Drew N® 6 to pay 50 
3.20 

Allen W Elliott D’ 

To Ba’ due for Annual tax $2.75 

Drew N° 14. to receive ....... 1.50 

1.25 

James M°Kle 

To Ba' due for Annual Tax $1.50 
.25 
3 fines for not attending 

2.50 
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Adam Calhoun D’ Elliott Baker D’ 

To Ba’ due for Annual tax $4.00 To Ba' due for Annual Tax $6.00 
6 fines for not attending 5 fines for not attending 
Annual meeting 1.50 Annual meeting. 1.25 

Drew N° 5 to 14.00 
5.50 
Drew N° 16 to receive ...... 3.25 21.25 
Dividend 12.26 
2.25 
8.99 
Sam' Hill D’ 
To Ba’ Due for Annual Tax $2.75 W” Berkeley D® 
To 2 fines for not attending 

John Cunningham Annual meeting $0.50 

To Am‘ monie* 

Collected as P. Report ......$36.79 [62] 


I hereby transfer my share of the Books in the Buffalo Circu- 
lating Library to the trustees of Buffalo Congregation to be ap- 
plied as they shall think best for the benefit of Said congrega- 
tion. 

T. W. M®Glassen .. owes .. $0.871%4 

Elliott Baker d° 9-2d 

by Andrew Baker to J. C. 
W™ Berkeley for Book Case .... 10-2d 


56.6614 
[63] 
[66] 

Ne 1- Mosheims History 

Drawn by Andrew Baker - to pay .........eeeeeeeees 1.50 
To Pay - 1.50 $ 7.50 
Morses Gazetteer ......... 
Drawn by Sam! Baldwin $ 7.50 
Essays on crimes ..... 
Drawn by Sam! Hill $ 7.50 
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N° 4. Russells Modern Europe ............ccccecccces $10. 
to Pay 2.50 
Drawn by Nath! Price $ 7.50 

to Pay —— 2.50 

Drawn by Elliott Baker $ 7.50 

Drawn by Sam! Baldwin $ 7.50 
to pay — $0.50 —- 
[67] 

Ne 7- Predenun's Commectioms. $ 5. 
to Receive 88 cents $ 7.50 

Drawn by Tho* W M®Glasson 

Edwards on Redemption 1.50 - C. Parent 25% .. 1.75 
English Grammar Dickerson 25% ....... 
Devout exercises 25° Wilberforce’s Views $1 .. 1.25 
Drawn by Tho* Clarke $ 7.50 

Ne 9- Hunters Sacred Biography .............-++++-- $ 4. 

Whitfield 3/- Thompson’s Seasons 3/ .......... 1. 
Gospel its own witmess 

Christian World 3/- Life of Franklin 3/ ........ 5 
Dickerson’s Letter 3/- Guthrie’s Int: 1/6 ........ 75 
Drawn by W™ Berkeley $ 7.50 
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[68] 
Drawn by Robert Hill 
to pay - 2.50 $ 7.50 
Drawn by James Mickle $ 7.50 
A. Baker $ 7.50 
Doddridge & Watts .......... wees 1. 
75 
Paradise lost 66% G.s Life 25% 91 
Parks travels 6/. Edwards on Sin 4/6 ............ 1.75 
to receive 9 cents $ 7.50 


Drawn by Nath’ Price 


Ne 14 - Davies’s Sermons 
Newton’s Prophecies ................ 
P- Evidences 6/. Dod: Sermons 1/6 ...... 


to receive 1.50 
Drawn by Allen W. Elliott 


N 
‘ 
[69] 
6.0 @ oe 
1.25 
Watts Miscellanies 3/. Conaro on health 1/ ........ 75 
To receive eee ere ese eee 1.50 te 
$ 7.50 


] 


BUFFALOE CIRCULATING LIBRARY 335 


N° 15 - Beauties of Evang' Magazine ............... $ 2. 
Christian Remembrancer 50 
to receive 3.00 $ 7.50 
Drawn by E. Baldwin por 
3.25 
to receive 3.25 
$ 7.50 
Drawn by Adam Calhoun we 
[70] 
Ne 17 Robertoom’s $ 2. 
Edward’s on Affection .............ccccececes 75 
Select Poems 3/- Knox’s Essays 9/- .......... y 5 
to receive 2.25 $ 7.50 
Drawn by E. Baldwin 
Religious Repository 
Campbell on Miracles 50 
5.00 
to receive 2.50 $ 7.50 


Drawn by L. D. Womack 


, 
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2 Witherspoons works ................ 
3 Goldsmiths Animated Nature ........ + ——— 
4 Russels Modern Europe ............ 5 —— 
5 Marshall’s Life Washington .......... 5 —— 
7 Predeaux’s connections .............. fo 
8 Gisborne’s Duties of Men ........... 2 

17 Robertsons History of S America ..... 2 ——— 

18 Gordon’s De 30 

9 Hunters sacred Biography ........... 3 —— 

15 Beauties of Evang! Magazine ......... 

10 ——— 

14 Newton’s Prophecies ................ 2 


carried over 


Amount brought over 


17 Beattie’s Evidences ................ ve2 
15 The Christian Remembrancer ........ 1 
16 Harvie’s Meditations ............... 1 
17 Edwards on the Affection ............ 1 
18 Religious Repository ............... 1 
18 Campbell on Miracles ............... 1 
M4 Cormero om . 1 


in 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


[71] 
$ 9. 
6. 
7. 
10. 
14. 
8. 
5. 
4, 
2. 
1 
2 
a 0 
$109. 
[72] 
$109. 
—— 0.50 
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14 Watt’s Miscellanies 1 
14 Doddridge’s Sermons ............... 1 
8 Edwards on Redemption ............ 1 


carried 


Amount brought forward 


15 Paley’s Philosophy Vi 
13 Life of Doddridge & Watts ........ 1 
12 Edwards v-s Chauncey ............. 1 
2 Morses Gazzetteer 1 
11 Gisborne on Religion ................ 1 
9 Gospel its own witness .............. 1 
carried over 


Amount brought over 


3 Essays on crimes & punishments ...... 
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[73] 
$120.41 
1. 
1.37 
|| 
1. 
1. 
| | 
1. 
50 
50 : 
50 
50 
50 
50 
25 
133.28 
[74] 
$133.28 
50 
25 
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8 Devout exercises of the heart 
8 Dickerson’s 5- points 
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pays ... $ 2.50 
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THE BACHELORS OF VIRGINIA THANK 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR NICHOLSON 
By Cuarves F, 
Professor of History, University of Missouri 


Among the Ellesmere Papers in the Huntington Library is a 
rather curious address to Lieutenant-Governor Francis Nichol- 
son, composed about 1691.1 Nicholson (1655-1728) had one of 
the most varied careers of any English official in America, and in 
general has deserved rank among the abler colonial administra- 
tors.? After some military experience he began his political career 
in 1686 under Sir Edmund Andros and in 1688 was appointed 
lieutenant-governor of New York. His regime ended with the 
downfall of James II and the revolution in New York. In 1690 
he became lieutenant-governor of Virginia where he had an 
unusually successful and happy administration for over a year 
and a half, and during which time the accompanying address was 
drawn up. From 1694 to 1698 he was governor of Maryland but 
he did not repeat his Virginia successes, and left in a cloud of 
wrangling to return to Virginia as governor. Unfortunately, here 
again he failed to duplicate his earlier triumphs and was relieved 
in 1705. A few years later, after actively engaging in an expedi- 
tion against Canada, he became governor of Nova Scotia. His 
final administrative venture of this sort came as the first royal 
governor of South Carolina, 1720-25. 

As an administrator, though not always popular or even suc- 
cessful, Nicholson was well above the average; and had not his 
violent temper nullified some of his achievements, he might have 
stood with the select few at the top. A staunch upholder of the 
church and state, he nonetheless made it his business to acquire 


1 Catalogued El 9830, it is among the papers of John, third Earl of 
Bridgewater, first commissioner of trade and plantations at the time. It is 
printed here with the kind permission of the Huntington Library authori- 
ties. The date 1691 is suggested because Nicholson was lieutenant-governor 
at that time. 

? For further information about Nicholson and his American activities 
see especially the article by L. W. Labaree in the Dictionary of American 
Biography, and H. L. Osgood, The American Colonies in the Eighteenth 
Century, vols. I and II (New York, 1924), passim. Nicholson would well 
repay any student who wished to do a full-length biography. 
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a large familiarity with colonial problems and viewpoint. His 
extensive travels and volumnious correspondence testify to his 
breadth of interest, as do his election to a fellowship in the Royal 
Society and his contributions, both moral and financial, to 
the College of William and Mary in Virginia and the school in 
Maryland which has since become St. John’s College, Annapolis. 
Possibly his most conspicuous public interests were military, an 
element of his activities which is clearly mirrored by the brief 
document published for the first time below. 


This document does not require, indeed does not permit, ex- 
tensive comment. Of itself, it is a “sport,” and belongs to that 
lengthy list of varied items which possess value only in enlarg- 
ing our appreciation of our ancestors. If, however, it does not 
revolutionize existing knowledge, it does throw a small beam of 
light upon Virginia life in the late seventeenth century. For 
greater convenience of reading and ease of understanding, the 
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization have been modernized; 
the meaning of course remains unchanged in every particular. 


To the Right Honorable Francis Nicholson Esquire their Majes- 
ties’ Lieutenant Governor the most humble address and re- 
quest of the Bachelors in his Government of Virginia, 


Amidst the three victories that happened to Philip King of 
Macedon on the birth of his son Alexander, his Olympic garland, 
he accounted the most honorable, and we, sir, are highly sensible 
of the great advantage we keep from your honorable industry 
and care in that noble design of having us trained up, in the man- 
ly exercises of youth and feats of activity; whereby, as the Gre- 
cians from their Olympic games, the great school of Hercules, 
we may readily be accomplished, for the defense and improve- 
ment of our country, exercising our bodies; setting edge upon 
our spirits, giving us the opportunity to antedate manhood and 
to commence candidates for the prosperity of our native soil, in 
the minority of youth, but with this main difference between 
them and us, that we are allowed the happiness of the solemnity 
every year, which the Greeks had but once in four; and for as 
more laudable distinctions, you have also dignified us with pious 
admonition of a sermon which being so awful, for the future 
conduct of our. lives, and the words thereof only transient, we 
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most humbly entreat your Honor that it may be printed, there 
being many things profitable and (with submission to your hon- 
orable judgment) nothing in it amiss, unless it be that the au- 
thor either through modesty, or fearing the censures of peevish 
men, is a great deal too nigardly in dilating on that your Honor’s 
character, which is so joyfully [ ]® over this whole domin- 
ion, and we also most humbly intreat that this our earnest re- 
quest, may be prefixed thereunto, as a small indication of our 
gratitude, that if ever your Honor should cease to be our Gov- 
ernor, which we pray God may never terminate, but (after a 
long and prosperous life here) with your translations to a bless- 
ed immortality, it may even then testify our obligations, and the 
sincerity of our acknowledgment to posterity. 


3 Indecipherable, but obviously some form of “eulogized.” 


is 

is 

al 

to 
in 

n 

af 

it 

~ 

yt 

f 


342 


PURCHASERS OF SALT IN 
OLD DUNMORE COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1776 


By Rev. Wittiam TwyMANn WILLIAMS 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 


On March 27, 1776, the Virginia Committee of Safety directed 
Col. Fielding Lewis to “distribute the salt sent from Philadel- 
phia” among twelve counties in quantities proportioned to the 
number of their militia. To Dunmore County, with militia num- 
bering 1,050, were to be distributed 525 bushels of the salt (Cal- 
endar of Virginia State Papers, Vol. 8, p. 140). 

Under date of April 2, 1776, Col. Lewis addressed “To the 
Chairman of the Committee of Dunmore County” the following 
letter : 

Sir There is One hundred & Seventy four Bush’. 
of salt lodged here by the Committee of Safety for the 
use of your County, and should what I expect arrive 
safe, there will be about Two Hundred and Sixty 
bush’. more, please to send for what is now here and 
the money for it, the price is Five Shillings & threepence 
pr bush!. 
I am S"'. Your most Obed* Humble Servant 
Fielding Lewis 

Two of the following three lists! account for a considerable 

part of this consignment of salt, and—of more interest and im- 


1 These documents, with the letter of Col. Fielding Lewis, are part of “The 
Bird-Samuels Papers”, several of which have been published in this maga- 
zine (Vol. 44, pp. 102, 246). This collection, presented to the Society by 
Bernard Samuels, M. D., of New York City, has to do with activities of 
the Committee of Safety of Dunmore (then embracing part of Warren and 
Page as well as present Shenandoah) County. The papers had belonged to 
Col. Abraham Bird (1731-1820), a member of the Committee, and on his 
removal to Kentucky in 1803 were left with his son, Capt. George Bird 
(1763-1826) of Shenandoah County. From him they passed to his son, 
Judge Mark Bird (1810-1883) of Woodstock, Va., among whose papers 
they were found by the writer in 1933 at “Birdwood”, Woodstock, residence 
of William Twyman Williams, Sr. (1849-1933). The latter’s wife was 
Sallie Madison Bird (1856-1933), daughter of Judge Mark Bird. Dr. Ber- 
nard Samuels is a descendant of Mounce Bird (ca. 1733-1793), a brother 
of Col. Abraham Bird. 


The salt lists give the quantity purchased and price paid by each pur- 
chaser, which is omitted in this article. The price was nine shillings a 
bushel, and the quantity purchased ranged from a half peck to the “bushel 
half bushel half peck” of Capt. Jacob Holman, the muster roll of whose 
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portance—they give, together with the third list, the names of 
more than two hundred of the Dunmore County householders in 
1776. These lists are in German script, and the English names 
are evidently spelled as they sounded to German ears. The re- 
sult is often ludicrous and sometimes all but unrecognizable. In 
this translation, the spelling of the proper names is given un- 
changed. Footnotes have been added when the English equiva- 
lent is not obvious, or when there is matter of interest relative to 
the person named. 
Friedrich Wohlfarth? Anno Domini 1776 

Here is my account of what salt I had from the driver of 
Abraham Bordt® thirty bushels and according to the order of the 
Committee as they gave out the tickets for quantities as follows 

Andreas Sumer, Ullerich Cradinger*, Peter bauman, frentzes 
reben Hill5, Matheis fender, Conradt Holwe®, Abraham Hiest- 
andt?, Michael Henickem$, Christian Heise, Christophs Schneit- 
er, Johannes Kuhl, Casper Dege, Johannes roller, Conrad Kul, 
Daniel Kingrich®, Johannes Derck, Wilhelm mansbeil, Heinrich 
lip!°, Wilhelm breis!!, Gothart Crecelius!?, Domas fein, Michael 
bos Kert!8, Christian Weis, Andreas linden muth!*, Christophs 


company is among the Bird-Samuels Papers, along with several other mus- 
ter rolls and military census lists of 1775-6. 

In these notes W indicates a reference to Wayland’s History of Shen- 
andoah County; B, to the Bird-Samuels papers. Only the English trans- 
lation of these Dutch names are indexed. 

2 This paper is endorsed “Woolford Acc‘”, Frederick Woolford was 
licensed to keep an ordinary at his house 1774 (W, 106). 

3 Abraham Bird, either the Colonel or his nephew, Capt. Abraham Bird 
(1756-1820), son of Mounce Bird (Note 49). 

4 Ulrich Grattinger in 1775 census, five original lists of which are among 
the Bird-Samuels papers. Ulry Grattinger and wife Elizabeth had daughter 
Mary baptized 1775 (W, 741). 

5 Francis Ravenhill was deputy sheriff 1774 (W, 107). 

6 Conrad Hulver (W, 106). Now also Hulvey. 

7 Abraham Heastan in 1775 census. A Mennonite minister of the name is 
mentioned 1786 (W, 424). 

8 Michael Hannigan (W, 222). 

® Daniel Kingary in 1785 census (W, 219). Now Kingrey, Kingree. 

10 Henry Lips in 1785 census (W, 222). 

11 William and Mary Price had daughter Mary and son William bap- 
tized 1773 (W, 738). 

12 Mary “Cecillis (?)” married 1783 Henry “Bertell (?)” (W, 744). 

13 Capt. Michael Van Buskirk (W, 656). 

14 Andrew, Christopher, and Michael Lindamude, census 1785 (W, 226). 
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linden muth, Michael linden muth, frantz Jacob, Johannes King- 
rich!5, Heinrich miller, Johannes mecken Derffer?®, rawert Red- 
afordt?’, nicklaus Siehorn, Zims Konickem?®, ludwig fillinger, 
Peter fein, Samuel berdt!®, Wilhelm morffe?°, Mette ferne?!, 
Heinrich Heisse, Daniel Stauffer??, Georg Weste berger, Zerls 
Karden?, Georg Klaus, Jacob Holman?*, Peter Scholl?5, Zoh 
Willams?*, Johannes numann??, Ullerich Stauffer??, Adam 
Derding?’, frentzes meckfahl?®, Peter Wolfels Perger®®, Conrat 
fender, Dames schmalen®!, Petrich Gron’?, Jacob Borner®*, Adam 
Koch, Johannes Flemicken**, Daniel nullen*5 Willm Gestersem*®, 
georg Staudt, Friedrich sauder, Peter Hamel3’, Johannes beyu®®, 
merdein Dames®®, Adam Petre, georg Weber, Dammes Dolluch, 
Georg Goms*®, Johannes Narth*!, Johannes dibtem*?, Friedrich 
Wohlfarth 


15 John Kingrey census 1785; Captain 1812 (W, 226, 246). 

16 John McEnturff, 1775 census (B). 

17 Robert Rutherford, a letter of whom, calling a meeting of “deputys 
to choose the officers of the regulars and minute men” in Berkeley, Fred- 
erick, Dunmore, and Hampshire, 1775, is among the Bird-Samuels papers. 

18 James Cunningham .“Cunigam” (W, 740). 

19 Samuel Beard in militia 1775 (B). 20 Murphy. 

21 Varner? (W, 221). The first letter in Mette is dubious—Matthew? 

22 Daniel and “Albrick” Stover in 1785 census (W, 233). 

23 Charles Gordon (W, 106). 

24 Justice 1772 (W, 104); Captain of militia 1775 (B). 

25 Capt. Peter Scholl (W, 156, 465). 

26 Joseph Williams in militia 1775 (B). 

27 John Newman Lieutenant 8th Militia District (B). 

28 Adam Dirting, Jr., 2nd Lieutenant German Company 1775 (B). 

29 Francis McFall was sergeant in militia 1775 (W, 195). 

30 Peter Wolfenberger in 1785 census (W, 231). 

31 Thomas Smalling in 1775 census (B). 

32 Patrick Cron? Fergus Cron in 1785 census (W, 233). 

33 Jacob Burner in 1775 census (B). 34 Fleming? Flannagan? 

85 Daniel Nuland, Jr., in 1785 census (W, 229). 

36 William Casterson married 1797 Betsey Carter (W, 760). 

87 Peter Hamble bought a lot in Woodstock 1762 (W, 132). 

38 Jonathan and Joseph Pugh were militia captains (W, 629). 

89 Martin Thomas? A man of the name in militia 1775 (B). 

40 Combs and Comes are names found in Wayland and the Bird-Sam- 
uels papers. 

41 John North was justice and militia captain (W, 205). 

#2 John Tipton was a prominent man in Shenandoah County before and 
during the Revolution, holding a number of civil and military offices, as 
also after the Revolution in Tennessee (W, 652). 
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*8By 29 Bushels & 4 QOrt® of Salt £13 2 4 
To 44 p* Bushell for Seling the above Salt 9 8% 


Ballance due the Com® £12 12 7% 
To 44 p Bush for Selling 2914 Bush"* of Salt 9 10 
Due £12 2 91% 
To Cash paid F. Stoner by order of the 
Committee £15 17 9 
Ballance due F. Wolford 3 1411% 
By Cash received for Salt £24 8 6 
By Ball¢ due Committee £20 13 6% 


The second list is endorsed on the back in English “F Wol- 

ford’s acct &c”, and in German, “Here is the Salt List”. 
Friedrich Wohlfarth Anno Domini 1776 

Here is my account of what salt I had from the driver of 
George Hodell** the younger twentyfive bus: And according to 
order of the Committee, as they gave out the tickets, for quan- 
tities as follows and from the driver of Henry Peifer*® thirty 
bushel 

Leitsche odell**, John Denden*’, Dimite Ichel**, Mangs bord*®, 
Johannes Spengler, Captayns Gemells wife®°, Isaac odell, Erhart 
Borner®!, Ritschert Nicolaus, Joseph Lamm, The wolff*? living 


43 The remainder of this paper is in English. 

44 George Huddle was in militia 1775 (B), and “Hodell” here and be- 
low may be the familiar Shenandoah name Huddle, Hottel, etc. But there 
are numerous Odells, Odles, mentioned in Wayland and the Bird-Samuels 
papers, though the name George does not occur among them. 

45 Henry Piper in 1785 census (W, 227). 

46 Elijah Odell in 1775 census (B) and militia 1777 (W, 206); Isaac 
Odell in 1775 census and militia (B). 

47 John Denton was Captain in 7th Militia District (B). 

48 Timothy and Sarah Eagle had daughter Rachel baptized 1773 (W, 736). 

49 Mounce Bird (died 1793), brother of Col. Abraham Bird, was in 
militia 1775 (B). 

50 Richard Campbell was Captain of “English Company”, 1776, and at 
ri aoa in Woodstock the Committee of Safety first met, Jan. 10, 1775 


51 Erheart Burner in census of 1775 (B). 
52 Augustine and Margaret Wolff had daughter Margaret baptized 1774 
Ww. mn. Jacob Woolf, Sr., and Mary Woolf, widow, in census of 1785 
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at the old Derding’s, Conrath Peter, Bernet Rithi, Peter Spenge- 
ler the younger®’, Henrich Helmich, Joseph Braden, Adam 
funck and Johannes funck®*, Abraham Miillers widow, Wilhelm 
Blombly®> Nicolaus Albert, Johannes Hay his wife, Georg 
Mefius®*, Wilhelm web, Joseph Gochenauer, Joseph Biju Cor- 
neell®?, Old Andonius Kneisell5*, Peter Hamel®?, Georg Ebler®®, 
Adam Kern, Lidels widow, Zannessen Dibten®, Baltzer Kunsz, 
George Lentz*!, Philippus Johannes Bant®*, Georg Hos- 
ell®*, Peter Haller, Ulrich Stauffer, Henrich Halman, Georg 
Reutenauer®, Elick Berre®*, Christophel Mecken Dorffer®’, Jacob 
Ribencham his wife*®, Thomas Weissman, Mester Etman Jeey®, 
Georg Herressin™, Frantz Ingerem™, Georg Mayer, Georg Wet- 
zel, Michael Bernt*?, Berny Dauny**, Mehren?* widow, Thomas 


53 Peter and Mary Spengeler had daughter Ann baptized 1774 (W, 741). 
Peter and Elizabeth Spengeler had son David baptized 1777 (W, 742). 


54 Both in 1775 census, and John Funk in militia (B). 

55 William and Phebe Plumly had sons Denton, John, and Stephen bap- 
tized 1773 (W, 738). 

56 George Mavis, 1775 census (B). 

57 Col. Joseph Pugh (note 38). 

58 Anthony and Barbara Gneisly had several children baptized 1773-1782 
(W, 737, 742). 

59 George “Apply” bought lot in Woodstock 1762 (W, 132). George 
Apler in 1775 census (B). 

60 Jonathan Tipton. 

61 George “Lonce” in 1785 census (W, 229). Now Lantz. 

62 Now Hupp. 

63 John Bond in 1785 census (W, 229). 

64 Six of name Hassell in 1775 census; three in militia (B). 

65 Now Ritenour. 

66 Alex Berry in 1775 census (B). 

67 Christopher Mackinturff in 1785 census (W, 229). 

68 Jacob Reacomb in 1785 census (W, 229). Sarah Rivercome married 
1795 (W, 758). 

69 Mr. Edmund Gee? 

70 George Harrison was appointed but did not qualify as justice 1778 
CW, 

71 Francis Ingram in militia (B). 

72 Michael Barnet in 1775 census (B). 

73 Barney Downey? Darby Downey was a militia officer (B). 


74 Several families of Moore were in the county at this time, but only 
one is found on these lists except here, if we translate this “Widow Moore”- 
Mehr, with feminine ending in spelled incorrectly en. The correct form oc- 
curs below in “Maria Hermanin.” Riley Moore died 1760, his son James 
1771, each leaving a widow. 
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Raberts, Sara Mony, Henrich Schmit, Henna Merin™5, Jacob 
Motz, Wilhelm Bernt?*, Jacob Schneider, Derdingers™’ widow, 
Henrich Peifer7®, Maria Hermanin™®, Christian Giebler8®, Georg 
Lohman, Samuel Geeh®*!, Urlich Kiner®?, Jacob Bauman, Johannes 
Langeley, Johannes Krugschenck, Hoffmans®* widow, Marx Eil- 
ler, Tscherlsz Dewinne®*, Wilhelm Ratschert, Johannes Gieb- 
eler®°, amphre preisz®5, Martin Marrell®*, Gelleb Hodell®’, Joseph 
Goms*®, Meten Dewis®*, Henrich Messerchmidt, Jacob Shaffer, 
Ludwig Bauser, Michel Kneisell8®, Samuel Kneisell, Jacob 
Bonewit®®, Michael Thaner, Gottfried Wilckin, David Kiihner®?, 
Jacob Klauer®!, Johannes Zing, Johannes Peter, Daniel Bauman, 
Henrich Bauman, Andony Kneisell his son®*, Georg Barden®, 
Jacob Heterich, Friedrich Dellinger, Henrich Rumuth, Elias 
Thomass®’, Henrich Barden®?, Agustin Barden®?, Adam Gay- 
ger, Wilhelm Guth®*, Friedrich Schloss, Johannes Koch, Daniel 


75 John and Hannah Marr had daughter Rachel baptized 1773 (W, 638). 
Hannah Marr might be “Henna Merin”-Mer with feminine ending i. 


76 William and Catherine Barnett had son John baptized 1782 (W, 742). 

77 Dirting, note 28. 

78 Piper, note 45. 

79 Herrman, Herman, Harman, See note 74. 

80 Christian and John Kibler in 1785 census (W, 230). 

81 Samuel Gay in 1775 census (B); constable 1772 (W, 105). 

82 Ulrich and David Keener in 1775 census (B). 

83 Ann Hoffman in 1775 census (B). 

84 Charles Deviney in 1775 census (B). 

85 Humphrey (?) Price. Ten Prices are mentioned as in militia, but 
no Humphrey (B). 


86 Jonathan Morrell corporal and John Morrell clerk in Capt. Joseph 
Bowman’s company (B). 


87 Two Caleb Odells in 1775 census (B). 


88 The M may be a slip for N, and if so this is probably Nathan Davis 
(wife Ann) who had son Joseph baptized 1773 (W, 738). 


89 Michael and Catherine Gneisly had a daughter Christina, and John and 
Magdalene Gneisly a son Jacob, baptized 1774 (W, 739, 740). 


90 Jacob Penniwit ensign in Sth District (B). 

91 Now Clower. 

92 George Borden in 1775 census (B) ; Augustine Borden 1785 (W, 233). 
93 Ellis Thomas in 1775 census (B). 


4 William Good in 1785 census (W, 226). There was a “ N Gut” 
(wife Christina) who had son Daniel baptized 1773 (W, 736). 
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Walter®5, Jacob Rausch**, Adam Zick, Jones Peter, Johannes 
Kneisell®®, Ywen Tschunsz®7, Merdy Luis®*, Mery Megey®?, 
Abraham Sewitch!®, Thomas Beberitsch’®, Jacob Miiller’®?, 
Dames Ywens?!%, Jacob Barden®?, Abraham Bord}, Ruben 
Moor?!®, Tscherlsz Meen?°*, Derwenne Bill!®7, Ruben Ellen?®®, 


95 Daniel Walters in militia 1776 (B). 

96 There was a Jacob Rouse in the militia of 1776 (B), but Rausch is 
the present day Rush in Shenadoah. 

97 Evan Jones was a justice 1776 (W, 114). 

98 Mordecai Lewis in militia 1776 (B). 

99 This might be either McKay or McGee, both names being found in 
the 1775 census (B). 

100 Abraham Savage in 1785 census (W, 231). 

101 Beveridge. John Beveridge in militia (B). 

102 Probably Jacob Miller, son of Jacob Miller who laid off the town 
of Woodstock on 1200 acres of his land. The elder Jacob Miller died in 1766. 
103 Thomas (?) Evans. In census of 1775 was a James Evans (B). 

104 Abraham Bird (1731-1820) was Captain of Augusta County militia 
1762 (Chalkley’s Abstracts, Vol. I, p. 101); Colonel of Shenandoah County 
militia 1778 (W, 118); Coroner 1776 and County Lieutenant 1782; one of 
the original Committee of Safety of Dunmore County (B); member of the 
House of Burgesses 1774/5, of the Conventions of 1775/6, and of the House 
of Delegates for sixteen sessions. He died in Fayette County, Kentucky, 
where he settled in 1803, and The Monitor (Lexington, Ky.) of March 21, 
1820, has a notice of his death on March 5, at the age of 88. The name of 
his first wife (mother of his four sons and five daughters) is unascertain- 
ed. His second wife was Rachel (Speers) Fry, widow of William Fry and 
mother of Catherine Fry who married Capt. Abraham Bird (1780-1850), 
the youngest son of Col. Abraham Bird. 

105 This is doubtless Reuben Moore (1740-1827), a Quaker who lived 
on Mill Creek near Mt. Jackson. His nephew Reuben Moore (son of 
Thomas Moore) was executor of Reuben Allen 1779 and was dead in 
1796. Another nephew, Reuben Moore (son of James Moore), married 1784 
Mary Bird, daughter of Col. Abraham Bird, but was still at school in 1776. 

106 Charles Mann in militia 1776 (B). 

107 Col. Tavener Beale (1745-1810) of “Mt. Airy”, Shenandoah County; 
Justice 1772, Deputy Clerk 1777; one of the original Committee of Safety; 
Lieutenant, 8th Virginia; member of House of Delegates from Shenandoah 
Cousty 1782; vestryman of Beckford Parish (W, 104, 116, 198, 401, 583). 
His wife was Elizabeth Hite, daughter of Jacob Hite by his first wife 
Catherine O’Bannon, Jacob Hite’s second wife, Frances, daughter of Am- 
brose Madison and his wife Frances Taylor, was widow of Tavener Beale, 
Sr. (died 1756), and mother of Col. Tavener Beale. 

108 Reuben Allen, Jr. (died 1779), son of Reuben Allen, Sr. (died 1752), 
who with his brother Benjamin Allen was among the pioneer settlers of the 
Mt. Jackson region. Reuben Allen, Jr., was one of the signers of a patriot- 
ic declaration and agreement to form “the First Independent Company of 
Dunmore” militia (B); a soldier in the 8th Virginia and one of the 67 
Virginians who served on “The Commander-in-Chief’s Guard’’. He died on 
furlough of wounds received in battle. He married 1769 Lydia Moore, 
= of Thomas Moore (1732-1790), brother of Reuben Moore (note 
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Conrath Bringer!®, Jacob Schneider, Henrich Kern, Dammes 
Eerly!?°, friedrich Alther 


N B Fredrich Soners!!1 Wagner got a half 
bushel and a peck on Stoners acc‘ which is to 
be deducted from the Waggonage or other- 


wise repade the Comm* 
£24 


Total £24 8 6 
£24 8 6 
By 55 Bush® Salt 24 15 


6 6 
I have paid Friedrich Steiner fourteen pound seven shilling six 


pence which I have acknowledged with my hand this 25 Jany 
Friederich Steiner 


Again paid for Peiffer 6 schg in all paid £14 13 9 
This 14 July again paid to friederich Steiner 149 

A third list in German script has nothing to do with the salt, 
but relates to a contribution or levy for some purpose of the 
Committee of Safety. It is as follows: 


After we saw from the order of the writing that a cer- 
tain sum of money is to be raised, those who paid some- 
thing thereto subscribed their names as follows 
Blasius Bar!!?, Peter kibler, Philip Becker, Martin 
Schenck, Philip Somer, Henerich Mag, Jacob Schaffer, 
Daniel Kublinger, Henerich Weidig, Georg Kern, Wil- 
helm hoock, Hennerich Saur, hennerich Riebler, Peter 
Rooller, Margerta Magertin, Augustin peiffer, Pillip 
brinsz, Michael burocker 
Recd the above of Mr. Jacob Shaver May 23 1775 
Jona® Clark"! 


109 Conrad Brinker is named in the will of Reuben Allen, Jr. 

110 Thomas Early? 

111 Evidently misspelled—Stoner or Steiner. 

112 Blasius Bear had a grant from Lord Fairfax 1763 for 314 acres in 
what is now Page County. He was a Mennonite minister (W, 583, 584), 
and as all but two or three of these names are found on the two lists of the 
1785 census which covers sections of Page County settled largely by Men- 
nonites (W, 220, 225), it is probable that Bears name here heads a list 
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The amounts subscribed varied from one shilling three pence 
to five shillings six pence, and totalled two pounds six shillings 


and six pence. 


of some of his congregation. The following names given in the census are 
doubtless of the same persons whose names occur on this list with differ- 
ent spelling: Philip Sommers, Philip Beaker (Baker), Martin Shank(s), 
Henry Mau(c)k, William Hoke, Henry Sower(s), Margarett Maggott, 
Philip Prince. Of the others, Daniel Kepliner, Augustine Pyfer, Peter 
Roller, and Henry Whitick, were in Capt. Michael Reader’s Company, as 
was Philip Prince. 

113 Jonathan Clark (1750-1811), brother of George Rogers Clark, was 
Deputy Clerk of Dunmore County for Thomas Marshall and Delegate 
from that county to the Conventions of 1775 and 1776. He was commis- 
sioned Captain in the Eighth Virginia Regiment 1776 and Colonel 1779. His 
wife was Sarah Hite, sister of Maj. Isaac Hite of “Belle Grove”, Freder- 
ick County, and aunt of Sarah Clark Macon Hite, the wife of Judge 
Mark Bird. The writer has Gen. Jonathan Clark’s letter to the Dunmore 
County Committee of Safety, requesting appointment as Captain of “the 
German Company”, 
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MR. CABELL, MR. WARDEN, AND THE 
UNIVERSITY, 1823 
By D. Hoyt, Jr. 
Alderman Library, University of Virginia 


Joseph C. Cabell’s role as Jefferson’s assistant in the creation 
of the University of Virginia is well known. It is a matter of 
frequent record that Cabell (1778-1865), a member of the state 
senate, was instrumental first in the procurement of legislative 
sanction for the institution and then in the obtainment of the fi- 
nancial appropriations necessary to put the idea into practice. Not 
so familiar is the fact that Cabell also participated in the discus- 
sion of the organization and government to be adopted for the 
University. Even less is it realized that the methods used by Euro- 
pean universities were examined before the rules and regulations 
were drawn up for the new college near Charlottesville. 


These facts are shown clearly in two letters written by Cabell 
in the spring of 1823 to David Baillie Warden (1778-1845), the 
Irish-born American citizen who had served as consul in Paris 
and who lived in the French metropolis as one of the principal 
figures of the literary and scientific circles there. The epistles in- 
troduced to Warden a young man, John Jaquelin Ambler (1804- 
54), who went to Europe for a tour after preliminary medical 
and legal studies in America. They referred to the building of 
“a large University” in Virginia, and, remarking that “light 
may be borrowed from the experience of our brothers in Eu- 
rope,” asked for information on the universities there, particularly 
“on the best mode of governing a large mass of students, with- 
out the use of the bayonet.” The letters, which are now among 
the Warden Papers in the Maryland Historical Society, were 
presented by Ambler on February 18, 1824, and “Dr. Warden 
received me very kindly, and offered to do anything in his power 
for me.’? There is nothing to show what data Warden sent 
Cabell or how it was used, but the mere request for it is inter- 
esting to those who know about the liberal tradition at the 
University. 

1 Ambler’s manuscript journal of his tour is in the Alderman Library at 


the University of Virginia. The sentence quoted is on pages 180-81 of the 
first volume. 
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Williamsburg. 10 March. 1823. 


Dear Sir, 


I beg leave to bring myself to your recollection by 
introducing to you, & recommending to your friendly at- 
tentions my young friend, Mr. John J. Ambler, son of 
Col: John Ambler? of the City of Richmond in this 
state. This promising member of a most respectable 
family, comes to Europe to compleat an education al- 
ready happily commenced,® in his own country, and as 
he will make a good use of his time, and is every way 
estimable & respectable, I beg you to render him any 
friendly services in your power. He will give you good 
news from this country; among other things that we 
are building a large University in this state, to prevent 
you from having all the good things on your side of 
the water. I should be happy to hear from such of my 
old friends in Paris, as are still on this side of the 
Styx. God knows whether you are among the number. 
It has been many years since I heard from you. I re- 
main, Dr. Sir, very respectfully yr. obt. servt. 


Joseph C. Cabell. 
Mr. Warden. 


Richmond. Ist. April. 1823. 


Dear Sir, 


This will be handed or sent to you by my young 
friend John J. Ambler of this place, to whom I have given 
a letter to you. There is great dissimilarity between the 
situation of Europe & this country. Nevertheless in or- 
ganizing our University in Virginia light may be bor- 
rowed from the experience of our brothers in Europe. 
You would do me a very great favor if you could send 
me any work on the constitution, laws, regulations, or- 
ganization, & interior government of the principal uni- 
versities in France, and the other countries of Europe. 
I am particularly anxious to be informed on the best 


2 Col. John Ambler (1762-1836). 
3 John J. Ambler had studied at William and Mary, had attended medi- 
cal lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, and had read law with 


George Hay in Richmond. His tour of Europe stretched ‘od of 
three years, 1823-26. pe over a period o 
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mode of governing a large mass of students, without 
the use of the bayonet; and whether any successful 
cases have occurred, in which the students have been 
made the instruments of governing themselves.* 


I am desirous to procure some of the most valuable 
of the new works on science that appear from time to 
time in France. My finances are embarrassed from the 
effect of the late war, and at this time I could not spare 
much money for such an object. Will you be kind 
enough to write me what annual sum would suffice for 
this object, & whether some bookseller in Paris would 
not undertake to send me annually a parcel of books 
with an annuity to be furnished him, for some reason- 
able compensation for his trouble.5 Pray what works 
have you written since we parted, & how are you now 
employed. 


I salute you with much respect & regard 
Joseph C. Cabell. 


4 There is no paragraph break in the original letter. A division is made 
here to separate the portions which concern different subjects. 

5 Cabell’s desire to procure scientific works from France is an illus- 
tration of the close ties which existed between the intellectual men of 
America and Europe during the first part of the nineteenth century. 
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WILLIAM BYRD TITLE BOOK 
(Continued ) 


Edited and Annotated by Mrs. Resecca JoHNSTON 


Mr. Robert Beverley?® had 988 Acres 
of Land on the North Side James 
River joining to that of Mr. Giles 
Webb which he also sold to Mr Byrd 
by Indenture as follows. 


THIS INDENTURE made the Twenty third day of June in 
the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred & Seven 
BETWEEN Robert Beverley Gent of the One part and William 
Byrd Esqr on the other part WITNESSETH that the said Rob- 
ert Beverley for & in Consideration of the Sum of fifty pounds 
Sterling to him in hand paid by the said William Byrd HATH 
granted Bargained & Sold & by these presents doth fully and 
absolutely grant Bargain & Sell unto the said William Byrd his 
Heirs and Assigns for Ever All that his Nine hundred Eighty 
Acres of Land upon James River above the Falls thereof in 
Henrico County be the same more or Less according to his 
Patent thereof dated the Twentieth Day of October One Thous- 


19 Robert Beverley named in the will of his father Robert Beverley 
as his second son, inherited a large estate known as “Beverley Park” 
King and Queen County, Robert the son was born in Virginia, educated 
in England, resided at this estate in King and Queen and was clerk of 
that county 1699-1702. His name was omitted from the list of justices 
of the county in 1705 as he was not then a resident of the county, re- 
presenting Jamestown in the House of Burgesses 1702 but by 1706 he 
had evidently returned as he was a Burgess from King and Queen in 
that year. He married Ursula, the daughter of William Byrd of West- 
over who is buried at Jamestown. The Diary of John Fontaine gives an 
account of a visit at “Beverley Park’’ the entries being dated June 11 
to the 19th, 1715, the party led by Governor Spotswood leaving on the 
latter date “to explore the Mountains.” Their host, Robert Beverley ac- 
companied them as one of the Knights of the Golden Horse-shoe. Dur- 
ing a visit to England in 1703 it was suggested to him that he write a 
history of Virginia and the first edition of the “History of the Present 
State of Virgmia” was published in London in 1706 and the second 
edition in 1722. An original copy of the latter edition is owned by the 
Virginia Historical Society. (Introduction to Beverley’s History of Va. 
by Charles Campbell; Kennedy's Seldens of Virginia, Vol. II, 337; 
Stanard’s Colonial Virginia Register). 
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and Six Hundred Eighty Nine with all & Singular the Rights 
and appurtenances TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Nine 
hundred Eighty Eight Acres of Land Be the same more or Less 
to him the said William Byrd his Heirs and Assigns for Ever 
with full and general Warranty against all persons whatsoever, 
And the said Robert doth hereby constitute & Appoint his Lov- 
ing Friend Capt. John Bolling?® Attorney Irrevocable to deliver 
Livery & possession of the said Land to the said William or his 
Attorney, and to acknowledge this Deed in the Court of Hen- 
rico County in Order to have it entered on the Records thereot 
IN WITNESS whereof the said Robert hath hereunto put his 
hand & Seal the Day & Year abovewritten. 


Signed Sealed & delivered 
in the presence of Us. ROBERT BEVERLEY (Seal) 


Littlebury Eppes?! 
Daniel Wilkinson?” 
Banister Henrico County September the Ist 
1707 The abovementioned power of 
Attorney was this Day proved by the 
Oath of Lt. Colo Littlebury Eppes. 
Test James Cocke Cl Cur 


20 John Bolling (1676-1729) was the son of Col. Robert Bolling and 
Jane Rolfe, the grandson of Thomas Rolfe and Miss Poythress and 
the great grandson of John Rolfe and Pocahontas, He lived and died at 
“Cobbs” on the Appomattox near Petersburg and engaged largely in 
commerce both with the Indians and his own countrymen. He was a 
Burgess from Henrico at the sessions of Oct. 25, 1710, Nov. 16, 1714, April 
23, 1718, May 1723, May 1726. He marriel Mary, daughter of Richard 
Kennon and had issue Major John Bolling m. Elizabeth Blair, Jane m. Col. 
Richard Randolph, Mary m. Col, John Fleming, Elizabeth m, Dr.- William 
Gay, Martha m. Thomas Eldridge, Anne m. James Murray. (Robertson’s 
‘Pocahontas and Her Descendants, 31, 32; Stanard’s Colonial Virginia 
Register 100-106). 

21 Lt. Col, Littlebury Eppes was the son of Col. Francis Eppes (1628- 
1678) and his second wife Elizabeth, the widow of William Worsham. 
He was Lt. Col. of Charles City County, a Justice 1699 et seq. and Bur- 
gess for said County 1710, 1714. At the session of Oct. 30, 1710 the House 
considered that part of the report of the Committee of Elections & Priv- 
iledges made upon the petition of Mr. Thos. Parker complaining of the 
undue election and Return of Mr, Littlebury Eppes as a Burgess to 
serve in this Assembly for the County of Charles City. And it was 
“Resolved that the Sheriff of Charles City Co. hath falfly Returned Mr. 
Littlebury Eppes a Burgess to serve in this Assembly for the said County.” 


paren That Mr. Thomas Parker is Duly Elected a Burgess for this 
ounty. 
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Henrico County October the first 1707 


The above power of Attorney was this day further proved by 
the Oaths of Daniel Wilkinson and John Banister?. 
Test James Cocke Cl Cur 


Henrico County October the first 1707 


Capt John Bolling by vertue of the above power did in Open 
Court acknowledge the abovementioned Deed of Sale unto 
Benjamin Harrison Gentleman Attorney for the abovenamed 
William Byrd Esqr 

Test James Cocke Cl Cur 


BE IT REMEMBERED 
That on the last Day of September 1707 Capt John Bolling by 
Vertue of the within written Power of Attorney did make Livery 
of Seizin in the within mentioned Lands In form of Law unto 
the within named William Byrd Esqr. 
JOHN BOLLING. 


Resolved: That the sd. Sheriff be brought into the House and that he be 
directed to alter his sd. Return . . . . which having been done it was Or- 
dered That he be Disscharged out of Custody paying fees. Notwithstand- 
ing this little misunderstanding Littlebury Eppes was again elected to the 
House of Burgesses at the November session, 1714. (Va. Mag. III, 393- 
a , Journal of the House of Burgesses, 1702-1712, 246; Stanard’s Register, 


22 It is stated in a query published in Wm. & Mary Quarterly, 2d 
series, Vol. VIII, 141-42, that Thomas Wilkinson, b. in England 1612, 
came to Jamestown, Va. in 1635 in the ship “Assurance” with his wife 
Elizabeth Lyddall, dau. of George Lyddall of England. They had a son 
Thomas Wilkinson II, who m. Ann Izard, dau. of Francis Izard of “The 
Brooke”, Black Creek, Henrico. Their son Daniel Wilkinson married 
Rebecca Parke. On Jan. 24, 1730, Daniel Wilkinson with Dr. Nicholas 
was called to assist in writing the will of Col. Mann Page. A study of 
St. Peter’s Parish Register, 406-407, shows that Thomas Wilkinson and 
his wife Ann were in that Parish as early as 1690 and that Francis, the 
son of Dan Wilkinson was bapt. Oct, 17, 1703. Many years later we find 
a Daniel Wilkinson who on July 2, 1782, m. in Amelia Co. Ann Powell. 
(Wm. & Mary Quar., 1st Series, XVII, 45). 

23 John Banister, who witnessed 1707 the deed, was Capt. John Banis- 
ter (b. circa 1676?; d. post 1742) Collector of Upper James River dis- 
trict 1724; vestryman of Bristol Parish 1735; married Wilmette. Capt. 
John Banister was son of Rev. John and father of Col. John Banister 
who was born 1734, died 1788. The birth of the children of John and 
Wilmette Banister is recorded in Bristol Parish Register: Martha | 
b. Dec. 21, 1732, and John b. Dec. 26, 1734. (Va. Mag. XI, 164; Bris- 
tol Parish Register, 285, 287). 
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There is at the upper End of the 
Land bought of Mr. Beverley a small 
Island in James River called Suri- 
nam** which Mr. Byrd bought of 
Mr. Winston & Mr. Balfour & their 
Wives as follows 


THIS INDENTURE made the 30th Day of September 1738 
Between William Winston*® of the County of Hannover Gentle- 
man & Rebecca his Wife James Balfour of the said County 
Gentleman & Elizabeth his Wife on the One Part and William 
Byrd of the County of Charles City Esqr on the other part Wit- 
nesseth That the said William Winston & Rebecca his Wife 
James Balfour & Elizabeth his Wife, for & in Consideration of 
the Sum of Fifteen pounds Currant Money of Virginia, the Re- 
ceipt whereof they do hereby acknowledge have jointly given and 
granted & do by these presents give grant enfeoff & Confirm, 
unto the said William Byrd and his Heirs and Assigns for Ever, 
a Certain Island lying in the middle of James River, about Seven 
Miles above the Falls, and just below Westham, called Surinam 
Island, containing forty Acres more or less, Beginning at a Cor- 
ner Oak standing at the Lower End of the said Island, a little 
above Powhite Swamp & stretching up the North Side of the 
said Island near as high as Westham, and from thence Running 
down the River on the South Side thereof to the place of begin- 


24 This Island was evidently named for Sarinam or Dutch Guiana. 
The first settlement made there by an Englishman was in 1630 and his 
name is still preserved by Marshall’s Creek. In 1649 a number of Eng- 
lishmen of substance left England to settle in the new world. Surinam, 
Barbadoes and Antigua being among their objectives. A large trade in 
slaves, cocoanuts and especially sugar was carried on by the Dutch 
West Indies Company. After many changes in ownership and govern- 
ment the administration of Surinam was in 1845 separated from that of 
the West Indies. An interesting account of this tropical land in Dutch 
Guina is given in Encyclopaedia Britanna, Vol, XI, 251 et seq. 


25 William Winston (b. circa 1703/4; d. after 1765) was resident in 
Essex, King William and Hanover Counties; was a vestryman of St. 
Paul’s Parish, Hanover, 1742-1765, and appears in records both as captain 
and major. He m. Rebecca Bobby, dau, of Thomas and Mary (Geddes) 
Bobby. William Winston was the son of William Winston, of King 
Willaim, Essex and Hanover Counties (d. after 1725) and his first 
wife, Mrs. Sarah (nee Jennings) Dabney. The idennification of these 
two William Winstons was made by Trist Wood, of New Orleans, 
upon evidence summarized by him in December, 1937 in a letter to 
Clayton Torrence, a copy of which is in the Virginia Historical Society. 
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ning TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said Island to him the 
above named William Byrd and his Heirs & Assigns for Ever, 
Hereby Warranting for Us & our Heirs, that the said William 
Byrd his Heirs & Assigns shall peaceably possess and enjoy the 
said Island against all Claims & Demands whatsoever IN WIT- 
NESS whereof the said William Winston & Rebecca his Wife 
and the said James Balfour & Elizabeth his Wife have severally 
set their Hands & Seals the Day & Year abovementioned. 
Signed Sealed & Delivered WILLIAM WINSTON (Seal) 
in the presence of REBECCA WINSON (Seal) 
Nelson Anderson JAMES BALFOUR (Seal) 
Christmas ELIZABETH BALFOUR (Seal) 
is 

Henry B Beard 

mark 


MEMORANDUM 

That Livery & Seizin was delivered by Turf & Twig this 30th 
day of September 1738 And quiet & lawfull possession given to 
the within-named William Byrd of the said Island by Us. 


Test WILLIAM WINSTON, (Seal) 
Nelson Anderson REBECCA WINSTON (Seal) 
Richard Christmass JAMES BALFOUR (Seal) 

His ELIZABETH BALFOUR (Seal) 
Henry B Beard 

Mark 


At a Court held for Henrico County the first Monday in 

October 1738. 

This Deed was proved by the Oaths of the Witnesses thereto 
anl thereupon ordered to be Recorded. 


Teste BOWLER COCKE Cl Cur 


Mrs. Winston and Mrs. Balfour being indis- 
posed a Dedimus was issued to examine them 
privately, as follows 


HENRICO COUNTY Sc: 


GEORGE the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain 
France & Ireland King Defender of the Faith & TO our Trusty 
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& well beloved John Henry William Winston Junr & William 
Johnston Greeting. WHEREAS William Winston of the Parish 
of St. Paul in the County of Hannover & Rebecca his Wife and 
James Balfour of the same Parish & County and Elizabeth his 
Wife by their certain Indenture of Bargain & Sale bearing Date 
the thirtieth day of September 1738 HAVE conveyed unto the 
Honble William Bird Esqr of the Parish of Westover and 
County of Charles City the Fee Simple of a Certain Island 
Scituate in the County of Henrico lying in the Middle of James 
River containing forty Acres of Land with the Appurtenances 
AND WHEREAS it appears to Us that the said Rebecca and 
Elizabeth are sickly & impotent that they cannot travel to our 
County of Henrico aforesaid to make their acknowledgment of 
the said Conveyance Therefore We haveing Compassion of their 
State & Condition in this behalf do give unto You or any Two 
of You Power to Receive the Acknowledgement which the said 
Rebecca & Elizabeth shall be willing to make before You of 
their Inheritance in the Conveyance aforesaid contained in the 
said Indenture which is hereunto annexed and We do therefore 
command You that You do personally go to the said Rebecca 
& Elizabeth and receive their acknowledgment of the same and 
Examine them privily & apart from their said Husbands whether 
they do the Same freely & Voluntarily without the persuasion 
or Threats of their or either of their Husbands aforesaid & 
whether they be willing that the said Indenture be recorded in 
our Said Court of Henrico, and when You have Received their 
acknowledgment and examined them as aforesaid that You dis- 
tinctly & Openly Certifie us thereof in our said County Court of 
Henrico under Your Seals bringing with You the said Inden- 
ture & this Writ WITNESS Bowler Cocke Clerk of our said 
County Court of Henrico this Third day of October on the 
12th Year of Our Reign. 
BOWLER COCKE 


HANNOVER COUNTY Sc 


By Virtue of the within Dedimus to Us directed We have 
Examined privily and apart from their Husbands the within 
named Rebecca Winston and Elizabeth Balfour touching their 
acknowledgment of their Inheritance in the Land within men- 
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tion’d And do certify that the said Rebecca & Elizabeth did 
freely & Voluntarily without the Persuasion or Threats of their 
or either of their Husbands Acknowledge the within mentioned 
Indenture to the Honble William Byrd Esqr & did desire that 
the same may be Recorded GIVEN under Our Hands & Seals 
this 28 of December 1738 

JOHN HENRY [Seal] 

WILLIAM JOHNSTON [Seal] 


At a Court held for Henrico County the first 
Monday in February 1738 This Commission 
with the Certificate Endorsed was presented to- 
gether with the Indenture therein mentioned 
which were ordered to be Recorded 


Test Bowler Cocke Cl Cur?® 


At a Court held for Henrico County the first Monday in 
February 1738 
This deed with a Commission for private Examination of Rebec- 
ca Winstone & Elizabeth Balfour parties hereto, with a Certi- 
ficate on the said Commission endorsed annexed to the said 
Deed were presented and thereupon Ordered to be Recorded. 
Test Bowler Cocke Cl Cur 
(Page missing) 
said Island according to the several Meanders of the said River 
including all the Islands on the South Side the Shad Island 
aforesaid Sixty Eight Poles to the Head of the said Island 
thence up the Meanders of the River on the South Side a small 
Island forty poles to the head of the said Island thence down 
on the North Side the said small Island according to the several 
Meanders of the said River including all the small Islands on 


26 Bowler Cocke (Richard’, Richard 2, Richard!) was b. in 1696, d. 
at Shirley, Charles City Co., 1771. His first wife was Sarah 
and they had Ann, Susanna, Tabitha, Bowler? (b. March 7, 1726), Sarah, 
Elizabeth, Richard, Charles. (Va. Mag. XXXV, 27). He m. 2ndly 
Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, widow of Col. John Carter and dau. of Col. 
Edward Hill, of ‘Shirley’. This marriage was probably in 1745 and he 
evidently did not make Shirley his home until he ceased to be Clerk of 
Henrico in 1752. At the death of his second wife he became owner of 
‘Shirley’ for life, and died there Aug. 22, 1771, Burgess for Henrico 
1752-1760. There was no issue by this second marriage. (Wm. & Mary 
Quar., 1st Series, VIII, 190; Va. Mag. IV, 323.) 


va 
23 
4 


lid 
eir 
ed 
lat 
als 


C- 
i- 


WILLIAM BYRD TITLE BOOK 361 


the North Side the abovementioned small Island fifty poles to 
the head of Shad Island thence down the North Side of Shad 
Island according to the Several Meanders of the said River in- 
cluding all the small Islands on the North Side Shad Island — 
Seventy poles to the place begun at TEN Acres One other part 
of the said One Hundred Acres bounded as followeth (To wit) 
BEGINNING at the Head of a small Island known by the Name 
of Bear Island thence down on the South Side the said Island 
according to the Several Meanders of the said River including 
all the small Islands on the South Side the said River Forty 
Eight Poles to the Lower End of the said Bear Island to Stur- 
geon Island thence down the South Side of Sturgeon Island ac- 
cording to the several Meanders of the said River Twenty poles 
to the Lower End of the said Island thence down from the 
Lower End of the said Island according to the Several Mean- 
ders of the said River Twenty Poles to the East End of the 
said Island thence upon the North Side of the said Island ac- 
cording to the several Meanders of the said River Eighteen 
Poles to the Lower End of Bear Island thence upon the North 
Side of Bear Island according to the several Meanders of James 
River aforesaid including all the small Islands on the North 
Side of the said Island & Head of the said Island fifty Four 
poles to the Place began at FOUR Acres other part of the said 
One hundred Acres bounded as followeth (towit) BEGINNING 
at Four Sycamore Trees standing at the Lower End of a Small 
Island known by the name of Pine Tree Island thence upon the 
South Side of the said Island according to the several Meanders 
of the said River Fifty Six poles to the Head of the said Island 
thence from the Head of the said Island down on the North 
Side of the said Island according to the several Meanders of 
the said River Fifty Six poles to the place began at FIFTEEN 
Acres other part of the said One hundred bounded as followeth 
(to wit) BEGINNING at the Lower End of a Small Island 
called by the Name of Turkey Buzzard Island at a Thorou fare 
of Water parting the said Island from another small Island 
thence up the several Meanders of the said River on the South 
Side the said Islands including all the small Islands on the 
South Side the said Turkey Buzzard Island Ninety Two poles 
to the Head of the said Island thence from the Head of the 
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said Island up the several Meanders of the said River forty 
poles to the head of several small Islands above Turkey Buz- 
zard Islarid including six several small Islands at the head 
of the said Island thence down on the North Side the said 
Islands according to the several Meanders of the said River in- 
cluding several small Islands on the North Side of the said Tur- 
key Buzzard Island as also two small Islands at the Lower End 
of the said Island One hundred and Thirty poles to the Lower 
End of a small Island below the said Island thence up the South 
Side of the said small Island according to the several Meanders 
of the said River Twenty Eight poles to the Lower End of 
the said Turkey Buzzard Island to the place began at FIVE 
Acres other part of the said One Hundred Acres bounded as 
followeth (to wit) BEGINNING at the lower End of an 
Island called by the name of Shaccoe Island opposite to Shac- 
coe landing thence up the South Side of the said Island ac- 
cording to the several Meanders of the said River Sixty Eight 
poles to the head of the said Island thence down the North Side 
of the said Island according to the several Meanders of the said 
River fifty four poles to the place began at AND TEN Acres 
the Residue of the said One hundred Acres bounded as follow- 
eth (to wit) BEGINNING on the North Side of James River 
at the Mouth of Shaccoe Creek thence up Shaccoe Creek accord- 
ing to the several Meanders of the said Creek thirty four poles 
to the Mouth of Chappel Creek thence up Chappel Creek ac- 
cording to the several Meanders of the Creek to the River at 
the Lower End of the Island called Chappel Island thence up 
the River according to the Several Meanders One Hundred & 
Six poles to the place began at including the said Chappel Is- 
land WITH ALL, Woods Underwoods Swamps Marshes Low 
Grounds Meadows Feedings and his due Share of all Veins 
Mines & Quarries as well discovered as not discovered within 
the Bounds aforesaid & being part of the said Quantity of One 
Hundred Acres of Land And the Rivers Waters & Water 
Courses therein contained Together with the priviledges of 
Hunting Hawking Fishing & Fowling and all other Profits 
Commodities & Hereditaments whatsoever to the same or any 
part thereof belonging or in any wise appertaining TO HAVE 
HOLD possess & enjoy the said Islands & all other the before 
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granted premises and every part thereof with their & every 
of their Appurtenances unto the said William Byrd & to his 
Heirs & Assigns for ever TO the only Use & behoof of him the 
said William Byrd his Heirs & Assigns for ever TO BE HELD 
of Us our Heirs and Successors as of our Mannor of East 
Greenwich in the County of Kent in free & Common Soccage 
& not in Capite or by Knight’s Service YIELDING & PAYING 
unto Us cur Heirs & Successors for every fifty Acres of Land 
and so proportionably for a greater or for a Lesser Quantity 
than Fifty Acres the Fee Rent of One Shilling Yearly at the 
Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel And also cultivating & 
improving Three Acres part of every Fifty of the Tract above- 
mentioned within Three Years after the Date of these presents 
PROVIDED always that if Three Years of the said Fee Rent 
shall at any time be in Arrears & unpaid Or if the said William 
Byrd his Heirs or Assigns do not within the Space of Three 
Years coming after the Date of these presents do not cultivate 
& improve Three Acres part of every fifty of the Tract above- 
mentioned then the Estate hereby granted shall cease & be utter- 
ly determined And thereafter it shail and may be Lawfull to & 
for Us our Heirs & Successors to grant the same Lands & 
premises with the Appurtenances unto such other person or 
persons as We our Hkirs & Successors shall think fit IN WIT- 
NESS whereof we have caused these our Letters patents to 
be made WITNESS our Trusty & well beloved William Gooch 
Our Lieut: Governor & Commander in Chief of our said Col- 
only & Dominion AT Williamsburgh under the Seal of Our said 
Colony the 30th day of October One Thousand Seven Hundred 
& thirty four In the Eighth Year of Our Reign. 


WILLIAM GOOCH 


(To be Continued) 
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GENEALOGY 


SOME NOTES ON THE MORDECAI FAMILY 


By K. Nuermsercer, Ph, D. 
Curator of Manuscripts, Duke University Library 

The Mordecais were a distinguished and brilliant Jewish family whose 
members contributed to the cultural advancement of North Carolina and in 
later years graced the society of Richmond, Virginia. Jacob Mordecai was 
head of the family during its years in North Carolina, Jacob’s father, 
Moses Mordecai (1707-1781) was born in Bonn, Germany, married Eliza- 
beth Whitlock in England, and moved to Philadelphia prior to 1762, Eliza- 
beth changed her name to Esther and adopted the Jewish faith. In Phila- 
delphia, Jacob, the eldest of three sons, was born on April 11, 1762. He was 
one of the large schoolboy delegation which escorted the first Continental 
Congress into Philadelphia in September, 1774, and as a youth he witness- 
ed many stirring scenes of the Revolutionary War. In 1782 Jacob’s widowed 
mother married Jacob I. Cohen of Richmond, Virginia, thereby initiating 
Jacob’s association with the South. 

At the age of twenty-two Jacob married, on June 16, 1784, Judith Myers 
of New York. She was the daughter of Myer Myers (1723-1795) and 
Elkaleh Cohen. Jacob and Judith (Myers) Mordecai lived successively in 
Goochland County, Richmond, Petersburg, Virginia, and Warrenton, North 
Carolina, To this last place they came about 1792, where for several years 
Jacob carried on a mercantile business. Judith Mordecai died on January 
9, 1796, leaving six small children. In 1798 Jacob Mordecai married Rebec- 
ca Myers, a half sister of his first wife, whose mother was Joyce Mears 
Myers.1 

For a time Jacob’s mercantile business in Warrenton flourished, but un- 
fortunate speculations in tobacco brought reverses. It was then that Jacob 
Mordecai embarked upon the most distinguished part of his career when 
in 1809 he opened his school for girls in Warrenton. The teaching was done 
by his older children, together with one or two outside assistants to teach 
music, drawing, and dancing. Reverses were not lacking here, however, for 
in 1811 a fire destroyed the school building. New quarters were quickly ob- 
tained and the session went on. Good teaching and wise management soon 
gave the school a wide repute, so that for many years enrollment had to 
be limited to the available accommodations. The school flourished until 


1 Gratz Mordecai, Notice of Jacob Mordecai, Founder, and Proprietor 
from 1809 to 1818, of the Warrenton (N. C.) Female Seminary (From 
the Publications of the American Jewish Historical Society, No. 6, 1897) ; 
(Mrs.) Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays and Mor- 
decai Families from 1707 to 1913 (Washington, D. C., Published for the 
Family, n.d.). This latter volume and much other information has been 
kindly furnished by Mr. John B. Mordecai of Richmond. The main source 
of information has been, however, the large collection of Mordecai family 
letters now preserved in the Duke University Library. 
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November, 1818, when it was sold, the Mordecais having accumulated a 
sufficient profit (some $40,000) from their decade of school teaching to 
retire from its labor.” 

They purchased a farm (Spring Farm) near Richmond, Virginia, to 
which they removed early in 1819. Their money was invested in various 
securities, probably chiefly in bank stock. Whatever the investment, it 
turned out badly, so that by 1827 the family had lost most of its hard 
earned wealth and was reduced to the most economical living. In 1832, Spring 
Farm, which had never been profitable, together with some of the slaves, 
was sold and the family moved to a house on Church Hill in Richmond. 
In this city they remained until 1863, although they occupied two or three 
other houses. 

Jacob Mordecai was in declining health for two or three years before his 
death on September 4, 1838. Because of his *! health all the children ex- 
cept one were at home on visits during the s.. .aer of 1837. His widow 
survived until October 1, 1863, although she was an invalid and blind 
from 1855 onward. Some account follows of Jacob Mordecai’s thirteen 
children: Moses, Samuel, Rachel, Ellen, Solomon, and Caroline of the 
first marriage; Julia, George W., Alfred, Augustus, Eliza K., Emma, and 
Laura of the second marriage. 


Moses Morpecar (April 4, 1785 - September 1, 1824) the eldest of the 
family, was born in New York, educated in Warrenton, began to study 
law in 1807, and was licensed to practice in 1808. After a few years at 
Petersburg and Tarboro, he settled in Raleigh. He rode circuit for many 
years, probably impairing his health thereby. On December 9, 1817, he 
married Margaret Lane, daughter of Henry Lane and Mary Hinton, one 
of Raleigh’s prominent and wealthy families. Their first child, Henry, was 
born in 1819; the second, Judith Ellen, was born on April 14, 1820; and 
the third, Jacob, early in December, 1821. On December 11, 1821, Margaret 
(Lane) Mordecai died. Two years later (January 6, 1824) Moses married 
her sister, Anne Willis Lane (called Nancy). During the following sum- 
mer Moses’ health grew increasingly worse; in July he, accompanied by 
his brother Samuel, went to the White Sulphur and the Sweet Springs, and 
at the latter place Moses died on September 1, 1824. On October 10, 1824, 
Moses and Nancy’s daughter, Margaret, was born. Moses made his brother 
George the guardian of his children, 

The children of the first marriage were educated by their Mordecai 
aunts, After several years of invalidism in his youth, Henry recovered, 
married Martha Hinton in 1845, spent many active years as a planter, and 
served in the North Carolina legislature in 1858. Jacob became a planter 
near Raleigh and was never married. Their half-sister Margaret married 
John Devereux in 1842. They divided their time between his plantation, 
“Runeroi”, near Tarboro, and “Wills Forest,” a residence near Raleigh 


2 Lizzie Wilson Montgomery, Sketches of Old Warrenton, North Caro- 
lina, (Raleigh, 1924), 130-145. 
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Their sister, Ellen, after spending the winter of 1849 with her uncle 
Solomon’s family in Mobile, was attracted to her first cousin, Samuel Fox 
Mordecai, a young lawyer, and married him in January, 1850. They returned 
to Mobile to live. Their first child, Margaret, was born in December, 1850, 
and the second, Samuel Fox, in December, 1852, The young couple were in 
Raleigh during the summer of 1852 when Sam Fox Mordecai suddenly 
contracted pneumonia and died about August 26. Thenceforward Ellen 
made her home in Raleigh. Her son, Samuel Fox, was a student at the 
University of Virginia in 1870 and became a lawyer in Raleigh. In 1901 
he began to teach law at Wake Forest College and in 1904 was made 
dean of the Trinity College Law School. Here he remained until his 
death in 1927. His sister Margaret married T. C. Morel of Savannah. 


SAMUEL Morpscal (July 24, 1786 - April 9, 1865) was born in New York. 
He received a good education, but was early put upon his own resources 
and began business in Richmond perhaps about 1802. During the War 
of 1812 he served for a short time (1814) in the Richmond militia, In 
1821 he transferred his business to Petersburg where he dealt in both tobac- 
co and cotton. The bad crop year of 1826 caused such serious reverses in 
his business that he had to bring it to a close. The family’s money had been 
placed in his hands for investment and it was due largely to his reverses 
that their circumstances were straitened shortly after this time. These and 
later misfortunes rather embittered Samuel, who, as he grew older, could 
see little pleasure or satisfaction in his life. He always began afresh, how- 
ever, and witnessed many periods of prosperity. In later years he invested 
extensively in Arkansas, Texas, Michigan, and Wisconsin lands. 

Sometime prior to 1849 he again transferred his business operations to 
Richmond where he lived until 1863. In 1856 he published Richmond in By- 
Gone Days, a book of reminiscences, but very valuable for the early history 
of the city. A second and revised edition appeared in 1860. From about 1855 
onward Samuel’s health was failing, he was no longer active in business, 
and after 1860 was almost an invalid.4 He died in Raleigh. 


RacHet Morpecar (July 1, 1788 - June 23, 1838). After her mother’s 
death in 1796, Rachel together with some of the other children lived with 
their aunt in Richmond, where they were educated. When her father 
opened his school at Warrenton in 1809 Rachel became one of the chief 
teachers, and continued in this capacity until they closed the school. 

With considerable hesitancy Rachel agreed to marry Aaron Lazarus of 
Wilmington, a widower with seven children. The wedding took place on 
March 21, 1821. Lazarus was engaged in the shingle and naval stores busi- 
ness. Rachel’s four children were: Marx Edgeworth, born on February 


8 (Mrs.) Ellen (Mordecai) Mordecai, Gleanings from Long Ago (Pri- 
vately printed, 1933), 56-62; Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the 
Myers, Hays and Mordecai Families from 1707 to 1913, 54. 

4 A note in the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, XXXI 
(July, 1923), 187, gives some information on Samuel and other members 
of the Mordecai family. 
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6, 1822; Ellen, born on July 13, 1825; Mary Catherine, born on September 
12, 1828; and Julia Judith, born on October 9, 1830. As Rachel was travel- 
ing from Wilmington to Richmond to be with her invalid father, she died 
suddenly at Samuel’s house in Petersburg on June 23, 1838. 

Rachel was a very well educated, brilliant and serious woman. She en- 
joyed the pleasure and distinction of carrying on a long correspondence 
with Maria Edgeworth, the Irish novelist and writer, It began in 1816 when 
Rachel wrote to Miss Edgeworth objecting to the latter’s uncomplimentary 
portrayal of Jews in her books, This incident led to a regular and very 
interesting correspondence, in which all the Mordecais displayed the great- 
est deference and respect for Miss Edgeworth. Rachel’s two brothers, Al- 
fred and George, when they went to Europe visited the Edgeworths in 
Ireland. After Rachel’s death her sisters Ellen and Caroline, and later, 
younger members of the family, continued the correspondence. 


Rachel’s younger children were educated by their aunts. Her son, Marx 
Edgeworth, was a student at the University of North Carolina in 1838, and 
later studied medicine in Philadelphia. His later life, however, was very 
unsatisfactory to his Mordecai relatives, for he became an eccentric man, 
interested in all kinds of quack medical schemes upon which he squandered 
his inheritance. He was a follower of Fourier, participated in a minor way 
in the Brook Farm movement, and published several books on scientific 
and social questions. He served as a private in the Confederate army, and 
spent his later years as a recluse in Georgia, where he died in 1895.5 


His sisters, Ellen and Julia, became almost equally eccentric, spending 
many years at various health cures where (so the Mordecais thought) they 
came under the vicious influence of feminists and radicals. Julia died in 
1873 in South Carolina. About 1848 Ellen married a John Allen of Terre 
Haute, Indiana, and lived there, in Cincinnati, and at other places in the 
West. He was interested in Brook Farm and other reform movements. 
John Allen probably died in 1857. Ellen later married an Englishman named 
Shutt, and was beset by poverty and misfortunes in educating a large fam- 
ily. As the result of a visit to her Uncle Solomon in 1848, Mary Catherine 


5 Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays and Mordecai 
Families from 1707 to 1913, 56. Books by Marx Edgeworth Lazarus in- 
cluded: Comparative Psychology and Universal Analogy. vol, I, Vegetable 
portraits of character, compiled from various sources, with original addi- 
tions . . . (1851); Homoeopathy, a theoretic demonstration, with social 
applications (1851); The Human trinity: or, Three aspects of life: the 
passional, the intellectual, the practical sphere . . . (1851); Involuntary 
seminal losses, their causes, effects, and cure (1852); Love vs. Marriage. 
Part I (1852); Passtonal hygiene and natural medicine: embracing the 
harmonies of man with his planet . . . (1852) ; Passional zoology; or, Spirit 
of the beasts of France, by A. Toussenel, translated by M. Edgeworth 
Lazarus; The Solar ray, containing The Trinity, in all its theological, scien- 
tific and practical aspects, analysed and illustrated, and the incarnation 
(1851) ; Zend-Avesta, and solar religions: an historical compilation: with 
. (1852). All were published in New York by Fow- 
ers an ells. 
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Lazarus was married in October, 1849, to Drury Thomson, a planter near 
Mobile and a widower with seven children. This match met with universal 
opposition among the family, and rightly, for Thomson soon turned out to 
be a cruel husband, and Mary Catherine died, July 5, 1850, when her child 
was prematurely born. 


ELLten Morpecart (November 10, 1790 - October, 1884). Like Rachel, Ellen 
spent her early childhood at her aunt’s in Richmond and there received 
her education. She became one of the teachers in her father’s school in 
1809. Even after the family moved to Richmond Ellen’s teaching days 
were not over, for she spent much time instructing her young half-sisters 
and later her nieces and nephews. Between 1822 and 1827 she lived chiefly 
at Warrenton where she aided her sister Caroline both in teaching and 
housekeeping. While there Ellen developed a strong attachment for John 
D. Plunkett, her brother-in-law’s son, and planned to marry him in Nov- 
ember, 1823, but Moses Mordecai objected. In later years Ellen rejoiced 
that she had followed her brother’s advice, nor did she ever marry any- 
one else. During 1831-1832 Ellen visited her brother Solomon in Mobile. 
From childhood there had been a very strong attachment between this 
brother and sister, and she never ceased to lament their separation. In 1834 
Ellen went to Petersburg to keep house for her brother Samuel and re- 
mained there for several years. 

As she grew older Ellen increasingly felt the need of an income definite- 
ly her own, and so for the purpose of laying up a competency she began 
in 1848 to teach, probably as a governess, in the family of Denning Duer 
in New York City. Some four years there sufficed to provide the sum she 
desired. Thereafter she remained at home helping to care for her invalid 
mother, until 1858 and 1859, when she went to Mobile to be with her af- 
flicted brother, Solomon. Her later years were spent in Richmond and 
North Carolina. 


Sotomon Morpecar (October 10, 1792 - 1869). Solomon was born and 
educated in Warrenton, where he attended George’s Academy from 1801 
to 1806 or longer. He probably cut short his own education to assist in 
his father’s school, where he also kept the accounts and managed the 
business part of the enterprise, Besides this he and his father arranged 
many of their own textbooks in geography and grammar. He was an 
unusually steady and serious as well as brilliant youth. Constant work so 
impaired his health that in 1817 he was forced to go off on a long vaca- 
tion while his place in the school was filled by George and Julia, his 
younger half-brother and sister. 

After the conclusion of the family’s scholastic labors Solomon went to 
Philadelphia in October, 1819, to study medicine. In 1821 he began what 
amounted to an internship at the Almshouse, a hospital for the poor in 
Philadelphia. In the spring of 1822 he graduated in medicine and after 
several months at home he decided, following much family debate, to be- 
gin practice in Mobile, Alabama. He sailed for that city on December 2, 
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1822 and arrived on January 25, 1823. This decision met with opposition 
from the family who considered Mobile too unhealthful a location, as well 
as a raw village in the frontier wilderness. On April 22, 1824, Solomon 
married Caroline Waller, daughter of a planter near Mobile. Solomon had 
several reverses, but on the whole his medical practice was quite success- 
ful. For a time he and a Dr. Cheusse united a drug business with their 
practice. 

Solomon’s large family included Edward, born April 27, 1825; William 
W., born in March, 1827; Samuel Fox, born in January, 1829; Mary El- 
len, born on August 25, 1830; Thomas Waller, born probably in 1832; 
Laura, born in August, 1834; Susan, born in 1837; Jacob Granville, born 
about 1839; and Caroline, born in 1844. The eldest son, Edward, entered 
the University of Virginia in 1843, was expelled during the riots of 1845, 
returned in 1847, and later studied medicine at Philadelphia. William and 
Edward went to California in the gold rush of 1849, but returned in 1851. 
About 1855 Solomon’s daughter Ellen married a Mr. Broun, a planter near 
Mobile. In 1861 Susan married a Mr. Westfeldt, a soldier in the Confed- 
erate forces. He was probably killed in action about 1864. Jacob Granville 
and Waller Mordecai were in the Confederate service (22nd Alabama In- 
fantry). Waller was killed in action on September 22, 1863, in the battle 
of Missionary Ridge. Some account of the son, Samuel Fox, who died in 
1852, has been given above in connection with his marriage to his cousin 
Ellen, daughter of Moses Mordecai. 


Impaired vision due to cataracts forced Solomon to seek medical aid at 
Philadelphia in the summer of 1854, when he also visited his brothers and 
sisters in Richmond and Raleigh. It was his first and only trip back since 
settling at Mobile in 1823. An unsuccessful operation was performed on 
one eye, with the result that Solomon was almost totally blind for the 
remainder of his life. His sister Caroline, who was living in Mobile, did 
what she could to assist and entertain him. Solomon Mordecai’s affliction 
brought his sister Ellen to Mobile in 1858 where she remained until 1860. 


CaROLINE Morpecar (August 27, 1794 - 1862). Caroline passed her early 
childhood in Richmond at her aunt’s, but was taken back home after her 
father’s second marriage. She also taught in her father’s school and about 
1814 fell in love with Achilles Plunkett who taught music, drawing, danc- 
ing, and French in the Mordecai academy. Plunkett was a member of 
a Santo Domingo French family which had been forced to flee during the 
insurrection of 1802, He had come to the Mordecai school from Williams- 
burg in 1812. Caroline’s father and brothers frowned on the attachment 
and it was not until her mental and physical health were threatened that 
they gave a grudging assent. Caroline and Achilles Plunkett were married 


6 Official Records, Ser. I, vol, XXX, pt. 2, p. 336. Waller was a lieuten- 
ant at the time of his death. Caroline Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays 
and Mordecai Families from 1707 to 1913, 40, has some comment on Solo- 
mon; other information was supplied by Mr. J. B. Mordecai of Richmond, 
but most of the above notes were gleaned from the Mordecai letters, 
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on December 19, 1820, and she returned to teaching in Warrenton, for he 
had been one of the purchasers of the Mordecai school. Plunkett had been 
previously married and had three children, John D., Louisa, and Achilles, 
who were grown or adolescent. 


Caroline’s first child, Charles Edward, was born on September 24, 1821 
and died on May 10, 1823; the second, Alfred Charles, was born on March 2 
and died on May 15, 1823. Misfortunes then best her in earnest, for on 
January 26, 1824, Achilles Plunkett died. Caroline and her step-son, John 
D. Plunkett, continued the Warrenton school for a time. On April 2, 
1824, Caroline’s third child, Frank Alfred, was born. He died on Jan- 
uary 2, 1825. In November, 1825, Caroline sold the school for $7,000, J. D. 
Plunkett ceased teaching and left for Santo Domingo to try to recover 
some of the family property there. In 1827 Caroline began to teach again, 
keeping a small private school in Warrenton, Mrs. Bourdet, Caroline’s 
mother-in-law who had resided with her for some eight years, died in 
1830. Late in that year Caroline moved to Raleigh where she was to de- 
vote herself to the education of Moses’ children. This arrangement proved 
unsatisfactory, however, and so in September, 1831, she went to Wilming- 
ton where she opened a school and assisted with the education of Rachel’s 
children. Yielding to her friends’ advice Caroline in 1833 decided to go to 
Tennessee where she spent one year at La Grange. She then taught in 
Brownsville until 1836 when she proposed going to Mobile to teach her 
brother Solomon’s children. This she did and remained there until 1861, 
teaching a school most of the time, though it is doubtful whether she gave 
much instruction to her brother’s children. About 1861 she returned to the 
family home in Richmond and in 1862 went to Raleigh where she died. 
Jutta JupirH Morpecar (May 17, 1799 - March 15, 1852). Julia, the 
eldest child of the second marriage, figures less prominently in the cor- 
respondence than most other members of the family, She assisted in 
the management of the school and was one of the teachers in 1817 when 
Solomon’s ill health forced his temporary cessation. Julia spent most of 
her time at home, occupied with housekeeping and the education of the 
younger children, but from time to time she had a respite when she made 
visits to Richmond, Raleigh, Wilmington, and elsewhere. 

About 1847 Julia’s health began to fail, and the deaths of her brother, Au- 
gustus, in that year and of his daughter Rebecca in 1849 increased her 


melancholia, She was very ill during the spring of 1852 and died shortly 
thereafter. She was never married, 


GrorGeE WASHINGTON Morpvecar (April 27, 1801 - February 19, 1871). 
George, the eldest son of the second marriage, was educated at Warrenton 
and in 1817 went to Richmond where he joined Samuel in his business op- 
erations. A few months later it was necessary for him to return to War- 
renton where he temporarily took over Solomon’s teaching duties, In 1818 
George went to Kentucky where he engaged in the tobacco business. This 
arrangement did not last long, for two years later he joined his brother 
Moses in Raleigh, and began to read law under his supervision. 
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George was admitted to the bar in 1821 and practised for some fifteen 
years. In 1836 he was made president of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad, 
a position which he held until 1852, and remained one of its directors until 
his death in 1871.7 At the beginning of 1849 he became president of the 
North Carolina State Bank. Among his many activities of later years, he 
was in 1860 president of Forest Mill, a paper mill on the Neuse River. 


George was married on July 1, 1853, to Margaret Cameron. Their only 
child was born in 1855 and died in infancy. George’s wife was a semi- 
invalid for most of her life. The family lived in Raleigh and George died 
there. 


ALFRED Morpecar (January 3, 1804 - October 23, 1887). Alfred was born 
in Warrenton, North Carolina, educated first in his father’s school and 
by his brothers and sisters, and entered West Point on June 24, 1819. 
His standing was high and he graduated first in his class (1823), returning 
immediately as an instructor in engineering. He was later stationed suc- 
cessively at Fortress Monroe, Va., Washington, D. C., and the Frankford 
Arsenal near Philadelphia. As major of ordnance he was one of a com- 
mission sent in 1855 to the Crimea to study military operations there. 

On June 2, 1836, he married Sara Hays of a Philadelphia family. Al- 
fred had for some time been dissatisfied with army life, so that within a 
year after his marriage he had about decided to resign. He was deterred, 
however, by the panic of 1837, and did not resign until 1861. Alfred and 
Sara Mordecai’s children were: Laura, born on June 5, 1837; Rosa, born in 
1839; Frank who was born probably in 1841, died in 1843; Miriam, born 
in 1843; Alfred, born in 1844; Augustus, born in 1848; and Gratz, born 
early in 1850. The son Alfred also became an army man, after graduating 
from West Point in the class of 1861, fought with the Union forces, and 
became a brigadier-general. 

In 1857 the elder Alfred was transferred to Watervliet Arsenal near Al- 
bany, New York. With the advent of secession he resigned, feeling unable 
to fight either against his own family in the South or against that of his 
wife in the North. He began to teach mathematics in Philadelphia, soon 
became assistant engineer of the Mexico and Pacific Railroad (1863-1866) 
and for the remainder of his life was connected with canal and coal com- 
panies owned by the Pennsylvania Railroad.§ 


Avucustus Morpecar (October 5, 1806 - July 25, 1847). After receiving 
his early education in Warrenton, Augustus went to Raleigh where he 


7 Part of this information was supplied by the North Carolina State 
Library, Raleigh and Gaston Railroad Company, Proceedings of the Stock- 
holders . . . at their twenty-first annual meeting . . . July 20, 1871, 3f.; 
Walter Clark, History of the Raleigh & Gaston Railroad Company .. . 
137; Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays and Mordecai 
Families from 1707 to 1913, 4lf. 

8 Taken in part from Dictionary of American Biography, XIII, 153f.; 
Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays and Mordecai 
Families from 1707 to 1913, 42. 
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was under the eye of his two brothers, Moses and George. After a few 
years in Raleigh Augustus returned to Spring Farm where, as his father 
grew older, he took charge of the farming operations. In 1830 he investi- 
gated gold mining prospects in North Carolina, but did not venture very 
heavily on the project. His restlessness and lack of definite occupation dur- 
ing the next years were a matter of concern to the family, for he, the 
youngest son, had borne the brunt of staying at home with his parents 
while the other boys had been trained for a profession. In March, 1835, 
Augustus married Rosina Ursula Young of Westbrook, an estate adjoining 
Spring Farm. The young couple moved to a farm near Raleigh. After a 
few years they returned to Rosewood which also adjoined Spring Farm. 
Augustus entered the ice business and in 1846 had the largest ice storage 
plant in Virginia. A year later Augustus died. 


Augustus and Rosina Mordecai’s children were: William Young, born 
on March 28, 1836; Mary Brooke, born on August 15, 1837 and died in 
infancy; John Brooke, born on October 14, 1839; Rebecca, born on Jan- 
uary 9, 1842; George Washington, born on April 18, 1844; another daugh- 
ter named Mary Brooke, who was born on July 28, 1846, also died in in- 
fancy; and Augusta, born September 30, 1847 subsequent to her father’s 
death. Rebecca died in 1849 at the age of seven. The three sons served the 
Confederacy in the Second Company, Richmond Howitzers. The son John 
Brooke was a student at the University of Virginia from 1858 to 1860, and 
became a lawyer in Richmond. On May 9, 1873, he was wounded in a duel 
with Page McCarty and died five days later. This was the last duel fought 
in Richmond. George W. went to California and there married Louise 
Dixon, formerly of Greenville, Mississippi. He settled at Madera in the 
San Joaquin valley, where he died June 14, 1920. William remained at 
Rosewood and married Helen Alves Norwood, daughter of Rev. William 
Norwood and Winifred Blount Hill, both of prominent North Carolina 
families. He died March 25, 1900. Augusta never married, and died in 
Richmond on February 5, 1939.10 


Exiza KENNOoN Morpecar (August 10, 1809 - November 8, 1861) was 
named for Mrs. Eliza Kennon, a distinguished woman and a great friend 
of the family. Eliza Mordecai was educated first in her father’s school, 
after 1818 by her half-sisters, Rachel and Ellen, and then went to live 
with Rachel in Wilmington, In the winter of 1825-1826 she was intro- 
duced to society in Wilmington. On November 21, 1827, Eliza married her 
cousin, Samuel Hays Myers (1799-1849), and went to live in Petersburg 
where he had been in business with Samuel Mordecai since 1825. In 1832 
this connection was dissolved and Sam H. Myers entered the tobacco busi- 


9 W. Asbury Christian, Richmond, Her Past and Present, 388, gives some 
account of this duel, but makes the error of saying that the victim was the 
son of Samuel Mordecai. 

10 Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays and Mordecai 
tn te from 1707 to 1913, 44; and information supplied by Mr, John B. 

ordecai, 
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ness exclusively, He suffered much from gout and other ailments, and died 
on October 2, 1849, at the age of fifty. Thenceforward Eliza lived in the 
family home at Richmond. Eliza and Samuel Myers’ children were: Ed- 
mund Trowbridge Dana, born on July 13, 1830; and Caroline, born on 
December 5, 1844, who married Edward Cohen (1835-1888) of Baltimore, 
who became prominent in banking circles of Richmond. Caroline died 
December 11, 1928. 

As early as 1848 the son, Edmund T. D. was working for himself. From 
the outset he was connected with railroad building and engineering. Be- 
tween 1849 and 1854 he was in charge of construction on the State owned 
Blue Ridge Railroad and Covington & Ohio Railroad, and from 1854 
to 1857 he was chief engineer in charge of construction on the York 
River Railroad. When this was suspended for want of funds in 1857 he 
took charge of constructing an aqueduct near Georgetown, D. C., which was 
to furnish the water supply for Washington. He was a major in the En- 
gineer Corps of the Confederate service, and president of the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad from November 20, 1889, to his 
death on May 12, 1905. December 2, 1856 Edmund married Frances Col- 
quhoun Trigg in Richmond. She died August 8, 1899.11 


EmMa Morpecar (October 9, 1812 - April 8, 1906). Emma was educated 
chiefly by her half-sister Ellen, and in her sister Caroline Plunkett’s school 
at Warrenton, She lived for some time with her sister Eliza in Peters- 
burg and was introduced to society in Wilmington. Between 1841 and 
1849 Emma was chiefly engaged in teaching, part of the time conduct- 
ing a small school at home and in other years acting as governess for 
nearby families. After 1849 she remained at home, taking charge of the 
housekeeping after Julia’s health failed, and caring for her invalid mother, 
until the latter’s death in 1863, when the family home in Richmond was 
broken up. Thereafter she taught for many years, sometimes in private 
schools and somestimes as governess. Emma never married.!2 She died in 
Brevard, N. C. 


Laura Morpvecar (April 23, 1818 - July 4, 1839). Laura, the youngest 
child, was born in Warrenton. She was considered by the family as its most 
promising member, for she was both beautiful and had unusual mental en- 
dowments. Ellen took charge of her education. After successive winters 
spent in Petersburg, Raleigh, and Wilmington, and a visit to Philadelphia 
on the occasion of Alfred’s wedding, Laura returned home and was soon 
engaged to John Brooke Young, of Westbrook, and brother of Rosina Ur- 
sula (Young) Mordecai. The wedding date was set and their house under 
construction when Laura died very suddenly on July 4, 1839. This was a 
crushing blow to the family, following, as it did, so closely on Rachel and 
their father’s deaths the preceding year. 


11 Information supplied by Mr. John B. Mordecai. 
12 Caroline (Myers) Cohen, Records of the Myers, Hays and Mordecai 
Families from 1707 to 1913, 52f. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 
of the 
VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


will be held on Thursday, December 11, 1941, at 3:30 P. M. 
in Lee House, 707 East Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia. 


At 8 P. M. the annual address will be delivered in the 
OLD HALL of the House of Delegates, State Capitol Build- 
ing, Richmond, Virginia. 


Members, friends and the general public are cordially in- 


vited to be present at both meeting and address. 


MASONIC CEMETERY, FREDERICKSBURG. The will of David 
Blair, of Fredericksburg, dated Jany. 31, 1800, “being a remarkable snowy 
day I cannot get out of doors,” directs that “my body be buried alongside 
of my daughter Isabella in the Masons burying ground (she was the first 
ever interred there).” . . . The will of James Blair, of Fredericksburg 
(who was a brother of David Blair) dated on “my birthday,” April 14 
1800, directs: “It is my wish to be buried as a Mason and in the Mason’s 
burying ground, this request is particular because at this moment I am 
not conscious of having committed a single act to prevent it. My beloved 
brother knows where I have a child lying. I wish to be as near as possible 
to her and one of his in the same ground.” (These wills are recorded in the 
Hustings Court of Fredericksburg, Virginia). 


EDUCATION FOR GENERATIONS TO COME, In his will dated 
Nov. 19, 1795, John Robinson, of Fredericksburg, directed that profits aris- 
ing from his estate after death of his brother William, are to be applied to 
“educating the children of my brothers and sisters and their childrens chil- 
dren to the latest generation in reading, writing and arithmetic, and if my 
estate be found sufficient it is my desire that they be well educated there- 
from provided always that they or their children make application for the 
same [and] to acquaint them thereof it is my desire that a copy of this my 
last will and testament be yearly published after the decease of my said 
brother William in the newspapers of this place and in the Kentucky Ga- 
zette also informing them to whom and where to apply .. .” (Hustings 
Court of Fredericksburg). 


WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. As an appeal for additional in- 
formation about Alumni and the College, the staff engaged in research on 
the history of William and Mary, under the direction of E. G. Swem, Li- 
brarian of the College, has prepared A Provisional List of Alumni, Gram- 
mar School Students, Members of the Faculty, and Members of the Board 
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of Visitors of the College of William and Mary in Virginia, from 1693 to 
1888. The foreword to this list explains how the list was prepared and why 
it is necessarily incomplete. To those who believe they might be able to 
contribute data a copy will be gladly sent, upon request of the librarian, 
Doctor E. G. Swem, College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia. 


JOHNSON. Dr. Thomas Johnson was buried in Shockoe Cemetery, 
Richmond, Feb. 15, 1859; age 54 years; his wife, Mrs. Frances B. John- 
son, died in Staunton, and was buried in Shockoe Cemetery Dec. 1902; age 
81 years. Dr. Thomas Johnson studied medicine in Paris; professor of 
anatomy, University of Virginia, 1827-1834; was a founder and organizer 
of the Medical College of Virginia, 1838, and professor of anatomy in that 
institution 1838-1844, when he resigned. Dr. Howell Johnson died in Rich- 
mond 1879 and is buried in the same lot in Shockoe Cemetery with Dr. 
Thomas Johnson and his wife.——Full information is desired in regard to 
parentage, places of birth and children of Dr. Thomas Johnson and his 
wife, Frances B., and any personal reminiscences of Dr. Johnson. Please 
communicate same to Dr. Wyndham B, Blanton, care Medical College of 
Virginia, Richmond.’ 


BEDFORD. In the year 1805, Stephen Bedford, and wife Martha, of 
Cumberland County, Ky., executed to their son John C. Bedford of the 
same place a power of attorney authorizing the said John C. Bedford to 
“receive two negroes Dinah & Ritter, devised to the said Martha Bedford 
by her mother Susannah Hardaway deceased before her death which slaves 
are now in Dinwiddie County, Virginia.”, This Stephen Bedford was the 
son of Thomas and Mary Ligon (Coleman) Bedford of Charlotte County, 
and grandson of Stephen and Elizabeth (Flippen) Bedford of Cumber- 
land County, Va. Wanted information concerning the maiden name and 
family of the mother of Martha Bedford—Redmond S. Cole, Box 92, 


Tulsa, Okla. 


NICHOLAS. I wish to call attention to an error in Vol. XLIV, page 
233, of the Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. The article states 
that Dorothy Pleasants Briggs married Col. John Nicholas, of Bucking- 
ham Co. Col. John Nicholas (who married Dorothy Pleasants Briggs) 
lived in Dinwiddie County and was clerk of that county for sixty years. 
There was, however, a Col. John Nicholas, of Buckingham Co., who was a 
contemporary, and first cousin, of Col. John Nicholas, of Dinwiddie. — 
Elizabeth Nicholas, 1923 Stuart Ave., Richmond. 


DAVIS—PENDLETON. I wish to correct an error appearing in the 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Volume XLII, page 369, which 
states: “Dr. Micajah Pendleton ................ married twice: firstly, Sept. 20, 
1822, Louisa Jane Davis (1806-1840) daughter of Col. John Dudley Davis 
and his wife Nancy Beverley Wortham and grand-daughter of James Davis 
and his wife, Sallie Dudley Ragland (1764-1852) ............ baa 
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According to family Bible records, John Dudley Davis, Nancy B. Davis 
(married Elliott Wortham) and Louisa Jane Davis were brother and sis- 
ters, the children of James Davis and his wife, Sallie Dudley Ragland. 


The family Bible record gives “James Davis married Oct, 13, 1800, 
Sallie Dudley Ragland, (Apr. 14, 1763-Dec. 1852), twin sister of Dudley 
Ragland. Issue: (Among others) 

1. John Dudley Davis (Sept. 22, 1801-Apr. 1872) Amherst Co., Va., 
married (1) Dec. 27, 1837, Margaret N. Eubank (died June 23, 1841); 
married (2) Apr. 10, 1844, Lucy McDaniel Tinsley, They had 7 children. 

2. Nancy Beverly Davis (Mar. 27, 1803-June 16, 1841) married 1823 
Elliott Wortham. They had 7 children. 


3. Louisa Jane Davis (Dec. 20, 1806-Sept. 2, 1840) married 1822 Dr. 
Micajah Pendelton. They had 5 children.” 

Elliott Wortham and his wife, Nancy Beverly Davis were the parents 
of Sarah Jane Wortham (Nov. 29, 1824-Mar. 4, 1881) married Sept. 26, 
1844, Milton Mackerness Parks (Apr. 17, 1818-Oct. 4, 1887.) Amherst Co., 
Va., and they were the parents of my father, James Elliott Parks (May 8, 
1850, Amherst Co.-May 28, 1924, Elk City, Oklahoma) married Caroline 
Virginia Gordy (Nov. 29, 1861, Cussetta, Ga.-May 3, 1940, Norman, Okla- 
homa).—Mrs. Harry Lee Haun, 535 Tulsa St., Norman, Oklahoma. 


LEMAYEUR. The excellent and most interesting article “Historical Sil- 
ver in Commonwealth of Virginia” (April, 1941) by Mr. Edward M. 
Davis, III, carries on pages 113-114 the following statement, “The Misses 
Boykin, of Richmond, kindly exhibited many pieces which were owned by 
Baron LeMayeur, who incidentally not only made false teeth for George 
Washington, but preceded Marconi with a method of wireless telegraphy by 
many scores of years.” 


LeMayeur’s inclusion among those dentists known to have rendered 
professional services to General Washington is correct, but the attributed 
method of wireless telegraphy is likely due to a confusion in local tradition 
as to the identity of former dentists residing along the Virginia-West Vir- 
ginia border. The latter accomplishment was that of Dr. Mahlon Loomis 
(Dranesville, Fairfax Co), who did send wireless messages from Bear’s 
Den Mountain to the Catoctin ridge (Loudoun Co.) in 1868, eight years 
before Marconi was born, but more than half a century after LeMayeur’s 
death. 

Loomis later repeated his experiments in West Virginia mountains, died 
and is buried at Terra Alta, West Virginia, well north of the place of Le- 
Mayeur’s residence (near Sweet Chalybeate Springs, Va.). Dental history 
records no mention of LeMayeur in connection with wireless experiments, 
nor does the history of wireless itself. It would seem incredible that dif- 
ferent individuals of the same section and same profession had conducted 
similar experiments in wireless, and almost certain that the accomplish- 
ments of the two talented Virginia dentists have become confused.—W. N. 
Hodgkin, Warrenton, Va. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A PROTEST 


Mr. Editor: 

I have recently read WILLIAMsBURG OLD AND New by Miss Hildergarde 
Hawthorne, Appleton-Century, publishers. The book has disturbed me so 
much that I feel constrained to remonstrate against the obvious and serious 
misstatements contained in it. 

It is discouraging to find how little some writers of semi-historical books 
care for the accuracy of their statements. So much has been written on the 
early history of Virginia after careful research, all of which is accessible 
to anyone who cares to check up on such data, that errors of the kind found 
in this book are inexcusable. 

The half-humorous, half-patronizing attitude of the New Englander is 
found all through the pages devoted to “Williamsburg Old.” During the 
few weeks spent by the author in Williamsburg she was apparently over- 
come by the results of the unlimited funds expended on the restored city, 
while she completely failed to grasp anything of the life in the olden days 
to which these other things are tributes—the gracious mode of life culti- 
vated by gentle people who had developed them, or brought them from the 
old country. If one knew no more of the gentlemen of Virginia and their 
families than what is in this book one would quite naturally conclude that 
they were mostly morons, slovenly men and women, witch-ridden and domi- 
nated by a few sly, petty officials who were looking out for their own in- 
terests alone. 

The faults in the text seem to be due mainly to two causes, first a com- 
plete lack of understanding of the men and times of which Miss Haw- 
thorne writes, and secondly to hastily made notes which could not be tran- 
scribed accurately at a later date. To the first of these causes one can 
ascribe the extracts from contemporaneous writings and private letters used 
in a way that shows a lack of knowledge of the exaggerated style of the 
eighteenth century. To use such quotations as if they had been penned to- 
day is to convey a false impression. Men in those times denounced an oppo- 
nent in language that would now bring a suit for libel in short order. Such 
phrases as “it is reported”, which today saves the face of a writer had not 
then been invented, but should be read into the writings of the eighteenth 
century when they were of a private character. One feels after reading 
Miss Hawthorne’s description of Williamsburg’s founders and inhabitants 
as if one had been studying a Hogarth print. Following the lead of some 
unrestrained writers of earlier days, the author herself indulges in language 
which detracts greatly from her book, and strikes a note of levity quite dis- 
pleasing to a reader. She speaks of an early governor of Virginia as “an 
ill-mannered ass,” and of an act of Parliament as “raising heck all over 
the country . . and things began to pop.” Every one knows Sir Edmund 
Andros was not a friend of the colony, and no one would defend the 
Revenue Act of 1769, but matters of history should be accorded the dig- 
nity and respect which history demands. 

Miss Hawthorne writes of Jamestown as if it were deserted immediately 
upon the removal of the government to Williamsburg, and I believe this is 
one of the arguments which New Englanders are wont to use in basing 
their claims on Plymouth being the first permanent English Settlement in 
this country (overlooking the many settlements made between Henrico 
and Elizabeth City from 1607 to 1621). As a matter of fact, I believe care- 
ful research would prove that there have always been people living on the 
island. The old Ambier house was not finally destroyed by fire until 1895, 
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and it was always a home up to its final destruction, The island was the 
chief port-of-entry for Williamsburg except by dirt roads until the C. & 
O. railroad was completed in 1883. Again, the first slaves were brought 
to Virginia in 1619, not in 1622, and not in the vessel carrying the charter 
which confirmed the new representative government for the colony. There- 
fore the “touch of dramatic” which Miss Hawthorne detected in the sup- 
posed incident might better be called a “touch of fiction.” 


It is a pity there is no bibliography given from which certain statements 
might be proven or otherwise, It is asserted that the name “Capitol” given 
to the new government house in Williamsburg was an invention of Nichol- 
son, “which word he invented”, but the Appleton-Century dictionary tells 
us it was the name of an ancient temple of Jupiter in Rome, and no men- 
tion is made of Nicholson in the etymology of the word. The Act which 
authorizes the building states that it “shall forever be called the CAPI- 
TOL”. The picture drawn of the colonial clergy is most unfair. These 
men have been proven again and again to have been self-sacrificing and ef- 
ficient in almost every case. Dr. Blair appears in this book to be a scheming 
unprincipled man, and to say that “a fat share of the revenues paid by the 
tobacco crop went to the parsons” is to state an untruth. 


And where could Miss Hawthorne have got the hitherto unpublished 
news that Alexander Hamilton proposed to “Becky Burrell” in a certain 
room at Carter’s Grove? He was only seven years old when she married 
Jaquelin Ambler. Note, please the spelling of the ancient and honorable 
name of Burwell. Misspelled names are frequent throughout the pages of 
the book. There can be no excuse for Burrell, Lightwood or St. John 
Tucker. The reason was perhaps, carelessly written notes. 


There stand out three misstatements in the book which are almost unforgiv- 
able. The first is a misapplied quotation from the letter book of William 
Nelson of Yorktown who wrote to his friend John Norton in London about 
the welcome accorded Lord Botetourt when he arrived in Williamsburg. 
Nelson spoke of the new governor in the usual respectful manner, praising 
him for his warmheartedness. He then tells Norton—himself a merchant— 
of the address of welcome presented to the new governor by the Mer- 
chants and Trades of Williamsburg, “Andrew Sprowle spokesman, which”, 
Nelson wrote, “I think does honor to that body for its plainness, Elegance 
and Simplicity:” and then after quoting Sprowle Nelson continued: “The 
old fellow wears his own hair as white as old Charles Hansford’s was, with 
a pigtail to it, but bald as the brave Lord Granby, and cuts as droll a fig- 
ure as ever you saw in a silk coat and two or three holes in his stockings. 
At the same time he is a respectable appearance, the oldest among the 
trade and acquitted himself well. Indeed my dear friend, I hope we shall 
be happy under his Lordship’s government.” I have quoted the above in 
full from the letter book referred to, that you may decide whether there is 
any excuse for Miss Hawthorne’s writing thus: “Here is the portrait he 
(Nelson) draws of Botetourt,” and then beginning with the words “the old 
fellow” she quotes through “and acquitted himself well.” It seems incredible 
that anyone noting the respectful way in which Nelson speaks of the gov- 
ernors could have taken this as a description of Lord Botetourt, late cham- 
berlain and Master of the wardrobe of his majesty George III. 


The second glaring error to which I would call attention is a matter of 
history which could have easily been checked on by appealing to any eighth 
grade child in Virginia. The statement is made that at Yorktown a tablet 
outside the church door ‘tells you that the first communion service in Amer- 
ica was celebrated here.” This, in spite of the fact that the first commun- 
ion service held at Jamestown in 1607 had already been mentioned in the 
first chapter of the book. Did Miss Hawthorne really think that there had 
been no celebrations of the Holy Communion during the 180 years the 
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church had been established in Virginia? or did she think at all? I find 
that on the tablet to which she refers are these words: ‘The first confirma- 
tion held in Virginia was in this church in 1791.” Obviously badly written 
notes were responsible for this statement. In the same paragraph she states 
that Col. George Reade and his son-in-law Capt. Nicholas Martiau were 
buried nearby. Col. George Reade married the daughter of Capt. Nicholas 
Martiau. There are few genealogies in all America more widely published 
than this line. 

The third misstatement is that Fortress Monroe was “built by the enemy 
in 1862.” There was a fort erected on Point Comfort shortly after 1607, 
and from that time on there were various kinds of fortifications there. It 
was not until the British had successfully reached the waters of York in 
1781, and had been bottled up there by the French fleet that the real im- 
portance of the site was appreciated, but again the British fleet got through 
in 1812 before a fort formidable enough to command the entrance into the 
roads was built, but it was finished by 1816. Ft. Calhoun was finished 
during the war between the States, on the site of the present Ft. Wool, the 
“Rip raps” as it is known in Virginia. 

In dealing with the transition period between Williamsburg’s glory which 
departed in 1780, and the beginning of her restoration to greater glory in 
1927 Miss Hawthorne draws a fanciful picture of the old town which does 
little credit either to the town or to her; neither is her story of the be- 
ginnings of the work of restoration borne out by facts; her delineation of 
Dr. Goodwin is over done, it is neither true nor flattering. 

But when it comes to singing the praises and accomplishments of the 
restoration, Miss Hawthorne is really eloquent. Her appreciation of “Wil- 
liamsburg-New” is genuine. She appraises the work in terms of paints, 
tints, furniture and so on. She loves the richness and describes all of it 
with a faithfulness which gives a certain value to this part of the book. 
However, she does read the present back into the past when she tells of 
the members of the House of Burgesses meeting in the “beautiful Apollo 
Room” where “they sat about the exquisite Chippendale table in the center 
of that harmony of eggshell-colored walls and the colonial blue woodwork.” 
There is no evidence that there was “an exquisite Chippendale table” in that 
room when the Burgesses met there, but if there were such furniture and 
eggshell tints when they came in, it is safe to say that the harmony had 
been seriously disturbed by the time forty or fifty men had debated actions 
which finally brought on the Revolutionary War. 

This is not a book review, else I would at length describe and commend 
the exquisite illustrations with which Mr. Suydam has adorned the pages 
of Miss Hawthorne’s book. They almost make the book worth while. This 
is a protest against the publication of misstatements. One can hardly fail 
to realize the inconsistency in the development of the subject matter. The 
life depicted in the first pages would hardly have justified the restoration of 
a town in which so many below-par men built their homes and lived their 
lives, On the other hand, if the colony of Virginia was capable of produc- 
ing in the eighteenth century such men as Washington, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe, Marshall and a host of others as great, it is worthy of a more 
understanding treatment than is accorded it in this book. Neither the repu- 
tation of the author nor a charming style can compensate for the errors 
bond are crowded between the covers of WILLIAMSBURG OLD AND 

Mary F. Goopwin. 


Richmond, June, 1941. 
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NortH Caro.ina. The Old North State and the New. Archibald Henderson, 
Author and Editor of Volumes One and Two. Issued in 5 vols. The 
Lewis Publishing Company, Chicago. 1941. 


Anything from the pen of such a distinguished scholar and literary man 
as Dr. Archibald Henderson, of the University of North Carolina, must 
attract wide-spread interest. The famous mathematics professor who is 
also a scientific historian and an authority on the life and plays of George 
Bernard Shaw has a grasp on the inter-relations of human life such as few 
professional historians can boast. 


The two volumes now put out cover the history of North Carolina from 
the earliest period to the present time. The three succeeding volumes in- 
clude individual biographies of prominent North Carolinians. Since the 
volumes before us cover the history of the state, the volumes that are to 
come later need not concern us; for practical purposes the work is complete, 

The history is singularly full, comprehensive and well-balanced. It is 
written with authority, with a masterly use of the original sources, The 
colonial period is particularly well covered; indeed, it is in this field that 
the work makes its greatest contribution, The account of the events lead- 
ing up to the Revolution is excellent. The study of the settlement of North 
Carolina and its various racial elements is admirable. 


The history does not let down in succeeding periods. The chapter on 
“Cultural Growth and Development” is original and fresh. The account of 
Andrew Jackson (whom Dr. Henderson claims for North Carolina) “The 
Mystery of the Tariff,” “The Age of Steam,” embodying the history of 
North Carolina railroads, are all contributions of note. The War between 
the States and the Reconstruction receive treatment less extensive than the 
early period and yet one sufficiently full. One of the best features of the 
work is the part dealing with recent history; this is a study of the utmost 
value. The many illustrations are very valuable. 

Since Dr. Henderson is a literary artist as well as a scholar the book is 
written in delightful style. In fact, no other state of the Union has a his- 
tory so readable. Dr. Henderson declares, in the preface, that the historian 
usually falls between the stools of attempting to please the public and being 
scientific, but he himself has been eminently successful in avoiding this 
fault. His book is literary and still scientiflc in a high degree. For that 
reason I predict a large circulation for the history. North Carolina is to 
be congratulated on having such an excellent state history while Virginia 
lags behind. 

No work so comprehensive as the account of a great American state can 
be written without some features to which exception can be taken, and so 
the present work presents certain controversial features. 

Dr. Henderson thinks that the Regulator insurrection in the years im- 
mediately preceding the Revolution was a part of the Revolutionary move- 
ment, but Dr. Robert O. Demond, in his recently published monograph, The 
Loyalists in North Carolina during the Revolution, points out that nearly 
all the Regulators took the British part in the Revolution and many of 
them fought on that side. 

The author also accepts the Declaration of Independence of Mecklenburg 

ty, of May 20, 1775, for which the evidence is so dubious that most 
scholars nowadays refuse to credit it. But Dr. Henderson is, above all, a 
loyal North Carolinian, and probably for that reason continues to subscribe 
to a prime article in the North Carolina state religion. 

The least satisfactory part of the work is that section dealing with the 
War between the States, The author fails to point out Governor Vance’s 
disloyal attitude toward the Confederate government, which had much to 
do with the failure of the Confederacy. At the beginning of 1863, the crisis 
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of the fate of the South, Longstreet had 40,000 troops in North Carolina 
doing nothing, and, if Vance had had his way, the greater part of Lee’s 
army would have been in North Carolina guarding against possible raids 
while Lee himself would have been left with a corporal’s guard on the 
Rappahannock facing the Army of the Potomac. 

The description of Pickett’s charge at Gettysburg is also open_to ob- 
jection. The author does full justice to the deeds of the North Carolina 
troops but rather detracts from the Virginians, who proved their valor on 
that field by their casualties, The conduct of the North Carolina troops on 
many battlefields was too fine to need addition by substraction from any 
other state. History shows that no army ever fought more gallantly than 
the whole Army of Northern Virginia on July 1-3, 1863. 

These are small exceptions. The book is so well-conceived, so scholarly 
and so well-written that it should be in every library of any account in the 


United States. 
H. J. Eckenrove 


BusHNELL, Davin I., Jr., Evidence of Early Indian Occupancy Near the 
Peaks of Otter, Bedford County, Virginia. Smithsonian (Institution) 
Miscellaneous Collections, vol. 99, no. 15, Washington, 1940. 14 pages, 5 
plates, 4 figures. 


This short paper describes and illustrates the types of Indian artifacts 
found on the surface of the Mons site near the Peaks of Otter in northern 
Bedford County. Flakeknives, scrapers, projectile points and other types of 
flaked and edged implements, as well as pottery sherds, steatite fragments, 
and two Folsom-like points are among the objects discovered and described. 
The author briefly relates the history of the Indian occupancy of the area 
in protohistoric and early historic times, when Siouan and Iroquoian speak- 
ing tribes inhabited this part of southwestern Virginia, However, the paper 
is more particularly devoted to the presentation of evidence of still earlier 
aboriginal occupancy. This evidence, according to the author, consists of 
(1) the presence of two Folsomoid points, (2) the variety of the cultural 
objects found at the site, (3) the existence of pottery sherds bearing im- 
pressions of coarsely twisted cords and of coiled basketry, the latter type 
being similar to ceramic ware of the “Round Grave People”, who are 
claimed by Harrington to have been the earliest culture carriers of the Up- 
per Tennessee River valley, (4) argillitic artifacts “similar to . . specimens 
belonging to the so-called (early) argillite culture” of the Delaware River 
valley, and (5) a type of wide-based, side-notched projectile point, seldom 
found in Virginia, but resembling those assigned by Webb to the “oldest 
horizon in Kentucky”. 

The Folsomoid points were found “mixed with the other material”, but 
as this was all found on the surface and the site had been disturbed by pre- 
vious tillage and by grading operations for a highway, the points can not 
be regarded as having been found in archaeological association with the 
other artifacts and are therefore not components of a Folsom culture com- 
plex such as has been discovered in the western area of the United States. 
Such points have been found on the surface of widely scattered localities in 
the eastern states and in the present state of knowledge have merely geo- 
graphical distributional, rather than chronological, significance, Also the 
variety of objects found at a site can not be taken as evidence of its anti- 
quity, The author more correctly suggests the true significance of the points 
as being “the (only) two examples . . . known definitely to have been found 
on the site of an ancient settlement” in the area of the eastern states. 

This report is a welcome addition to Mr. Bushnell’s previous papers on 
the surface archaeology of various regions of Virginia (Monacan, Manahoa- 
can, the Upper Rappahannock, and Albemarle County.) The need of Vir- 
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ginia archaeology today is the excavation of some of the sites which the 
author has brought to the attention of students of American prehistory. By 
a careful study of early records and maps Mr. Bushnell has established the 
location of these sites beyond any fair reason for doubt. The field archae- 
ologist now knows where to excavate, and it is to be hoped that the second 
essential step in the rediscovery of Virginia’s prehistoric past may soon be 
systematically organized and carried into effect. 
Maurice A. 


American University, Washington, D. C. 


BusHNELL, Davwn I., Jr., The Use of Soapstone by the Indians of the East- 
ern United States, Smithsonian Institution Publication No. 3578. Wash- 
ington, D. C., 1940. 19 pages, 10 plates, 7 figures. 


Mr. Bushnell’s present paper is a recent addition to his numerous studies 
in the field of Virginian and Eastern archaeology and ethnology. The au- 
thor points out that one of the first Indian steatite quarries to be described 
was located in Virginia, and his own discussion is more particularly con- 
cerned with the quarries and vessels of Virginia and neighboring states. 
The essay, with its interesting illustrations of both quarries and manufact- 
ured vessels, is a survey of the locations of quarries within the eastern 
area and a description of the native processes of quarrying the material and 
of manufacturing it into the completed vessel. 

Virginia quarries so far discovered are in Amelia, Goochland, Bedford, 
Albemarle, and Fairfax counties—all within the Piedmont Plateau, All 
known specimens of complete vessels come also from this region, although 
fragments of vessels are found on archaeological sites of the Tidewater 
area. It is interesting that none of the early historians of Virginia who have 
given us descriptions of aboriginal customs—such as Hariot, Smith, Strachey, 
and Beverley—seems to have mentioned the use of soapstone by the In- 
dians. This fact, taken in conjunction with the presence of vessels and frag- 
ments of the material at ancient habitation locations, leads to the conclu- 
sion that its use was prehistoric, and that it was given up before or soon 
after contact. The earliest literary reference to “potstone” Bushnell was 
able to discover is in the “Travels” of Peter Kalm, who, writing of New 
Jersey and referring to c. 1750, stated that “a few of the oldest Swedes 
could yet remember seeing the Indians boil their meat in these pots”. The 
statement, of course, immediately suggests that the soapstone vessels of 
the natives gave way to the pots and pans of the colonists. But this accultu- 
rative concession would posit a number of interesting questions, ¢. g: If 
the use of the material for containers persisted until European contact, why 
was it not mentioned by those earlier ethnographers of the contact period 
who described for us the life of the then relatively unacculturated aborig- 
ines? And why should soapstone vessels be abandoned, whereas ceramic con- 
tainers continued in use until the close of the past century? 


Mr. Bushnell does not raise these questions, for his interest is in archae- 
ological material rather than in historical process, He does consider the 
question of the origin of the native use of steatite, however, and suggests 
that that origin, so far as its eastern archaeological manifestation is con- 
cerned, was not in Virginia, but in an area farther north. That “the know- 
ledge of soapstone was carried southward by early Algonkian tribes who 
entered the region centuries ago” is offered as an hypothesis to be tested by 
further investigation. Attest to its prehistoricity in the area, however, is 
that steatite fragments were found by archaeological excavation to be a 
part of the artifactual inventory of “the earliest recognized culture in the 
Upper Tennessee Valley.” This early culture, moreover, shared certain other 
traits with the cultures of the Algonkian tribes of Virginia and the middle 
Atlantic seaboard. 
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Within the definition of discussion indicated by the title we should not 
expect the author to refer to the extensive use made of soapstone by the 
Indians of California and the Eskimo of the Arctic. However, the geogra- 
phical discontinuity of these three areas of aboriginal use suggests an in- 
teresting problem in ethnological distribution, and one which is not alto- 
gether solved by consideration of the natural distribution of available ma- 
terial. There are, however, two aspects of the use of soapstone in the 
Eastern area itself which are not referred to by the author. In connection 
with the functional use of the manufactured article the quality of steatite’s 
resistance to heat accounts for the natives’ use of such vessels as cooking 
containers, Its properties of easy workability, even with the primitive stone 
tools of the Indians, and its susceptibility to high polish, led to its use for 
tobacco pipes and objects of personal ornamentation, Omitting discussion of 
these uses, Bushnell restricts his treatment to utensils of the contairier 
category. 

The eastern area of the use of soapstone vessels, however, is clearly de- 
fined; the footnotes offer a complete bibliography for the topic in the area 
considered; the article is excellently illustrated, and the author’s “Explana- 
tion of Plates” meticulously gives the size of each object illustrated and in- 
dicates the museum or collection in which it is to be found, The ultimate 
archaeology of the East demands correspondingly satisfactory articles deal- 
ing with other types of Indian artifacts. 

In addition to publication in the form noted above this paper also oc- 
curs in the Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution for 1939, Wash- 
ington, 1940, pp. 471-489. 

Maurice A. Mook 
American University, Washington, D. C. 


BusHNELL, Davin I., Jr., Virginia Before Jamestown, in Essays in His- 
torical Anthropology of North America, Published in Honor of John R. 
Swanton. Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections, vol. 100 (Smithsonian 
Institution Publication 3588), pp. 125-158. Washington, 1940. 


In the recent death of Mr. Bushnell the fields of Virginia history and 
anthropology have lost a sincere student and a conscientous contributor,. The 
essay under present notice is one of three by the author which were pub- 
lished during the year just past. It is characteristic of his work and in a 
peculiarly appropriate way is in itself a succinct summary of his method of 
working with the materials of Virginian historical anthropology. 

The historical materials of anthropology for any area consist of the docu- 
mentary data of early records and the objective artifacts of archaeology. 
Mr. Bushnell always insisted upon the necessity of properly correlating 
these two types of facts, and his present contribution does this in an ef- 
fective and informing manner. The essay demonstrates the extent to which 
the discoveries of archaeology may be given more complete explanation by 
quotations from early authors who described the native practices of which 
the archaeological data are the only surviving material embodiments. 

Virginia before Jamestown was inhabited by Indian tribes belonging to 
the Algonkian, Siouan and Iroquoian linguistic stocks. The archaelogical 
materials from these areas, with appropriate literary excerpts describing the 
life of the tribes inhabiting them, are discussed in terms of a chronology of 
archaic, prehistoric, protohistoric, and historic periods of occupation. In view 
of the inadequacy of our present information the author recognizes the 
tentativeness of such a chronological scheme. 

The needs of a definitive historical anthropology of the state are two- 
fold: a more systematic and complete collation of literary materials than 
has yet been made, and a planned program of archaeological excavation, In 
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this connection one of the author’s last written paragraphs is a pertinent 
plea: “Virginia presents an interesting field for achaeological research, 
one in which careful work should produce valuable results . . . But Vir- 
ony aaa passed over for more distant, though not more import- 
ant, fields.’ 


The contribution of Mr. Bushnell, in addition to having published the 
results of his life-time research, is in calling attention to the state’s his- 
torical anthropological problems and in giving the leads for a large-scale, 
planned program of investigation. The consumation of such study would 
have to be founded firmly upon his own forty years of research and pub- 
lication. 

Maurice A. Mook 


American University, Washington, D. C. 


Prince WILLIAM, The Story of its Places and its People, compiled by the 
workers of the Writers Program of the Work Projects Administration 
the State of Virginia. Sponsored by the Bethlehem Good Housekeeping 
Club. 1941. pp. 261. $1.50. (To be ordered from Mrs, R. L. Byrd, Manas- 
sas, Virginia). 


This extremely creditable work of the Virginia Writers of the W. P. A. 
is a combination of local history and genealogy, and a tourists’ guide, for 
Prince William Co. The first part gives the background and history of the 
county from the earliest days of the Virginia Colony till the present time, 
and is concluded by short chapters on Education and Roads in the county. 
In the historical section there is much interesting detail regarding the first 
settlers of the county, both the large land-holders like the Carters and 
Brents, and the smaller holders of patents. The place of the county in the 
Revolution is well dealt with, and naturally a somewhat detailed account 
is given of the experience in the War between the States of the county in 
which occurred the First and Second Battles of Manassas. Many lists of 
names are given which are of interest to the historian and genealogist— 
patentees and the locations of their patents, justices, clerks of the court, 
burgesses, members of the Committee of Safety and soldiers in the Revo- 
lution, soldiers in the War of 1812, and prominent ministers, soldiers and 
statesmen in the county since the formation of the United States government. 
The Appendix contains a list of the tax-payers of the county in the year 
1783 as well as a roster of Prince William troops in the Confederate Army. 

The second part of the book is arranged in the form of four tours, fol- 
lowing the main highways of the county and describing in detail the many 
interesting and historical spots along the route. In addition to the descrip- 
tion and history of the towns, churches, schools, etc., wherever an old 
plantation home occurs on one of the tours, time is taken to tell its story 
and something of the families who once occupied it. Many most interest- 
ing legends are related in charming style regarding these old homes and 
families. More authentic evidence is drawn from burying-grounds, court 
documents, land-grants, etc. 

The Virginia Writers are to be congratulated on this work. No county 
in Virginia needs something of this type more than Prince William, since 
so many of its old records were destroyed in the War Between the States. 
The book contains a wealth of information compiled by many workers from 
the most varied sources, and the whole is arranged in harmonious fashion, 
so that it makes most delightful reading. The style is unusually good. Much 
hard work and diligent research went into both the collection of the ma- 
terial and the compilation, and the book shows the results by its pleasing- 
ness and comprehensiveness, The back of the book contains a good biblio- 
graphy and a very complete and adequate index to names, places, etc. 
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From the standpoint of the historian and the genealogist, this work has 
one serious draw-back, namely, the almost complete lack of notes showing 
the sources from which the material was drawn. Perhaps the sources were 
so varied that it was difficult to list the source-material; or possibly, finan- 
cial considerations in the matter of publication interfered. However, the 
work accomplishes its primary purpose, that of being an excellent story 
of Prince William, its places and its people. 

B. C. Hottzcraw. 


FREDERICK CouNTY, VIRGINIA, MARRIAGES, 1771-1825. Compiled and Edited 
by Eliza Timberlake Davis (Mrs. Charles E. Davis), P. O. Box 106, 
Smithfield, Va. $5.00. 


For years many letters have come from the western states concerning 
Virginia descent. It always seemed strange to me that a Carter, a Ran- 
dolph, a Harrison, Lee or Washington should not know exactly who he 
was. But they didn’t. Much less members of families not so well known. 
During the westward trend, particularly in the period covered by Mrs. 
Davis, the sons and daughters married and went forth. In turn their sons 
and daughters married and went further. Now the descendants know the 
original home of the family along the Atlantic coast. They know well 
enough where they are now. But the records of those first moves are the 
difficulty. They know about when to look, but where? The early Virginia 
counties were of vast territory, reaching even to the Mississippi River. 
Now along comes Mrs. Davis and gives us the marriage records of up- 
wards of 7000 persons. She tells us that two streams of migration flowed 
through Frederick County. The first came from New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania and Maryland. Among these the German, Dutch, Welsh and Scotch- 
Irish. The second was the land owning English stock from Tidewater 
Virginia. Needless to say this work takes the greatest amount of patience, 
which like virtue, is it’s own (and only) reward. This reviewer attempted 
a work of this type once. Thank you—never again. The mimeographing is 
well done. Each name and date is distinct. The index alone covers 52 pages. 

Mr. Torrence, at the Virginia Historical Society, tells me that he con- 
siders the distribution of this type of data to be most important. So Mrs. 
Davis has done an important piece of work and done it well. Let us hope 
that the great care so evidently expended on this book has not exhausted 
her and will not discourage her from attempting others along the same line. 

BEVERLEY FLEET 


WILLs AND ADMINISTRATIONS OF ELIZABETH City CouNTy, VIRGINIA, AND 
OTHER GENEALOGICAL AND Historicat Items. 1610-1800. Abstracted and 
Compiled by Blanche Adams Chapman (Mrs. Lewis L. Chapman), 
Smithfield, Virginia. Mimegraphed. Price $5.00. 


This book is much more than wills and administrations. It is a hand 
book for historians and genealogists working in that section. We had al- 
ways understood that but fragments remained of the Elizabeth City official 
records. Mrs. Chapman states just what does remain, and actually it is a great 
deal. She further states where other data may be had and shows a great deal 
of that. She modestly gives limiting dates 1610-1800. But turn to page 6. 
You will find an authoritative record of 1606, when the Susan Constant 
sailed for Virginia, and if you are possessed of the simple art of substrac- 
tion, many items that date well back in the fifteen hundreds. Are these 
children who appear in Elizabeth City some of those gathered from the 
streets of London and sent to Virginia? The records of the Privy Council 
tell us that this was done. If so this accounts for the difficulty a number 
of our most ancient Virginia families have in connecting genealogical lines 
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with the parent stock in England. Many of these innocents could hardly 
have known their own names, if they were ever told they had any. 

Mrs. Chapman shows early 17th century land patents, county officials 
through three centuries, election returns, Revolutionary claims, marriage 
licenses from 1695 to 1721, tithables and an excellent outline history of the 
city of Hampton from 1610 on. 

However, the chief interest in the book is in the 178 closely printed 
pages devoted to concise abstracts of Elizabeth City Co. wills and adminis- 
trations, with 41 pages of index for them. Since the publication of the Rev. 
Clayton Torrence’s exhaustive “Virginia Wills and Administrations, 1632- 
1800”, an occasional colonial will has turned up here and there, hidden in 
private papers, semi-official papers in private hands or out of place in of- 
ficial records. The Archives Division of the Virginia State Library has 
carefully noted each. Therefore these numerous items from Elizabeth 
City, made available by Mrs, Chapman, may be considered the most val- 
uable find and contribution in this field since the publication of Mr. Tor- 
rence’s work, and of course should be used by all students to supplement it. 

Elizabeth City Co., on the tip end of the peninsula, is bounded on the 
south by Hampton Roads. It has been to Virginia what Kent is now to 
England—Hell’s Corner, It is remarkable that any local record remains. 
But the horrors of war do produce notable names in history. So many well 
known names in the history of the colony appear in these pages, that I 
would go so far as to say that it would hardly do to attempt to construct 
the genealogy of any early Virginia family without at least consulting the 
records shown by Mrs. Chapman. 

BEVERLEY FLEET 
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Smith, Mr., 15; Mr. F., 106: Capt., 
54, 55; Gen., 303 ; Ellen Harvie, 
115; Francis, 106; Francis H., Jr., 
73; Glenn Curtis, 99, 183; H. M., 
Jr., 144; Isaac, 190; John, 27. 33, 
53. 54, 61. 110, 310; John Blair, 
241; Joseph, 85, 1099; Marv Jaque- 
lin, 110; Nettie Waddell, 73; Rob- 
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ert, 33; Roy C., 101; Subroy 
(Sebba?), 188; Susanna, 106; Is- 
land, 60; Sound, 60. 

Smoliett, 266, 267; Tobias, 141, 
200. 

Smythe (Smyth), 51; Arthur, 305; 
John, 304; Samuel, 33, 35; Thom- 
as, 56, 58-60. 

Snead, Thos., 83. 

Snodgrass, Thos., 189. 

Snow Hill, Md., 281. 

Soane, Henry, 305; Mary, 269; 
Samuel, 175; William, 174, 176, 
180, 269, 270. 

Smee (Somers), Philip, 349, 
350. 

Sorrell, Mr., 16. 

Southall, Edward, 189. 

Southall, James P. C., 32. 

South to Posterity, The, 90. 

Sower(s), Henry, 350. 

Spain, 54; Spaniards, 51. 

Sparks, Jared, 145. 

Sparrow, Dr, & Mrs. Carroll, 116. 

Spears, Mary Anne, 183; Sally, 183; 
Ferry, 183. 

Spectator, The, 5. 

Speke, Tho., 33, 35. 

Spencer, Hannah, 83; Hannah Pick- 
ett, 82; Thomas, 83. 

Spengler, Ann, 346; Elizabeth, 346; 
— 345; Mary, 346; Peter, 


Spheres, Miss, 70. 

Spicer, Wm., 33. 

Spiller, David, 33. 

Spilsburg, Fras, 113. 

Spotswood, Gov., 275, 354; Dan- 
ridge, 101. 

i Farm, Henrico Co., 365, 

Sprockman, William, 110. 

Sprowle, Andrew, 378. 

Spry, Rev. Benjamjin, 79. 

Squires, W. H. T., 242. 

St.: Barnaby, 255; Kitts, 258; John’s 
Church, Richmond, 184; John’s 
College, Annapolis, 140, 340; 
John’s Island, 257; Mary’s Col- 
lege, Baltimore, 213, 216; Omers, 
210; Paul’s Churchyard, London, 
280; Sulnice, 213. 

Stanard, 354-356; John, 98; Mary 
Newton, 25; William G., 30. 

Stanard’s Colonial Virginia Regis- 
ter, 49, 

Stanley, John, 33. 

Staples, Cynthia Anne Maria, 321. 


Starkey, Miss, 23. 

Staudt, George, 344. 

Stauffer, Ulrich, 346. 

Steel, 237. 

Steiner (Stoner), Friedrich, 349, 
Sterne, Mr., 155. 

Stevens, Simon, 151, 254, 257, 258. 
Stevenson, 151. 

Stewart, Robert A., 89, 180. 

— Capt. Robert, 141; William, 


Stogdill, John, 85. 

Stokes, Thomas Dudley, 287. 
Stoner, F., 345. 

Stonewall Jackson’s Way, 196. 
‘Stono”, 72. 

Story, Joshua, 305. 

Stover, Albrick, 344; Daniel, 344. 
Strachey, 382. 

Straits of Anian, 59. 

Straughan, Catherine, 190. 
Strashley, Patty, 190; Thomas, 190. 
“Stratford”, 280. 

— Edward, 176; Elizabeth, 


Straus, Arthur L., 101. 

Strause, Henry P., 114. 

Streator, Edwd., 306. 

Strong, Mrs. Alice C., 98. 

Stroud, 263. 

Strutt, John, 190. 

Stuart, Gen. J. E. B., 98; Dr. David, 
140; John, 189. 

Stubbs, 110. 

Stuhlweissenburg, 54. 

Sullivan, Gen., 128; George H., 98. 

Summers (Sumer), Andreas, 343; 
Joseph, 307 

Suydam, Mr., 379. 

Swann (Swan), Thomas, 277, 307. 

Swanton, John R., 383. 

Sweeny, Lenora Higginbotham, 191. 

Swem, E. G., 374, 375. 

Swepstone, Jane, 76. 

Swisher, Jacob A., 292. 

Swords, Maud S., 98. 

Symes, Benjamin, 22; 
School, 23, 24. 


Tabb, Father: Poet-Priest-Soldier- 
Wit, 195. 

Taliaferro, Capt. John, 304; Thom- 
as Seddon, Jr., 101. 

Tanner, Joseph, 176. 

Tarleton, Judith, 177; Stephen, 177. 

Taschereau, Hermine, 150. 

Tattnall, Lt. 209. 


s Free 


414 INDEX 


Tayloe, 113; Mrs., 13; Mr. & Mrs. 
113; John, 113, 121; Maj. 
William, 306; Arms, 113, 

Taylor, Anne, 180; Capt. Daniel, 
307; Eva, 61; Frances, 348; Capt. 
George, 306; John, 85, 304; R. 
Innis, 5 

Tazewell, Mr., 212. 

Tea, 16, 17. 

Tebbet, ‘Mathew, 187, 188. 

Temple, Joseph, 107, 108; William, 
118; Sir William, 108; Arms, 
118; Family, 107-109. 

Tench, Lt. Col., 122. 

Tennant, W. Brydon, 101. 

Tetu, Mgr. H., 259. 

Tew, John, 33. 

Thacher, C. C., 39, 43. 

Thaner, Michael, 347. 

Thayer, Col., 62. 

Theatre Bills, Gift of, 96. 

Thermopylae, 136. 

Thomas, Brig. Gen., John, 135; 
Martin, 344; Will, 33, 35. 

Thomson, 368; Mr., 235; Drury, 
368 ; Elizabeth, 313; Jane, 319; 
John, 238 ; Rev, John, 168, 234- 
236, 238-240, 242, 311, 313, 314, 
319; Mary Catherine, 368. 

Thompson, 237; Robert, 48; Capt. 
Samuel, 

Thornhill, 100; Emeline, 100. 

Thornton, 80. 

Thoroughgood, Capt. John, 306. 

Thorpe, Mrs. Russell W., 98. 

Three Virginia Frontiers, 292. 

Threlkeld, Mrs. R. M., 183. 

Throckmorton, C. Wickliffe, 281. 

Thurston, Frances, 76. 

Ticonderoga, 257. 

Tift, N. and A. F., 302. 

Timor, 54. 

Tindsley, Sarah, 86. 

‘ee. Lucy McDaniel, 376; Thos., 


Tipton, John, 344; Jonathan, 346. 
Todd, 70. 

Tomlin, Wm., 84. 

Tompion, Thomas, 114, 116. 
Tone, Franchot, 123. 

Toppin, Henry, 33. 

Torchbearer of the Revolution, 88. 
Torrence. Rev. Clayton, 95, 178, 
183, 292, 357; Robert M., 184. 

Tragabigzanda, Charatza, 54. 

Travers, Col. William, 80. 

Trent, Alexander, 219, 273, 284; 
Elizabeth, 273, 284; Henry, 271, 


273; John, 271, 273; William, 273. 
Trevelyan, Sir George Otto, 134. 
Tribble, Peter, 85. 

Trice, Betsy Lee, 76; Robert, 76. 

Trigg, Frances ‘Colquhoun, 3, 73; 
William R., 101. 

Troup, Florida, 202. 

Truley, Grief, 229, 232. 

Trumbull, 155; Gov., 129; John, 

128; Jonathan, Yo 152, 154, 156. 
Trussell, John, 33, ‘35. 

Tucker, Capt. Henry, 307; St. 

John, 378. 

Tuckho, 84. 

Tuggie, Lodovic, 76. 

Turburville, 8; Miss, 9; George, 15. 

Turin, 55. 

Turkey, 56; Island, 272, 276. 

— Abel, 175; Reubin, 228, 
A 

Turpin, Mrs, Augustine Royall, 115. 

aad (Tarpley) Capt. James, 


Twyman, George, 75. 

Tyler, Catherine, 76; Dr. Lyon G., 
31, 35, 184; Seaton, 229, 230, 232. 

Tyree, John, 84, 

Tyson, Geo, T., 193. 


Underdown, George, 189. 

Union Literary Society of Hamp- 
den-Sydney College, 234 

Universities: Aberdeen, 289; Penn- 
sylvania, 352; North Carolina, 
380; Tennessee, 325; Virginia, 
183, 351, 352, 372, 375. 


Vanban, 150. 

Vance, Gov., 380, 381. 

Van Braam, 144-146, 149, 150, 254. 

Van Buskirk, Michael, 343. 

Van Cleave, Mrs. B. a 97. 

Valentine, Mrs, Frederick S., Sr., 
100; Mann S., 285; Museum, 178; 
Papers, 50. 

Vandergrift, Anne Page, 116. 

Varina, 45, 47. 

Varner, Matthew, 344. 

Vassal, Major, 128; John, 127. 

Vaudreuil, Gov., 149. 

Vaughan, Cornelius, 186. 

Vauter, Edward, 187. 

Venable, 70; Miss, 70; Elizabeth, 

Mary Jane, 320; ‘Samuel W., 


Vethake, Prof., 62. 


Vincent, William, 33. 
Virginia Argus, 222, 223. 
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Virginia Assembly of Congress, 224, 

Virginia Classical Association, 21. 

Virginia Colonial Abstracts, Charles 
City County Court Orders, 1655- 
1658, Vol. X, 194. 

Virginia Colony, 234. 

Virginia Company, 51, 56, 58, 60. 

Virginia Gazette, Williamsburg, 279. 

Virginia Historical Society, List of 
Members of, iii-xiv, 

Virginia Historical Society, Report 
for the year 1940, 102. 

— Militia, 1st Light Corps, 

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, 105. 

Virginia State Library, 100, 157, 
241, 257. 

Virginia Tax Payers, 1782-1787, 194, 

Virginia University of, 182. 

Volwiler, Albert T., 146, 


Waddell, Miss, 70; Kitty, 73; Mar- 
tha, 73; Sarah Harrison, 72. 

Waddill, Noel, 123. 

Waddy, John, 33. 

Wadsworth, President, 127. 

Wakefield, Surry Co. 111; York- 
shire, 26. 

Wake Forest College, 366. 

Wakeling, Richard, 84; Will, 84. 

Walker, Capt., 17; Alex., 305; Mary, 
117; Rich., 33; Sarah, 177; Wil- 
liam James, 287. 

Wallace, 237, 238; Caleb, 237, 238, 
241; Caleb Baker, 312, 317; Es- 
ther Baker, 317; Samuel, 237, 
238, 241, 317. 

Waller, Caroline, 369; Mrs. Ed- 
ward, 121. 

Walters, Daniel, 348. 

Waltham, 140; John, 23. 

Walthoe, Mr., 261. 

Walton, John, 33. 

Wambram, Jacob, 147. 

War of 1812, 224. 

Ward, Mary, 84. 

Warden, Mr., 351; Dr., 351; David 
Baillie, 351; Papers, 351. 

Warder, William, 33. 

be Penelope Lee, 76; Robert, 


Waring, Thomas, 186. 

Warner (Warnur), Augustine, 98, 
310; Benjamin, 281; Elizabeth, 
310; George, 304, 310; Mildred, 
a Mildred Beale, 310; Hall, 

Warwick, John, 75. 


Washborn, 237; Richard, 238. 

Washington, Mr., 261; Mrs. 98, 
155; Ann, 309; George, 2, 9, 36, 
98, 99, 113, 117, 122, 125-132, 134, 
142, 144-147, 150-154, 156, 164, 
258, 267, 268, 280, 310, 376, 379 ; 
Diaries of, 138; Funeral Oration 
280 ; Jenny, 9; Col. John, 36 

John Augustine, 126, 132; 
tom 191; Laurence, 191, 310; 
Lund, 134; Martha, 125, 127, 129; 
City, 220; "College, 319, 322; Vol- 
unteers, 219; & Lee, 238; & Ohio 
Company, 267. 

Waters, 80; William, 191; Rev. 
Father, 213. 

Watertown, 140. 

Watervliet Arsenal, 371. 

Watkins, Capt. Joel, 321; Martha, 
Cannon, 321; Mary, 321; Rhoda 
Gresham, 321; Richard Henry, 
71, 72; Samuel, 321; Thomas, 321. 

Watson, 237 ; William, 240, 319. 

Wayland, President, 62; Prof., 62; 
John W., 99, 196, 

Weaver, Isaac, 33. 
ebb, 381 ; Giles, 49, 50, 274-277, 
354: George, 229, 232; James, 81; 
Louise Cannon, 321 ; "Mary Wat- 
kins, 321; Robert, 321; Thomas, 
277, 278; Wilhelm, 346. 

Weber, George, 344. 

Webster, Frances, 160; J. Claren- 
ce, 262. 

Weddel, 60. 

Weekes, Walter, 33. 

Weems, Parson, 153. 

Weidig, Henerich, 349. 

Weis, Christian, 343. 

Weissman, Thomas, 346. 

Welbourn, Capt. Tho: 304. 

Welch, Mary, 323. 

Wertenbaker, Thomas Jefferson, 88. 

Werth, John J., 285. 

Westberger, George, 344. 

“Westbrook”, 372, 373. 

Westcott and Ramage, 283. 

“Westfalia”, 191. 

Westfeldt, Mr., 369; Susan, 369. 

Westham, 357. 

bee Indies, 53, 60, 153, 263, 264, 

Westminister Abbey, 116. 

Westmoreland Club, 29. 

“Westover”, 122, 308, 354. 359. 

West Point (College), 371. 

“4 Virginia, the Mountain State, 
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Wetzel, George, 346. 

Weymouth, George, 59. 

Wheat, Mrs. James, 120, 

Whipman, Thomas, 117. 

White, Henry Alexander, 235; J. J., 
72; John, 86; Mary Reid, 72. 

Whitfield, Theodore M., 88. 

Whitick, Henry, 350. 

Whitlock, Elizabeth, 364. 

Whitmore, Gov., 257. 

Whitsitt, W. H., 312. 

Whitt, John, 80. 

Whittet & Shepperson, 195, 196, 

Wight, John Wyatt, 287; Mrs. R. 
C., 219. 

Wilckin, Gottfried, 347. 

Wilcokes, Ann, 193. 

Wilkes, Elizabeth, 309. 

Wilkins, Mrs. E. C., 183; John 
Lindsey, 183; Robert, 183. 

Wilkinson, Gen., 226, 227; Major- 
Gen. 227; Ann, 356; Daniel, 355; 
Elizabeth Lyddall, 356; Francis, 
356; Rebecca Parke, 356; Thom- 
as, 356; Thomas II, 356. 

Willard, Rev. Samuel, 127. 

Willes Creek, 146. 

William and Mary College, 18, 26, 
= 276, 286, 288, 340, 352, 374, 


Williams, Fielding Lewis, 114; Hat- 
tie Lee, 101; Joseph, 344; Vir- 
ginia, 193; William Twyman, 
342; William Twyman, Sr., 342. 

Williamsburg, 3, 12, 105, 106, 146, 
155, 236, 260; Battle of, 225. 

W ae, Old and New, 290, 


Williamson, Samuel, 123; Thomas 
Nelson, 289. 

Willis, Byrd Charles, 114; Harry, 
5; James, 33; Lewis, 113 

Willoughby (Willowby) 306 ; 
Thomas, 306; Sarah, 27. 

Wills, Miles, 307. 

“Wills Forest”, 365. 

Wilsford, Th., 33. 

Wilson, Miss, 219; Goodridge, 165; 
James, 306; John Park, 219; 
Maria, 218; Maria Willis, 218; 
Mary, 74; William, 304; Willis, 
218, 284, 304. 

Wiltberger, Christian, 123. 

“Wilton”, 272. 

Wimple, Will, 16. 

Winchester, 26. 

Wineberger, Bernard W., 113. 


Winfrey, Henry, 184; John F., 184; 
William, 184. 

Wien Mrs. C. M., 184; Joshua, 

04. 

Winsor, Justin, 61. 

Winston, Mr., 357; Mrs., 358; John, 
Henry William, Jr., 359; Rebecca, 
357-360; Rebecca Bobby, 357; 
Sarah, 357; William, 85, 357-359, 

Wirt, Mrs., 217; William, 217. 

Wise, Richard, 84. 

Withers, Mrs. 116, 117. 

Witherspoon, Dr. John, 1. 

Wohlfarth, Friedrich, 343-45, 

Wolfe, Gen., 141, 257-59, 262, 265; 
a 109; Frances, 108; ’s Fleet, 

Wolfenberger, Peter, 344. 

Wolff, Augustine, 345; Jacob, 345; 
Margaret, 345; Mary, 345. 

Wolford, F., 345. 

Wolstenholme, Sir John, 59, 60. 

Womack, Allen W., 253; Lillious 
D., 326-28, 331, 335, 350-53; Lil- 
lious Dillon, 161; Nancy, 160, 162; 
Polly, 159, 161; Richard, 175; 
Sally Calhoun, 161; Thomas, 174; 
William, 159, 161, 167, 168, 170, 
171, 245-47, 249-51; William L., 
164; William Logan, 161. 

Wood, Abraham, 175; Cornelius, 
191; Mary, 175; Sam, 118; 
Trist, 357, 

Woodall, 58; John, 57. 

Woodford, Frederick, 343. 

Wooldridge, Ellen, 94, 95, 223. 

Woodson, Elizabeth, 177; Elizabeth 
Ferris, 177; Jacob, 177; John, 
177, 179; Josiah, 177; Judith, 177; 
Judith Tarleton, 177; Robert, 177; 
Stephen, 177; Tarleton, 177, 180. 

Worcester, Battle of, 108. 

Wormley (Wormeley), Ralph, 304, 
305, 308. 


Worsham, Mrs., 180; Elizabeth, 
355; George, 305; William, 355. 

Wortham, Elliott, 376; Nancy Bev- 
erley, 375; Nancy Beverley Dav- 
is, 376; Sarah Jane, 376. 

Worthington, C. L., 101. 

Wright, Ann Washington, 309; 
Charles, 117; Francis, 307, 309; 
George, 86. 

Wyatt (Wiatt), Conquest, 304; 
Francis, 57; Hines, 228, 232. 

Wynne, Joshua, 49, 50; Mary, 49; 
Peter, 49; Robert, 49. 

W. P. A., Va. Writers’ Project, 385. 
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Yale, 119; Eli. 61. Young, John Brooke, 373; Robert, 
Yeardsley, George, 56. 86, Rosina Ursula, 372. 


Yeresly, Willie, 33. 

York, Pa., 224; River Railroad, 373. Zick, 348. 

Yorktown, 20, 153-155; Campaign, | Zing, Johannes, 347. 
152. Zolnay, 99 
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